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Reading Train Timetables

Travelling by train is a great 
way to get around.

There are train stations all over 
Scotland and the UK.

Each train station has specific 
places you can get to. The 
bigger the station, the more 
places trains will travel to.

Train timetables help us find 
out where trains are going. 
They also tell us what time they 
leave and arrive at a 
destination.



This is the usual layout for 
most tra in timetables.

What Does a Timetable Look Like?



How Do I Know Where a Train Is Going?

The left-hand side of a 
train timetable shows the 
names of the stations the 
train stops at.

The first station in the list 
is where the train starts.

The last station in the list 
is the final stop for that 
journey.



What Do the Letters d and a Mean?

The letter d next to the 
station name means the 
time the train departs 
from that station.

The letter a next to the 
station name means the 
time the train arrives at 
that station.



What Do the Numbers in the 
Columns Mean?

The columns next to the 
stations show the time 
the train either departs 
from or arrives at that 
station. Each column 
shows the arrival and 
departure 
times for each station for 
one journey. The times on 
timetables are always 
shown in the 24 -hour 
clock format.

The first column shows 
the times for the first 
train of the day.

The second column shows the times 
for the second train and so on.



How Do I Know Which Train to Catch?

To know which train to 
catch you need to know 
what time you need to be at 
your destination. 

If you are travelling from 
Glasgow Central to 
Edinburgh and need to be 
in Edinburgh by 1200, then 
the train you need to catch 
from Glasgow Central is 
the 1016 and you will 
arrive in Edinburgh at 1148.

Edinburgh

1016
1148

Glasgow Central



Challenge Time!

1. If you left Glasgow 
Central at 0715, what 
time would you arrive 
in Shotts?

2. What time does the 
0918 train from 
Glasgow Central arrive 
in Livingston South?

3. If you needed to be in 
Edinburgh by 0900 , 
which train would you 
catch from 
Holytown ?

Using the timetable, work out the 
following challenge questions.
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