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Chair of Governors update  

As the new Chair of Governors for Castleford Academy, I am delighted to take on the role from my predecessor, John McNichol. For 

those that do not know me, which will be most, I have been a Governor at Castleford Academy since 2019.  

My day job is running an Engineering Apprenticeship provider in Bradford, so I am passionate about the destination and outcomes of 

young people that will give them the best opportunity in life and the career path they choose. To help me understand the quality of 

the Further Education sector, I was approached by Ofsted to complete their Additional Ofsted Inspector training and undertook this 

prior to the pandemic. 

So why take on the Chair role? Simple, because it’s easy! I say that because the academy has a very strong team of Governors, who 

are very knowledgeable and able to challenge the senior leadership team on key school data and processes. The biggest challenge to 

the Governor role and Chair is time. We all give up our valuable time because we care. We care about the pupils, their progress, their 

impact on the community now and in the future and we care about the academy and the staff. 

Year 11 Achievements 

I, like many other Governors, attended the Year 11 presentation evening recently. It was fantastic to see so many parents and carers 

in attendance and to see pupils receive their certificates and specific recognition awards. A great evening and it will be great to hear 

more about the destinations of the pupils in years to come. 

Governor Changes 

John McNichol, Chris Bland, Martin Thompson and Kathryn Law left the role of Governors, who we like to thank dearly for their 

contribution and time. However, we are delighted to welcome: 

Dannii Hinds (Community Governor) 

Dannii began her career by studying psychology and spent 14 years working in mental health, children’s care, and educational 

services, where she worked with those aged 10+ who were experiencing common, severe, and enduring mental health, social, 

emotional and/or developmental problems. During this time, she developed her communication, empathy and teamworking skills, as 

well as gaining good knowledge and understanding of the theories of mental health and illness. 

After transitioning to a career in business, Dannii now works in the software industry as Managing Director of a company she co-

founded. Here she has developed skills and experience in leadership, strategic management, operations management, business 

development & human resources. 

Audrey Forster (Community Governor) 

The first part in Audrey’s working life was in the finance department at a car showroom. When the children came along Audrey 

started her career in education where she was employed at a local primary school. Audrey continued to work at the primary school 

for 29 years until retirement at the beginning of 2022. Audrey is committed to ensuring the children of Castleford receive a first-class 

education in order to reach their full potential. 

Sarah Brown (Parent Governor) 

Sarah is a parent in the Castleford community and has lived in Castleford for over 22 years. Sarah believes that it is vital to build 

relationships between the academy, parents/carers, pupils, the local community as well as the local authority and employers. Sarah 

has worked in the public sector (Ambulance Service – NHS) for 21 years and openly challenges any decision made to understand how 

effective it can be to the organisation. Sarah is passionate about every aspect of what she does in her private and public life and strive 

to be open, honest and remain objective to ensure the best for everyone involved. 

And Finally… 

The last Chair of Governors update in December 2020 talked about an unprecedented Christmas and New year due to the pandemic. 

2022 festive period will be another but for different reasons of increased fuel, utility and food costs. 

To the teaching staff, support staff, senior leadership team, parents/carers and all pupils, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year.  

Mr K Stoddart - Chair of Governors                                Castleford Academy 
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Headteacher’s Welcome 
Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter. 

As we approach the Christmas break, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all staff, governors, 

pupils and parents/carers for all of your support during this first term of the year.  All pupils have been 

working extremely hard in the run up to the end of term and have been involved in a range of activities 

including our Headliners Showcase, Be Safe and Healthy days and an extensive extra-curricular 

programme. I have been really impressed with our pupils’ mature and responsible approach towards 

their own learning whilst visiting lessons around the academy during this term.  

The Year 11 mock exam period has ended with the deadline for college applications fast approaching. 

Pupils have adapted well to the new exam routines and, as a result, we have completed a full set of 

mock exams which will shape the key knowledge and understanding taught in the next term to address 

any gaps in learning, fully preparing pupils for their summer exams. Their work ethic, progress and 

behaviour this term has been exemplary and we look forward to them receiving their mock exam 

results on Friday 13th January 2023. Good luck!  

It was a real pleasure to host our annual GCSE Presentation Evening for the class of 2022. It was 

fantastic to see so many pupils, parents/carers and staff celebrating our young people’s achievements 

that have seen the academy return to the top of the performance tables in Wakefield for outcomes. A 

special thank you to all those local celebrities who came back to the academy to hand out such fantastic 

awards and join in with the celebrations.  

Our annual art Christmas card competition has concluded, with Year 7 pupils designing an array of 

Christmas cards. The winning card has been printed and distributed to staff, local schools and 

businesses. I can confirm that the winner was Year 7 pupil C Xiao. Well done!  

This winter, I would like to wish Mrs Richards a long and happy retirement and thank her for all her hard 

work supporting so many of our young pupils throughout their time at the academy. I would also like to 

wish Mr Costello all the best in his new role as Head of Design Technology at Crofton Academy and 

thank him for all his hard work and outstanding contribution to academy life. Mrs Asvadi leaves the 

academy this Christmas to start a new role as Assistant Headteacher at a school in North Yorkshire and 

we wish her all the best for the future; we are sure she will make a fantastic contribution in her new 

role. Finally, we wish Mr Hanmore all the best in his new role as Music teacher at Carleton Academy. Mr 

Hanmore has made such a fantastic contribution to both the music and IT departments over the past 

few years and we wish him all the best for the future. Finally, Miss Periot-Mccann is leaving us this 

Christmas and we would like to wish her all the best for the future.  

We would like to thank parents and carers for your continued support. We know that this is a 

challenging time for the entire community. However, pupil attendance and parent/carer support for the 

academy has been tremendous. Finally, may I take the opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at Castleford Academy. 

Wesley Bush 
Headteacher  
 



        Academy Dates 

   Friday 16th December - School closes at 12.20pm for Christmas 

   Tuesday 3rd January - School opens to all pupils 
   Thursday 26th January - Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
   Friday 27th January - INSET DAY (Academy closed to pupils) 
                    Thursday 9th February - Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

            Friday 10th February - School closes for February Half Term 

Safeguarding Information 

Firstly, thank you for all your support with safeguarding this year. Christmas can be a difficult time for some of the young people in our 

care. There is a lot of mental health support available throughout the year but also during the Christmas period. Pupils have a mental 

health support page in their planner for any help they may need. Websites such as Kooth.com, www.young.minds.org.uk and services 

such as Night Owls all offer support. There are also additional services available on the safeguarding page on our website which may 

be of use should you need them.   

If you are concerned that a child is at immediate risk, you must contact 999. If you are worried about a family in the local community, 

you should contact Wakefield social care on 0345 8 503503. This can be reported anonymously. Safeguarding leads at the academy 

will not be available over the Christmas period so please use the numbers above to report any concerns you have. We will not be able 

to respond to any safeguarding concerns until Tuesday 3rd January when we return.  

Some pupils may be receiving devices for Christmas this year. Keeping up with online safety can be difficult so we have provided you 

with a link that might help to navigate social media and online apps. www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online safety is a great 

resource for both parents and children. You can also look at a ‘setting up safety on devices’ using this link:  

https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/ 

With the cost of living increase, some families may need additional support over the Christmas period. Wakefield Council have 

produced a guide of all the support that is available to families. This can be found in the safeguarding page on our website and has 

been emailed to families. This provides useful information and contacts for families in need with a variety of things including 

foodbanks, utility bills and housing.  

It may be that your circumstances have changed and you may now be eligible for Free School meals. You can use this link to check if 

you are eligible: www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/free-school-meals. School also receive additional funding for those 

children who are in receipt of free school meals and we can also provide support and help with uniform. If you need support with 

uniform, please contact your child’s year leader who will be able to help.  

We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas.  

Mrs S Salmon - Assistant Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Year 11 Mock Exam Results Day 

On Friday 13th January 2023, we will be holding our Year 11 GCSE mock results morning where pupils receive their GCSE mock results 
based on the mock exams they took in December. After receiving their mock GCSE results, pupils can see the progress they have 
made. This allows pupils to see what they can study in Post 16 with the grades they are currently achieving. The results day is 
successful in inspiring those pupils who have done well to keep working hard. It also motivates pupils who have failed to get their 
predicted grades into doing something about it immediately - before it is too late. If you would like further guidance on how best to 
support your child in preparing for their summer GCSE exams, please do not hesitate to contact me at the academy. 

Mr L Holmes - Assistant Headteacher 

 

GCSE Presentation Evening 2022 

Over 600 guests attended the GCSE Presentation evening for the class of 2022 on Thursday 24th November.  Former Castleford 

Academy pupils were presented with their GCSE exam certificates and were also presented awards for special achievements.  Amongst 

the winners was G Rigby and R Johnstone who both won a special achievement award for achieving over 8 grade 7s or higher. It was an 

absolute pleasure to celebrate the achievements of last year’s pupils as they worked really hard and deserved to be rewarded.  We are 

now setting our sights on this year’s results so that they are even better!  

Mr L Holmes - Assistant Headteacher 

Performing Arts Showcase 
This term, Castleford Academy's Performing Arts department hosted two highly successful shows. 'Headliners' gave some of our most 
talented musicians the opportunity to showcase their skills. The performances ranged from piano solos to rock bands. We are so 
proud of all the hard work and dedication our pupils put in to music. The drama department also ran GCSE Drama showcases to allow 
our Year 11 GCSE Drama pupils to perform their Component 2 pieces to a live audience. Well done to all pupils involved, we were 
blown away by the standard of the performances. Follow our Music department twitter @castlefordmusic for further information 
about upcoming shows. 

Mrs E Moran - Head of Performing Arts 

Drop Down Days 

During this term, our Key Stage 3 pupils have taken part in their first ‘Be Safe and Healthy Days’ of the year. We welcomed many guest 

speakers to the academy, who led exciting workshops for our pupils as part of their PSHE curriculum entitlement.  

Our Year 7 pupils had guest speakers from Change4Life, Spectrum, The Samaritans, NJA Creative, West Yorkshire Police and Bollywood 

Dance Days. Throughout the day, pupils had the opportunity to learn about the dangers of sugary drinks and how to make healthier 

choices; about the facts and feelings of puberty and learnt about the importance of having a positive body image. Pupils also took part 

in workshops that taught pupils how to improve their emotional wellbeing and resilience. Pupils were able to learn about traditional 

Indian culture through a creative dance workshop and finally took part in an important session about e-safety, where pupils developed 

an understanding of how to be safer on the internet. 

Our Year 8 pupils learned CPR as part of their ‘Year 8 Be Safe and Healthy Day’. They joined millions of children up and down the 

country who also took part in Restart a Heart Day. The workshops were taught by the Yorkshire Ambulance Service, who have already 

provided life-saving training to more than 150,000 young people since they started their Restart a Heart campaign in 2014. Not only 

did pupils study CPR, they also had the opportunity to study a variety of other important topics. Guest speakers from The Samaritans, 

Spectrum, Red Cross, The Cross Project, West Yorkshire Police and Change4Life all delivered workshops on healthy minds, healthy 

lifestyles and healthy relationships.  

Finally, our Year 9 pupils took part in their ‘Be Safe and Healthy Day’ on the 24th of November. Our pupils had the opportunity to listen 

to a motivational talk from Jamie Peacock and had guest speakers throughout the day from, HopeNotHate, West Yorkshire Police, The 

Samaritans, Spectrum and Red Cross. Pupils had the opportunity to learn about healthy lifestyles, how to look after their mental 

wellbeing and improve their resilience. Pupils also learnt about the facts of certain sexually transmitted infections and took part in an 

informative teenage cancer workshop. Finally, pupils had the opportunity to learn about what constitutes a hate crime and the 

damaging effects these crimes can have on people. 

All of our pupils were a credit to the academy during their ‘Be Safe & Healthy Days’, and we are exceptionally proud of their conduct 

and efforts. We look forward to our future Drop-Down Days with our Key Stage 4 pupils in the New Year. 

Mrs M Frampton—Drop Down Day Coordinator 

Student Leadership  

At Castleford Academy, we take all forms of bullying seriously and are committed to ensuring pupils can identify bullying and support 
anti-bullying. Our ‘Anti-bullying Week’ took place between 14th to 18th November. The events during this time were a massive success 
and we saw lots of pupils and staff in the academy get involved in supporting the Antibullying Alliance ‘Odd Socks’ campaign. The 
Academy raised nearly £100 for ‘Young Minds’ (which is a charity that is committed to improving children’s emotional wellbeing and 
mental health). The theme of our ‘Anti-bullying Week’ 2022 was ‘Reach Out’. This was chosen to empower pupils to do something 
positive to counter the harm and hurt that bullying causes. 

The prefect team have been incredibly busy this half term delivering assemblies and staff briefings to ask for donations for the food 

bank drive. We want to say a massive thank you to the Castleford Academy community for your donations to the food bank. All the 

items were delivered to the local food bank on Smawthorne Lane, they were extremely grateful of the generosity, and it will help a lot 

of people in our local community this festive period.  

The academy took part in Parliament week which took place between 14th to 20th November. Our student leaders were given the 

opportunity to speak and pose questions to our local MP Yvette Cooper. The session was a brilliant insight to the life of an MP and our 

student leaders were a true credit to the academy. We thank Yvette for giving up her time to answer our pupils questions about 

current topics such as the cost of living crisis, mental health and equality and diversity.  

Mrs O Stanley - Student Leadership Coordinator 

Preloved Uniform 

In the new year, we are starting an initiative to collect any preloved uniform your child may have grown out of. This is to support 

families who may find it difficult to purchase uniform for whatever reason. If you have any unwanted items of uniform, including PE 

kit, that your child has grown out of, please donate this to Step Up who will ensure that it goes to other families who may benefit from 

it. Any donations must be in good, wearable condition. Further details about how you can apply for preloved uniform will be made 

available in the new year. 

Mrs S Salmon - Designated Safeguarding Lead and Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/free-school-meals

