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Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well. For those who don’t know me well, I am 

George Panayiotou the CEO of Castleford Academy Trust. Our family of five Trust academies, two 

secondary and three primary academies, are spread across Castleford and Crofton. We are fully 

committed to providing a first-class education for pupils by following our vision of “working together to 

achieve excellence for all”. One of the main benefits of working so closely in a family of academies is the 

ability to share expertise and best practice across our academies for the benefit of all pupils across the 

Trust.  

As we come to the end of this Autumn term, I wanted to thank all pupils, parents/carers, staff, trustees 

and governors across Trust academies for their continued support. I feel extremely privileged to lead a 

wonderful high performing Trust that plays such an important role in our local communities.  

Post pandemic, our leaders and staff have been busy  putting plans are in place to ensure pupils continue 

to catch up on any lost time from the pandemic, address any gaps in learning and improve the outcomes 

and aspirations of all pupils, along with re-engaging pupils with their wider educational experiences. It has 

been great to return to a full programme of extra curricular, including visits to universities, theatres, 

museums, sporting events/tournaments, musical performances, pantomimes etc., in which pupils have 

been fully immersed. I enjoy seeing so many pupils getting involved with these amazing opportunities to 

support their wider development.  

I have been extremely impressed with the high levels of attendance of our pupils across the Trust, 

bucking the national trend. I would like to thank parents and carers for your continued support with this. 

Pupil attendance remains a high priority as it has a significant impact on a child’s development, education 

experience, mental wellbeing, access to learning and wider achievement. Please continue the positive 

start to the year by encouraging your child to attend school regularly.   

As always, I have thoroughly enjoyed my visits to each of the Trust academies over the last term. The 

visits are a great opportunity to showcase the fantastic work taking place at each academy, see the 

improvements in provision and developments since my last visit, along with having the opportunity to 

speak with staff and pupils. It has been great to see our pupils smiling, happy, engaged and with a passion 

to learn.  

Last year saw the return to end of year external assessments at all statutory assessment points. I am 

extremely proud of how our pupils have quickly adapted to the return of these external assessments or 

exams. They have shown an enormous amount of dedication and hard work both in school and at home 
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and I am tremendously pleased with the outcomes across all of our academies. We look forward to 

building on these this year and I thank for your contribution and support.  

In the current climate, we are all facing significant financial pressures as the cost of living, energy and 

inflationary pressures impact our daily lives. In order to help any families who are struggling with the cost 

of living at this difficult time, the Government has launched the 'Help for Households’ scheme. The 

homepage brings together over 40 support schemes that the public can access, depending on eligibility, 

including help with household costs, energy bills, childcare costs, income support and transport costs. 

Wakefield council have also produced a document that brings together all the support available to 

support families with the cost of living Wakefield Cost of Living Support. In addition, if you need support 

with any items of school uniform, please contact your child’s academy in the first instance. 

Thank you once again for your continued support in attending open days, nativities, presentation 

evenings and events throughout the year, the support you provide for both your child(ren) and the 

academy is much appreciated.  

Each academy has been involved in a number of staff and pupil led events to raise much needed funds for 

charities over this last term including Pontefract Hospice, Macmillan, Mental Health and Prostate Cancer, 

Children in Need, Food Banks and much more. Thank you to staff, pupils and their families for their help 

with organising these important events.  

As always if you feel that any aspect of our work falls below your expectation, we would appreciate you 

getting in touch with us by contacting your child’s academy so we can deal with any issues promptly.   

As the year closed it is a good opportunity to reflect on our experiences over the year and set goals for 

2023 “The new year stands before us, like a chapter in a book, waiting to be written. We can help 

enhance that story by setting goals.” 

Finally, may I take the opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, I hope 
you and your family enjoy a well-deserved break.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
George Panayiotou 
CEO Castleford Academy Trust 
 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://wakefield.pagetiger.com/wakefield-cost-of-living-support/v1

