
CHALLENGE: Why might a wall be 
created to separate Berlin after 

WW2? 



Title: What was different about East and 
West Berlin?

Why do we 
remember 
the Berlin 

Wall today? 

GREENS Identify what the Iron Curtain was.
Describe the division between East 
and West Berlin.
Identify how Berliners remember the 
wall today. 

YELLOWS Describe what the Iron Curtain was.
Explain the differences in the 
division between East and West 
Berlin.
Explain why the wall is remembered 
in this way. 

BLUES Explain what the Iron Curtain was.
Explain the differences and 
similarities in the division between 
East and West Berlin.
Judge how the wall could be best 
remembered. 

Objectives:
Identify the 
similarities 

and 
differences 

between 
East and 

West Berlin.  
Investigate

how the 
Berlin Wall 

is 
remembered 

today. 



War of words

Winston Churchill makes a 
speech in Fulton, Missouri in 
the USA on March 5th 1946.

This speech became one of 
the most famous speeches in 

20th century history.

Listen carefully to the 
clip. 

How does Churchill 
describe the divide in 

Europe?

What else does he say 
about Europe?

Challenge: How does this 
encourage the world, 
especially America, to 

react?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2P
UIQpAEAQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2PUIQpAEAQ


“An iron curtain has descended”
Iron Curtain was a 
METAPHOR to describe the 
situation in Europe

Europe was split into two 
competing sides, the West 
and the East.

The division had three 
aspects to it:

It was political, as both 
sides had different political 
beliefs

It was economic, as both 
sides operated as their own 
separate trading blocks

It was military, as both 
sides had their own multi-
national army.



Nowhere was the split between East and 
West more obvious than in Berlin.

Berlin was a city split in two, with the 
capitalist West in control of one half, and the 

communist East in charge of the other.

Dividing these two halves was the Berlin 
Wall.



Both the USA and the USSR wanted to control the German capital, but it had 
been divided between them. This caused lots of tension between the two powers.

One day, the USSR had started building a massive wall that encircled all of West 
Berlin.

It included minefields, machine gun posts, barbed wire and snipers nests. 



The USSR had realised 
it couldn’t win a nuclear 

war to take Berlin. 

East Germany was losing 
skilled workers who 

were running across the 
border from East to 

West.

The problem of who 
controlled Berlin was 
solved as both sides 

agreed to stick to their 
half

People now couldn’t 
escape East Germany 

Many people were 
escaping from East 
Germany to West 

German over the Berlin 
border

A war with America was 
avoided

The East German 
government looked very 

bad

It looked like the 
Communist USSR had to 
force its people to stay

People tried to escape 
over the wall, some died. 

One of these was 18 
year old Peter Fletcher.

An important symbol of 
the Cold War was 

created

President Kennedy had 
increased the USA’s 
defence budget and 

seemed to be preparing 
to fight.

The Russian leader 
Khrushchev had 

demanded the USA 
leave Berlin, but they 

had refused. 
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Clip 1:

What does this show us about the importance of 
this wall? What did it do?

Challenge: Can we fully rely on this clip?

Clip 2:

What does this clip tell you about living with the 
Wall?

Challenge: Can we fully rely on this clip?

Living with the Berlin Wall
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Your task
You are someone who is planning to escape to West Berlin. You 
are going to try and get over the wall.

Write a final note for your family. They will find it in the 
morning. In your note you could explain:

1. Why you are attempting to cross the wall

2. What you think you will have to overcome

3. How you think you will overcome it

4. What you will do when you arrive on the other side.

5. How you will contact them if you make it.

6. What has been the cause of this division and your thoughts 
on it.



Timeline time!

Draw a timeline of the events we have covered so 
far in this topic: from NHS lesson.



In this topic we will be 
considering which event was the 
most important event in the 20th

century.

We are going to practice this in 
lessons.

Today we looked at the creation 
and destruction of the Berlin 
Wall- so is this the most 
important event in the 20th

century? You can compare this to 
events you know/we have already 
studied.

P- I think that the creation and 
destruction of the Berlin Wall 
was/was not the most significant 
event in the 20th century 
because….
E- For example, I know that…
E- This was important because…
E- In addition,….
E- This meant that…
USE PEE
USE PEEEE
USE PEEEEL (link to the question/link 
to compare to another event)
Challenge:  Why might others oppose 
your argument? Explain. E.g. 
doctors/politicians




	Slide Number 1
	Title: What was different about East and West Berlin?
	War of words
	“An iron curtain has descended”
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Title: What was different about East and West Berlin?
	Slide Number 9
	Living with the Berlin Wall
	Title: What was different about East and West Berlin?
	Your task
	Timeline time!
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

