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January 2023 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

What is your child learning in Year 9? 

 

At Castleford Academy, our core values of care, aspire, succeed are at the heart of everything we do. We want 

our pupils to leave with knowledge and skills which will not only create excellent life opportunities but will also 

prepare them exceptionally well for life beyond the academy. Our academy curriculum helps pupils to achieve 

high standards and make excellent progress. 

 

Feedback from parents and carers last year was a request to have more information about what your child is 

learning in each subject. In this letter, you will find a summary of what your child learnt last term, what they are 

currently learning and how this links to their learning in the future.  

 

If you would like to find out more about your child’s learning journey, please see our curriculum information on 

our website: Castleford Academy - Curriculum Information 

 

For more information about the curriculum, please contact Mrs Chippendale 

kchippendale@castlefordacademy.com. 

 

English 

In Year 9 this term we will be studying the play of 'Small Island', this is adapted from the novel of the same name 

by Andre Levy. This explores the topic of the Windrush Generation and how life changed from Jamaica to London 

in the 1950's. They will be focusing on the four main characters and how they change throughout the play. The 

assessment will be based on a GCSE style essay question for the literature exam and will focus on what the writer 

is communicating, how they communicate, the play structure and the links to the context of the time it is set. This 

builds on the work they have completed on Jane Eyre and looks at the same core assessment skills; this will allow 

pupils to make progress from their last assessment by reflecting on their strengths and weaknesses. In the final 

term, Year 9 study their first GCSE Literature text. Alongside reading and studying the literary heritage texts, pupils 

will continue to study Writing for Mastery, where they will embed their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and 

grammar into their writing. 

 

http://www.castlefordacademy.com/curriculum/curriculum-information/
mailto:kchippendale@castlefordacademy.com
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Maths 

In Year 9 pupils either follow a foundation or higher sequences of learning. Last half term pupils on foundation 

revisited the big ideas of product of primes and solving equations. They also worked on rounding, angles and 

bearings. This half term the big ideas of expanding and factorising will be revisited along with learning about 

inequalities, probability and indices. Next half term the big ideas of averages and ratio will be revisited along with 

area, perimeter volume and similar shapes. Last half term pupils on higher revisited the big ideas of expanding, 

factorising, HCF and LCM. They also worked on rounding, angles, solving equations and changing the subject. 

This half term the big ideas of proportional and probability trees will be revisited along with learning about 

inequalities, ratio and fractions. Next half term the big ideas of averages from tables and percentages will be 

revisited along with area, perimeter, volume and similar shapes. 

 

Science 

Last half-term, all pupils in year 9 studied the topic of atomic structure. This topic is one of the most fundamental 

topics in the science curriculum, requiring pupils to understand what atoms are made of and how atoms can join 

together to create molecules and compounds. Pupils also learnt about the difference between pure substances 

and mixtures and investigated how different types of mixture can be separated. In this term, pupils will study the 

topic of cells. This will involve them exploring the idea that all living things are made of cells and that cells can be 

specialised to perform different functions. They will also study energy and look at the 9 different types of energy. 

Pupils will also learn how energy can transferred from one type to another and how humans can use different 

energy resources, both renewable and non-renewable, to generate electricity.  

 

Separate Science 

Last half-term, pupils studied two fundamental big ideas in science; Atomic structure and Cell biology. These 

topics underpin much of the science curriculum and provide pupils with the foundations upon which they can 

develop more complex knowledge. This half-term, pupils are studying Organisation, specifically looking at how 

cells join together to make tissues and organs and, ultimately, how organs work together in organ systems to 

sustain life. Pupils will also look at Chemical Analysis and how chemists analyse unknown substances via 

methods such a chromatography to identify what they are. These big ideas of Chemical Analysis and Organisation 

will continue into next half-term as pupils deepen their knowledge of specific organ systems such as the digestive 

system and the circulatory system, whilst also going deeper into analytical chemistry to use a range of gas tests 

to identify substances such oxygen, hydrogen, chlorine and carbon dioxide. 

 

History 

Year 9 History has a focus on numerous individual liberty enquiries, or big questions in History to answer. In half 

term one, pupils answered the enquiry questions: What makes an assassination historically significant? Should 

we be proud of the British Empire? In half term two, pupils answered the enquiry questions: Why did women gain 

the vote in 1918? Did aliens land in Roswell? During the spring term, pupils will answer the enquiry questions: 

How successful was the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s? Why did the USA lose the Vietnam War? What was 

the most important event of the 20th Century? The key concepts explored throughout these Year 9 enquiries are: 

cause, consequence, change, continuity, monarchy, religion, conflict, politics, economy, corruption, education, 

law, military and democracy.   

 

Geography  

In term 1 pupils studied Amazing Places focusing on what makes places special to different people, the natural 

wonders of the world and both hot and cold deserts, with an emphasis on plant and animal adaptations to the 

climate and how people use and interact with these ecosystems. Pupils have learnt about the factors that affect 

climate and have drawn a climate graph. This term pupils will refresh their map skills and consolidate skills learnt 
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throughout KS3, bringing those map skills together to be able to write a route plan, including direction, symbols, 

height, distance and grid references. Pupils will also study what GIS is, the specific uses of GIS and complete 

their own GIS investigation. In half term 4 pupils will learn what glaciation is, the causes of glaciation and how 

glaciation shaped the world in which we live today, focusing on how people use these glaciated landscapes today. 

Pupils will be able to recognise glacial features on an OS map. 

 

French 

In half term 1, pupils revisited key questions and answers from Y8, including talking and writing about their school 

uniform, what they like to eat and drink, their daily routine and their free time activities. They then went on to 

learn words for family members, words to describe personality and vocabulary for physical descriptions. Pupils 

talked about who was in their family, what these people look like and what their personalities are like. In half 

term 2, pupils learned words for rooms in the house which allowed them to describe their house, their bedroom 

and their dream home. Vocabulary for places in a town was then taught and pupils described where they live, 

giving their opinions with justifications. This half term, pupils are studying the topic of school. Next half term 

pupils will be taught the vocabulary for tv and film genres.  

 

Product Design 

In Product Design during September and October pupils improved their practical skills by manufacturing a range 

of mini products using a wide range of processes such as line bending, vacuum forming and sublimation printing 

along with learning key knowledge about the design industry. In the second half term pupils looked at the 

importance of aesthetics, anthropometrics and Ergonomics and produced a 3D foam remote. This half term 

pupils are researching and designing a themed picture frame which builds on the skills learnt during year 8. 

Pupils will continue to learn about a wide range of materials and their properties. In the Spring term pupils will 

research and design a colour changing lamp which will build on their knowledge of electronics covered in year 

7.   

 

Food 

In the first term the pupils have been studying the topic area of Food Commodities looking at individual 

ingredients/groups of ingredients such as Fruits, Vegetables, Cereals, Rice, Pasta, Potatoes, etc. and the wider 

aspects of these ingredients such as the farming/production of these ingredients, nutrition, etc. In the practical’s 

they have been developing & refining the 12 Food Preparation Skills that they need to master for YR11 Food 

such as General practical skills, knife skills, preparing fruits & vegetables, use of the cooker, cooking methods, 

prepare, combine & shape, etc. The practical lessons in YR9 cover many of these skills on a weekly basis so that 

the pupils can become competent in cooking a wide range of British & Multicultural dishes. 

 

Textiles  

In Year 9 Art Textiles between September and October pupils have been studying Natural forms and in particular 

how fruit and vegetables can be used as inspired for design work.  Cut fruit and vegetables have been explored 

to create prints which will be then further developed.  Drawing skills and mark making skills have been explored 

and the use different textiles techniques including embroidery and wax batik.   

 

Computing 

Last term in Computing, pupils were introduced to advanced E-Safety topics, building on the themes covered in 

year 7 and 8 Computing Lessons. E-Safety topics include online reputation, protecting their privacy and their 

personal data. Learners were made aware of online illegal content, how to identify fake news and malicious 

software. This half-term pupils will be developing their knowledge with 3D modelling and animation, using 

industry standard software Blender, moving through to an animation project. This links to other creative projects 
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completed in Computing over the past two years giving pupils real-life skills. Don’t forget you can see what pupils 

are doing by asking them to show you their school Class Notebook in Teams. 

 

Art 

Pupils have been working on their skills building project where they work through a variety of different materials, 

techniques and skills in depth. Pupils recap on how to use the relevant formal elements within each material and 

identifying how they have been used when looking at artist's work. Materials covered so far include fine-liner, 

biro, pencil, ink, coloured pencil and oil pastel. We will be moving on to working in acrylic paint and more 

watercolour before moving on to a project on issues-based art. 

 

Music 

In year 9 pupils began working on the foundational skills required for their GCSE and BTEC courses. From 

September to October half term pupils developed confidence in their performance skills alongside improving their 

instrumental/vocal proficiency by learning their own choice of solo piece and working on "The Scientist" by 

Coldplay as a whole class ensemble. Pupils also created a stylistic EDM track using the digital audio workstation 

YuStudio. From October half term to Christmas, pupils chose a piano piece from the ABRSM Grade 1/2 syllabus 

to learn in order to improve their proficiency on the keyboard/piano as well as separately learning the essential 

skill of ensemble playing by working in pairs to perform piano duets. Pupils developed their music technology 

skills further by learning how to use the basic functions of Ableton Live and how to control samples via a Push 

Device. From January to February half term pupils are learning how to write their own songs, focusing on lyrical 

content and rhyming structures as well as chord progressions. Pupils continue to develop their proficiency on 

their chosen instrument as well as building on their basic Ableton Live knowledge by creating and remixing their 

own live sets from sample packs. From February half term to Easter pupils will be developing their composition 

skills by writing stylistic music for film, continuing to develop their instrumental proficiency through performance 

work and begin working on a new DAW (Cubase) learning how to re-create a popular song. 

 

Drama 

In Year 9 pupils began developing industry level skills and techniques to develop complex characters and apply 

to a range of professional work including John Godber. Pupils are directed as an ensemble alongside working 

within smaller groups and monologues to realise their performances in front of a live audience. In the spring term 

pupils with step back from text work and will focus on devising skills and techniques to create original work based 

on a performance brief. 

 

PE 

In PE during term 1, pupils have been developing their technique, and applying knowledge to improve their 

performance. They completed a cross country course during the first week and also competed with their form in 

Interform games. Throughout term 1 pupils have participated in 3 different sporting activities. Moving into term 

2, pupils will participate in another 3 sporting activities (order of activities depends on which group they are in). 

They will continue to develop their techniques and improve performance, while problem solving. During term 1, 

our GCSE PE pupils have been learning about the musculoskeletal system, while our BTEC sport pupils have been 

exploring types of provision in sport. In Term 2, GCSE PE pupils will be learning about training programmes, and 

our BTEC Sport pupils will be continuing to look at the types of provision. 

 

RE 

In Religious Education within the first term, year 9 pupils have built knowledge and resilience around debate and 

discussion on themes of philosophy. This varied from questioning 'What is love ' to 'Do we matter or are we matter' 

drawing on their knowledge from their core subjects within KS3 and applying it to religious themes. In term 2, as 

pupils have a secure understanding of a healthy debate, they move on to applying this skill when studying 
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Christianity in more depth. This will include developing knowledge around sources of wisdom and authority and 

their influences on Christian belief and practice.  

 

Life and Society 

In Life & Society within the first term, year 9 pupils have explored ways in which they can promote healthy 

development in their emotional, social and physical health. This has included exploring their own understanding 

of managing their emotions around changes in family dynamics and bereavement. Pupils also look in depth into 

the varied impacts of social media use and how it can be detrimental to their future careers, issues within the 

wider world and their mental health. In half term 2 pupils will be continuing to work on the exploration of the 

significance of healthy lifestyle choices and habits including diet and exercise, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs 

as well as the risks associated with drug exploitation. 

 

Health and Social Care 

In term 1 pupils were introduced to the 6 life stages and how a person's growth and development changes over 

time. In term 2 pupils will explore the range of factors e.g. lifestyle and environmental factors will impact on a 

person’s growth and development. Next term, the pupils will focus on how life events impact a person's growth 

and development. 

 

Performance 

Pupils this term are devising their class performance to perform at the Civic Centre. Pupils study a range of 

physical theatre methods inspired by Frantic assembly and then refine and polish their ideas ready for the Civic 

Centre performance. Previous to this, pupils have studied the play 'Noughts and Crosses' and the music of Hans 

Zimmer to help understand how to put their ideas together Previously pupils have spent time creating music to 

use for this devised performance and some pupils will, this term, work with a music industry expert to refine their 

music. 

 

Literature and Language 

In term 1 pupils were introduced to basic Latin sentences and greetings, Latin numbers and Roman numerals, 

Latin word roots that show the links to English. We also looked at Roman civilisation with a focus on Pompeii and 

the eruption of Vesuvius as well as studying Roman Castleford including having an outside speaker to visit. This 

term pupils will be looking at Latin prepositions and antonym word roots. Pupils will use this new knowledge as 

well as prior knowledge learnt in KS3 to identify the etymology of English words and broaden their English 

vocabulary by discussing synonyms for antonyms. They will also learn about various locations and social activities 

that took place during ancient Roman times, in particular the forum, roman theatre and the arena. There will be 

more emphasis on grammar and translation this term – breaking sentences down, identifying nominative and 

accusative cases and being introduced to plural words in Latin. Pupils will be able to design their own Roman 

town using all of the information learnt and they will write a short paragraph, in Latin, describing their town. 

 

Creative 

Pupils in creative have been carouselling around different areas. These includes bridge building and testing, 

Henry Moore Sculptures, stadium prototyping and upcycling fashion. Pupils will complete a 6-week slot across 4 

areas. Each area aims to demonstrate the best of each theme, both locally and in the wider world. 

 

Humanities 

Humanities lessons at Castleford Academy allow pupils to enrich their learning of the National Curriculum in both 

History and Geography by taking a journey around the world and visiting diverse societies and cultures. In term 

one, year 9 pupils explored what their heritage in Castleford and Great Britain was before investigating the ancient 
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history of Europe and the Roman Empire. They then discovered how North America developed and what the social 

conflicts were. This term, pupils will continue to explore cultures, conflicts and climates across the world, 

answering the big questions: What issues surround the country of North Korea? How is Japanese culture different 

to the UK? What caused the rise and fall of the Qing Dynasty in China? Why do people migrate to Australia and 

New Zealand and how might climate change effect this? 

 

BTEC Digital Information Technology 

Last term pupils were introduced to the course in general and then to the concepts and principles of user 

interfaces. They then began to learn about data collection and how data can be used. They moved on to looking 

at data manipulation methods using spreadsheets. In term 2 pupils continued to develop spreadsheet skills and 

will then consolidate their knowledge through implementation and practice. 

 

Computer Science 

Pupils last term learnt what to expect from Computer Science and introduced some of the basic principles that 

underpin the subject including; Computational thinking (Abstraction, Decomposition, Algorithms and Flowcharts), 

Data (Binary conversion, addition, representation of negative numbers (Sign & Magnitude and Two's Compliment) 

as well as getting stuck into some Python Programming tasks, sequencing, variables, data types and input within 

programs. The course follows two parallel strands, split between Computational Thinking (programming) and the 

Principles of Computer Science (Theory). These are interleaved throughout this course to help improve long-term 

memory. This term we will be building on that knowledge and deepening our understanding of Data by looking at 

Logical and Arithmetic Shifts, hexadecimal and data representation of text, as well as improving the programming 

adding selection statements (If, Elif, Else) and use of Boolean relational operators. Don’t forget you can see what 

pupils are doing by asking them to show you their school Class Notebook in Teams. 

 

BTEC Media Gaming 

During the term pupils have been building their understanding of the games industry, looking in depth into the 

media sector including; genres, graphics styles, lighting, and concluding with a pong to VR research project to 

delve into computing games through time and hardware and graphic developments. Moving on from this they 

have started developing a 2D Retro Maze-style game in Game Maker studio 2 which is brand new this year. 

Learning how to use the software to enable their creativity. This half-term we will be implementing enemies; static, 

moving and shooting into the maze game and focusing on programming a working score and lives mechanic to 

display on a HUD. Following this we will develop a Scrolling Shoot Em Up game that develops the idea of variables 

and built in functions in Game Maker Studio 2 and a new graphic style for pupils to explore. Don’t forget you can 

see what pupils are doing by asking them to show you their school Class Notebook in Teams. 

 

BTEC Media Film 

Last term in Media Film, pupils developed their initial understanding of film. This involved analysing movies to 

understand filming techniques such as camera angles, distances and colour theory. This made pupils aware of 

a director’s intentions while creating a film. Pupils then took these skills to make their first film on the course, A 

Day in the Life Of. This term, pupils will make their first fiction film, ‘The Hidden Mask’. This will develop their 

video editing software skills in Adobe Premier Pro (an industry standard software used in the creation of many 

films such as Avatar and Deadpool). This leads on to pupils creating a digital poster for their film, using Adobe 

photoshop. This will involve the use of green screens and digital photo manipulation. 

 

Spanish 

In the first half term pupils learnt how to communicate basic information in Spanish such as greetings, name, 

age, birthday, numbers, time, countries and nationalities. They then moved onto using adjectives to describe 
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physical appearance and personality. In the second half term, pupils learnt how to describe family relationships, 

marriage and partnership, the qualities of a good friend and their ideal partner. This half term, pupils will be 

learning how to describe where they live, what it used to be like and how their region has changed over the years, 

and what they would change about where they live. Next half term, pupils will learn how to talk about their hobbies 

which include music, cinema and TV, food/eating out and sport. 

 

Engineering 

In Engineering between September and October half term pupils studied an Introduction to Engineering. This 

involved covering themes such as Health and Safety, Problem Solving and Manufacturing. Pupils developed their 

understanding of these themes by completing a Disaster Response Unit and developing their practical skills with 

the manufacture of a hoop game. In the second half term pupils have been developing their Engineering Design 

skills. Pupils have covered themes including Product Analysis, Identifying Component Parts, Isometric Drawing, 

Designing and Evaluation within the context of a new charging solution. In the spring term pupils will be 

developing their problem-solving ability in the design and manufacture of a catapult prototype. 

 

Construction 

In Construction between September and October half term pupils studied an Introduction to Construction. This 

involved covering themes such as wood joints, types of wood and their uses, tools used in joinery. In the second 

half term pupils have been focussing on testing buildings using different types of loads. This has involved building 

a structure and testing it to see how it would deal with 3 different loads. In the Spring term pupils will be studying 

a unit architecture focussing on 2 Point perspective drawing and floor planning. 

 

Personal Development 

Each Wednesday morning during form time, pupils spend time learning and discussing current topical issues 

which may affect them now and, in the future, examples of recent Wellbeing Wednesdays have been; knife crime, 

diabetes awareness, the dangers of e-Cigarettes and kindness at Christmas. The Wellbeing Wednesday activities 

are a superb starting point to fully engage and enthuse pupils to continue those discussions further around the 

academy and at home, they also provide vital signposting opportunities for those who may need extra support or 

have further questions.   

 

Drop-down days have been a huge success in creating memorable experiences for pupils for a number of years 

at Castleford Academy. The normal timetable of the day is collapsed for a particular year group, and instead of 

learning their usual curricular, pupils take part in a variety of sessions throughout the day which benefit their 

personal development. More often than not, these sessions are delivered by various visitors, Year 8 have received 

workshops from the following external agencies; Yorkshire Ambulance Service (CPR & first aid), Change4Life 

(healthy eating), Spectrum Community Health (consent), The Cross Project (anti-bullying) and West Yorkshire 

Police (dangers of drugs). 

 

Student leadership is an incredibly important part of Castleford Academy life. It is an opportunity for pupils to 

voice their views and opinions on their education, and discuss the day to day running of the academy. Not only 

that, the leadership opportunities provided for all pupils enable them to flourish in becoming responsible citizens. 

Each form group democratically elects a representative who attend regular meetings to discuss and share their 

form group’s views on various issues that affect them as a year group. The Student Leadership Team work 

collaboratively with the Senior Leadership Team in order to provide feedback to their form via a Wellbeing 

Wednesday activity called; ‘You Said, We Did’. Pupils have already made changes to reward system, uniform 

policy and menu provided at lunch time. 
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Themed Weeks provide a strong focus on a particular subject matter which creates a fantastic buzz across the 

academy. Some examples of themed weeks which have taken place so far this academic year are; Democracy 

Week, Anti-Bullying Week, Equality and Diversity Week. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mrs K Chippendale 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 


