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January 2023 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

What is your child learning in Year 7? 

 

At Castleford Academy, our core values of care, aspire, succeed are at the heart of everything we do. We want 

our pupils to leave with knowledge and skills which will not only create excellent life opportunities but will also 

prepare them exceptionally well for life beyond the academy. Our academy curriculum helps pupils to achieve 

high standards and make excellent progress. 

 

Feedback from parents and carers last year was a request to have more information about what your child is 

learning in each subject. In this letter, you will find a summary of what your child learnt last term, what they are 

currently learning and how this links to their learning in the future.  

 

If you would like to find out more about your child’s learning journey, please see our curriculum information on 

our website: Castleford Academy - Curriculum Information 

 

For more detailed information on each subject, this can be found here: Castleford Academy - Curriculum Overview. 

 

For more information about the curriculum, please contact Mrs Chippendale 

kchippendale@castlefordacademy.com 

 

English 

In Year 7 this term we will be studying 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare. Pupils will build on 

their knowledge from primary school where they looked at the Elizabethan era and William Shakespeare too. 

They will have opportunities to act out scenes and understand what it was to perform in Shakespeare's times at 

the Globe Theatre. In their final term of Year 7 they will study a range of poetry and a modern text; this will build 

on all the skills from their learning throughout the year and give them a further appreciation of different cultures 

and times. Alongside reading and studying the literary heritage texts, pupils will continue to study Writing for 

Mastery, where they will embed their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar into their writing.  

 

Maths 

Last half term all pupils revisited the big ideas of negative numbers and types of numbers. They also worked on 

angles, properties of shapes and averages. This half term the big ideas of rounding, estimation, fractions and 

area will be revisited along with learning about coordinates, graphs, decimals and probability. Next half term the 

big ideas of basic algebra including equations will be revisited along with ratio and sequences.  

 

http://www.castlefordacademy.com/curriculum/curriculum-information/
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Science 

Last half-term, pupils studied a number of physics including Speed, Gravity and Energy Transfers and Costs. 

Pupils began this half-term looking at Light and Sound and will soon be moving on to the chemistry topic of Atoms 

and Elements. Next half-term, pupils will build further on their chemistry knowledge by looking at the periodic 

table, specifically at metals and non-metals. Pupils will also get the opportunity to investigate the difference 

between acids and alkalis and what happens when these substances react together.  

 

History 

Year 7 History has a focus on monarchy, power, conflict, military tactics/weapons, leadership and democracy. In 

September, Year 7 historians investigated the big question: How did the Norman Conquest change the English 

monarchy? In half term two Year 7 shifted their focus onto the big question: What was life like in the medieval 

period? Here they revisited the main concepts above and built upon these to focus on disease, health, lifestyle, 

religion in the medieval period. In the spring term pupils are studying the big question: How did Tudor monarchs 

change the Church, State and Society in England? This will include the War of the Roses, the reign of Henry VIII 

and his relationship with the Church with emphasis on cause and consequence.   

 

Geography 

Pupils have already investigated what Geography is and the different types of Geography (physical, human and 

environmental). Pupils have focused on the main physical and human features of the world and The British Isles. 

In this term pupils will study what tropical rainforests are, why they are unique and the impacts of deforestation 

before focusing on how to reduce the impacts of deforestation. Pupils will demonstrate the ability to draw a 

climate graph and analyse rates of deforestation. Finally, pupils will evaluate the impacts of deforestation 

analysing data to draw a firm conclusion. In half term 4 pupils will study the main physical and human features 

of the continent of Africa, its contrasts between development and the impacts of unequal development, before 

finally focusing on how the development gap can be closed. In addition to this, pupils will focus on how tourism 

and trade has played a role in unequal development.  

 

French 

In French, in the first half term pupils learnt how to greet others and introduce themselves. They learnt the 

numbers 1-31 and how to give their age and birthday. Pupils learnt the alphabet to spell their names and common 

French cognates. They learnt the months of the year and linking this to their prior knowledge of numbers, pupils 

learnt how to say when their birthday is and understand others giving theirs. In the second half term, pupils learnt 

the names of pets in French and how to say what pets they have and don't have. They learnt countries and 

nationalities, numbers 1-60 and how to tell the time. This half term, pupils will learn how to give and justify 

opinions about school subjects and sports and how to use comparatives to compare two nouns.  

 

Art 

Last term, pupils started the year by completing a project on the artist Javier Perez. The stages of the project 

included observational drawing, artist analysis, design ideas and a final outcome, focusing on creativity. Pupils 

then moved on to their 'Sweet Treat' project where we began to work through the formal elements of Art. So far 

pupils have covered line, shape and form, texture and tone. We will be moving on to colour theory next which will 

lead on to looking at different artist's styles and coming up with an original painting.  

 

Textiles 

In Year 7 Textiles in DT between September and October pupils have been studying an introduction to Health 

Safety and using tools and equipment.  Pupils have learnt a variety of embroidery stitches which will be developed 

further when pupils design and make a stuffed monster.  
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Product Design 

In Product Design between September and October half term pupils studied an Introduction to health and safety 

in the workshop and use of tools and machines. This involved practicing correct use of equipment whilst making 

a simple wooden key fob. In the second half term pupils have been improving their practical use of tools and 

machines through making a blockhead puppet. Pupils have also covered basic 2D drawing and rendering 

techniques in design work. In the Spring term pupils will be further developing their skills to complete the 

blockhead and starting a nightlight product which involves extending the skill attainment to include soldering and 

CAD design.  

 

Food 

In Food between September and October half term, pupils studied an Introduction to Food. They also started to 

develop the following practical skills – knife skills, fruit & vegetable preparation & use of the hob. In the second 

half term pupils have been working on the themes of the cooker & nutrition. They also started to develop the 

following practical skills – melting method, stir-frying, handling & cooking meat safely & rubbing in. In the spring 

term they continue with the theme of nutrition and starting to develop the following practical skills – making a 

dough, kneading, shaping & glazing & the skill of creaming.  

 

Drama 

Pupils began Year 7 by exploring key drama conventions such as freeze-frame, split-scene, thought-tracking and 

mime. Pupils explore how they use the conventions, the purpose and ways within which they communicate a story 

to an audience. Within the second half term pupils then create their own performance based on the given brief 

of 'The Robbery' which communicates the effects of crime on the older generation. Pupils are required to apply 

the different drama conventions to structure a performance that communicates meaning and character to an 

audience. In the Spring term pupils will further develop knowledge of drama conventions through a murder 

investigation.  

 

Music 

Pupils began Year 7 by learning how to identify notes on a keyboard and developing this knowledge into playing 

a popular song. There was a focus on playing with the correct technique, performing from memory and being able 

to use both hands independently to play both a melody and accompaniment. From January pupils will be 

introduced to the guitar, ukulele and drums and will learn the basics of performance on each instrument. They 

will develop their keyboard skills further and also begin to explore making music using technology. In the Summer 

term pupils will work on a remix project around the theme "How does Music unite us?" and develop their 

instrumental skills by performing as a whole class band.  

 

Computing 

Last term pupils were introduced to computer rooms and rules of use, OneNote and Teams, E-Safety, including 

following the SMART rules and we then looked at data handling, learning how computers store information and 

how to convert binary to denary and complete binary addition calculations. This term pupils will build on the data 

handling unit by learning about algorithms and programming, sequencing instructions, decomposition and 

abstraction to solve real-world problems. We will then consider how a computer system is made and what are the 

main components of a computer system.  

 

PE 

In PE during half term 1, pupils learned the 3 stages of a warm up and how to plan and lead their own each 

lesson. Pupils completed a cross country course and along with an 'Endball' assessment. All pupils learned a 
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dance and performed this in front of their peers. They also competed with their form in Interform games. 

Throughout term 1 pupils have participated in 3 different sporting activities. Moving into term 2, pupils will 

participate in another 3 sporting activities. They will also learn about the voluntary muscles of the body.  

 

RE 

In Religious Education within the first term, pupils in year 7 explore in depth the shared beliefs and practices 

between Christians within the UK and non-religious world views. This involved an ambitious application of the 

British Values to all areas of life within the UK and the wider world. Investigating and applying how these values 

are in line with Christian beliefs and teachings about God. In term 2, year 7 will be exploring what it means to be 

a Muslim in the UK and the wider world, comparing and contrasting this to the knowledge gained of the life of an 

atheist and a Christian.  

 

Personal Development 

Each Wednesday morning during form time, pupils spend time learning and discussing current topical issues 

which may affect them now and, in the future, examples of recent Wellbeing Wednesdays have been; knife crime, 

diabetes awareness, the dangers of e-Cigarettes and kindness at Christmas. The Wellbeing Wednesday activities 

are a superb starting point to fully engage and enthuse pupils to continue those discussions further around the 

academy and at home, they also provide vital signposting opportunities for those who may need extra support or 

have further questions.  

 

Drop-down days have been a huge success in creating memorable experiences for pupils for a number of years 

at Castleford Academy. The normal timetable of the day is collapsed for a particular year group, and instead of 

learning their usual curricular, pupils take part in a variety of sessions throughout the day which benefit their 

personal development. More often than not, these sessions are delivered by various visitors, Year 7 have received 

workshops from the following external agencies; Spectrum Community Health (puberty), Change4Life (healthy 

eating), Dance Days (cultural activities) and NJA Creative (body image). 

 

Student leadership is an incredibly important part of Castleford Academy life. It is an opportunity for pupils to 

voice their views and opinions on their education, and discuss the day to day running of the academy. Not only 

that, the leadership opportunities provided for all pupils enable them to flourish in becoming responsible citizens. 

Each form group democratically elects a representative who attend regular meetings to discuss and share their 

form group’s views on various issues that affect them as a year group. The Student Leadership Team work 

collaboratively with the Senior Leadership Team in order to provide feedback to their form via a Wellbeing 

Wednesday activity called; ‘You Said, We Did’. Pupils have already made changes to reward system, uniform 

policy and menu provided at lunch time. 

 

Themed Weeks provide a strong focus on a particular subject matter which creates a fantastic buzz across the 

academy. Some examples of themed weeks which have taken place so far, this academic year are; Democracy 

Week, Anti-Bullying Week, Equality and Diversity Week. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs K Chippendale  

Assistant Headteacher 

 


