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January 2023 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

What is your child learning in Year 8? 

 

At Castleford Academy, our core values of care, aspire, succeed are at the heart of everything we do. We want 

our pupils to leave with knowledge and skills which will not only create excellent life opportunities but will also 

prepare them exceptionally well for life beyond the academy. Our academy curriculum helps pupils to achieve 

high standards and make excellent progress. 

 

Feedback from parents and carers last year was a request to have more information about what your child is 

learning in each subject. In this letter, you will find a summary of what your child learnt last term, what they are 

currently learning and how this links to their learning in the future.  

 

If you would like to find out more about your child’s learning journey, please see our curriculum information on 

our website: Castleford Academy - Curriculum Information 

 

For more detailed information on each subject, this can be found here: Castleford Academy - Curriculum Overview. 

For more information about the curriculum, please contact Mrs Chippendale 

kchippendale@castlefordacademy.com. 

 

English 

This term, in English, pupils will study ‘The Tempest’ by William Shakespeare. Reading the play will build on pupils’ 

knowledge and understanding of Elizabethan England and the concept of reading a play text.  ‘The Tempest’ is a 

challenging text and by the end of the topic, pupils will extend their understanding of the Elizabethan ‘Age of 

Exploration’, colonialism and the British Empire.  In addition to this, they will know how to analyse Shakespearian 

language and dialogue by reading soliloquies and monologues from the play.  During the autumn term, pupils 

read and studied two Sherlock Holmes short stories and wrote an essay about the character of Sherlock.  'The 

Tempest’ links to this previous learning as pupils will develop their essay writing skills and continue to use linking 

topic sentences, quotations from the play and embed their knowledge of historical context into their essay.  

Knowing and understanding the historical context of a text will help pupils in the summer term, when they will 

read ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell.  Alongside reading and studying the literary heritage texts, pupils will 

continue to study Writing for Mastery, where they will embed their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and 

grammar into their writing.   
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Maths 

In Year 8 pupils either follow a foundation or higher sequences of learning. Last half term pupils on foundation 

revisited the big ideas of averages and types of numbers. They also worked on volume, fractions, probability and 

analysing data. This half term the big ideas of equations and ratio will be revisited along with learning about 

rounding, estimation, angles and properties of shapes. Next half term the big ideas of area and algebraic 

manipulation and percentages will be revisited along with BIDMAS and conversions. Last half term pupils on 

higher revisited the big ideas of sequences and probability. They also worked on area, averages and analysing 

data. This half term the big ideas of equations and ratio will be revisited along with learning about rounding, 

estimation, angles and fractions and percentages. Next half term the big ideas of volume and algebraic 

manipulation will be revisited along with BIDMAS, measures, negatives, circles and trigonometry. 

 

Science 

Last half-term, pupils studied a number of physics big ideas including Forces, Magnets and Electromagnets and 

Waves. Pupils in these classes are continuing to study physics this term and will be looking at Heating and Cooling 

and Work Done. Pupils will them move on to study chemistry, specifically looking at different types of chemical 

reactions and the energy changes involved in these chemical reactions.  

 

History 

Year 8 History has a focus on the concepts of monarchy, power, conflict, military tactics/weapons, leadership 

and democracy. In September, Year 8 historians investigated the big question: How did society and state change, 

1603-1900? For example, Year 8 started studying the Gunpowder Plot and the changing relations between the 

state and its people, finishing with the English Civil War. In half term two Year 8 shifted their focus onto the big 

question: How effective were the police in the 1800s? alongside the previous terms big question. Following on 

from this, in half term two they also studied the big question: What was the shared experience of the Atlantic 

Slave Trade? This included the Slave Trade Triangle, the Middle Passage and the abolition of slavery. In half term 

three they will begin their studies of WWI, including the causes, events and consequences of this. They will focus 

on two big questions: What caused WWI and how did the conflict affect soldiers? And how did the world change 

after WWI?  

 

Geography  

In term 1 pupils studied how many is too many focusing on the issues of population change over time. Pupils 

studied how government policy can influence population growth and the impact of this before focusing on 

migration. In half term 3 pupils focus on coasts and their processes (erosion, transport and deposition), before 

looking at the key geographical features of a coastline (headlands and bays, caves, arches, stacks and stumps). 

Finally, this unit investigates the causes, impacts and management of coastal erosion along the Holderness 

Coast. In half term 4 pupils study the cause, effects and management of tectonic activity in named locations, 

looking at the types of boundaries, earthquakes and volcanoes in detail. Pupils will investigate specific examples 

looking at the difference between hazards and disasters and why some places are unprepared.  Pupils will 

investigate the structure of the world, and the rock cycle to understand why plates move. 

 

French 

In the first half term, pupils recapped key question and answers from Y7. This included name, age, birthday, 

brothers and sisters, animals and favourite food and drink. Animals and colours were then revisited. After being 

taught food and drink, pupils designed a menu. In half term 2, pupils studied weather in 3 tenses and produced 

a weather forecast which was presented to the class. This was followed by pupils learning how to say where they 

lived, in the town, countryside etc. The final topic taught was directions and forms of transport. Pupils used the 

verb aller to describe how they get to certain places. This half term, pupils are learning about clothes to be able 
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to talk and write about their school uniform and their ideal school uniform. They will then move on to study sports 

and hobbies and will finish with the topic Paris where they will learn about the historic and tourist attractions in 

this city.  

 

Product Design 

In product design between September and October pupils have studied an introduction to Product Design. This 

involves covering things such as health and safety in the class room, improving their practical skills to develop a 

sweet dispenser product. In the second half term the pupils have covered a range on manufacturing skills to add 

additional features to their design. This half term, the pupils will be studying different finishes and aesthetics to 

add to their sweet dispenser product. In the spring half term pupils will design and manufacture a themed picture 

frame that builds on the skill previously learnt. 

 

Food 

In Food between September and October half term pupils have been studying Staple Foods, Food miles & the 

impact on the environment and unusual vegetables and from October to Christmas they studied exotic fruits and 

nutrition building upon the knowledge from Year 7. In the spring term they will be studying wise food shopping 

and food storage. The pupils have also been continuing to develop their practical skills that they started to 

develop and refine from YR7 in particular they have looked at - bread doughs, raising agents, prepare, combining 

and shaping, raw meat cooking, vegetable preparation, using the hob and cooker, setting mixtures, creaming, 

batters, folding, whisking and piping. 

 

Textiles  

In Year 8 Textiles in DT between September and October pupils have been studying an introduction to Pop Art 

and learning about the history and analysing different artists which will aid their design work of bunting. 

 

Computing 

Last term in computing pupils were re-introduced to E-Safety to build on the knowledge gained in Year 7, looking 

at specifically peer-pressure and online videos/challenges. Pupils were then introduced to Python Programming, 

a textual programming language for students to learn, which will build on knowledge gained in Year 7 during the 

algorithm and programming topic. This term, pupils will re-cap data handling, and will build on their knowledge 

of binary by being introduced to a new number system – hexadecimal. This will lead on to the topic; ‘Heroes of 

Computing’. Pupils will gather knowledge on some of the pioneers of the modern computers we use today and 

then design a creative magazine front cover in Adobe Photoshop. Don’t forget you can see what pupils are doing 

by asking them to show you their school Class Notebook in Teams. 

 

Art 

Pupils began the year by completing a drawing assessment on the theme of architecture. The purpose of this was 

to see what knowledge pupils had retained from year 7. Pupils then worked through the formal elements line, 

shape and form, texture and tone in the context of their architecture project. Pupils were challenged with 

perspective drawing alongside looking at different styles of architecture and different artists. Pupils experimented 

with different styles within their work, working in a range of different materials. We then moved on to looking at 

the work of artist and architect, Hundertwasser, where we refreshed and developed our knowledge of colour and 

pattern and learnt about the ideas behind his work. Pupils will now be moving on to working in oil pastel to create 

an original piece of artwork inspired by Hundertwasser. The following project will be based on illustrator and film 

director, Tim Burton.  
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Music 

Pupils start Year 8 by learning how to play the Blues. Pupils use previous knowledge about notes on the keyboard 

they have learnt in Year 7 and apply it to a range of stylistic features of Blues such as 12 Bar Blues chords, 

walking bass and improvisation. Pupils then this term move on to learn the stylistic features of House Music. 

Pupils use their knowledge of chords and melodies on a keyboard from the previous term, but extend their 

knowledge through the using a digital audio workstation to complete their work - YuMu studios. Pupils learn how 

to sequence a House track this term and learn how to fit the stylistic features of the genre together. This 

knowledge prepares them for next half term when pupils will use their sequencing skills to develop into 

composition skills – pupils will study the stylistic features of film music and learn how to fit the stylistic features 

of Film Music together for a final composition.  

 

Drama 

In Drama between September and October half term pupils studied what it takes to be a comedic actor. Pupils 

explored, identified and developed the skills and techniques of silent movies, slapstick and mask work each week 

to build their comedic skill set. In the second half term, pupils worked in their groups to respond to a performance 

brief focused on either Slapstick or Mask based comedy skills. Each week pupils would script, develop and refine 

their character relationships, plot lines and use of techniques which ended with all groups performing their own 

comedy play back to their class. In the spring term, pupils will be exploring the work of physical theatre company 

Frantic Assembly and how movement can be used to explore themes, characters and story. 

 

PE 

In PE during term 1, pupils have learned about the components of fitness and how they are used when 

performing. They completed a cross country course during the first week and also competed with their form in 

Interform games. Throughout term 1 pupils have participated in 3 different sporting activities. Moving into term 

2, pupils will participate in another 3 sporting activities (order of activities depends on which group they are in). 

They will also learn about different types of fitness testing, linking to this to the components of fitness learned in 

term 1. 

 

RE 

In Religious Education within the first term, year 8 pupils built upon their prior knowledge from year 7 on world 

religious views and applied this to the common challenges of living in a modern society, with pupils engaging with 

the relatable events and the everyday rules of life. As a country with a large population of Christians pupils 

discovered the influence religion has had upon British law. In term 2 pupils move towards applying their 

knowledge around faiths and the law to more mature themes, for instance the different responses around 

environment and medical issues.  

 

Personal Development 

Each Wednesday morning during form time, pupils spend time learning and discussing current topical issues 

which may affect them now and, in the future, examples of recent Wellbeing Wednesdays have been; knife crime, 

diabetes awareness, the dangers of e-Cigarettes and kindness at Christmas. The Wellbeing Wednesday activities 

are a superb starting point to fully engage and enthuse pupils to continue those discussions further around the 

academy and at home, they also provide vital signposting opportunities for those who may need extra support or 

have further questions.   

 

Drop-down days have been a huge success in creating memorable experiences for pupils for a number of years 

at Castleford Academy. The normal timetable of the day is collapsed for a particular year group, and instead of 

learning their usual curricular, pupils take part in a variety of sessions throughout the day which benefit their 
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personal development. More often than not, these sessions are delivered by various visitors, Year 8 have received 

workshops from the following external agencies; Yorkshire Ambulance Service (CPR & first aid), Change4Life 

(healthy eating), Spectrum Community Health (consent), The Cross Project (anti-bullying) and West Yorkshire 

Police (dangers of drugs). 

 

Student leadership is an incredibly important part of Castleford Academy life. It is an opportunity for pupils to 

voice their views and opinions on their education, and discuss the day to day running of the academy. Not only 

that, the leadership opportunities provided for all pupils enable them to flourish in becoming responsible citizens. 

Each form group democratically elects a representative who attend regular meetings to discuss and share their 

form group’s views on various issues that affect them as a year group. The Student Leadership Team work 

collaboratively with the Senior Leadership Team in order to provide feedback to their form via a Wellbeing 

Wednesday activity called; ‘You Said, We Did’. Pupils have already made changes to reward system, uniform 

policy and menu provided at lunch time. 

 

Themed Weeks provide a strong focus on a particular subject matter which creates a fantastic buzz across the 

academy. Some examples of themed weeks which have taken place so far this academic year are; Democracy 

Week, Anti-Bullying Week, Equality and Diversity Week. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mrs K Chippendale 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 


