
The Middle East is located where Asia, 
Africa and Europe meet but is 

primarily in south West Asia. It is 
surrounded by oceans and seas.

The Physical Features of War: 
• Deserts – difficult to fight in as 

there are no landmarks for 
navigation and the temperature is 
extreme

• Forest – useful as it can act as 
camouflage and can sneak around.

• Hill – gives an advantage if you 
have high ground. Many towns were 
built on these as it is a good 
defence. 

• River – difficult to cross, towns 
built on bends as they are 
defensive. Good for water source.

• Mountains – takes energy to climb 
through making conflict very 
difficult. 

WG1 & 2 – Physical Features Afghanistan War Causes Effects 

The Afghanistan war 
started in 2001 and 
is still ongoing in 
some form today.

It mainly  involved the 
US, UK and an alliance 
of Afghan fighters 
called the Northern 
Alliance, fighting 
against the Taliban 
and al-Qaeda. 

The September 11th

terror attack on the 
USA was the cause of 
this conflict. The 
Taliban (people in 
charge of Afghanistan 
at the time)  were 
harbouring al-Qaeda 
leader Osama Bin 
Laden who had claimed 
he was responsible  
for the attacks and 
therefore the US and 
UK took action to take 
him by force to be 
held account for his 
actions. 

• The war was 
estimated to have 
cost over 
$1trillion.

• Osama Bin Laden 
was killed in 2011

• More than 43,000 
civilians have been 
killed during the 
conflict

• US/UK and Afghan 
soldiers have been 
killed.

• Many troops that 
weren’t killed have 
suffered awful life 
changing injuries 
as a result of the 
conflict.WG3 & 4 – Afghan War

Impacts Management 

• Civil war – the RUF 
tried to gain control 
of the countries 
diamond mines The 
RUF abducted 
children from as 
young as 8 years old, 
trained them and 
drugged them to 
make them fearless, 
they would often 
have to fight their 
own village and family 
members

• amputating arms so 
that people can no 
longer work in 
diamond mines

• 1000s children have 
become orphans

The Kimberley Process:
Each package of rough 
diamonds crossing a 
border must be:
In a sealed container 
Sent with a Kimberley 
Process Certificate 
Each certificate is 
numbered and describes 
the package’s contents.
The package can only be 
exported to another 
member of the 
Kimberley Process.
It is illegal for packages 
of rough diamonds to 
either be sent by a 
country without a 
certificate.
If any country breaks 
these rules it can lead to 
confiscation of parcels 
and criminal charges.

Blood Diamonds: Diamonds mined 
in a warzone and the profits used 
to fund civil war and conflict. 

Sierra Leone is a country which 
has a big problem with bloody 
diamonds. They are an LIC who 
have civil war between a rebel 
group called the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) and their 
government. This puts many people 
at risk through dangerous mining 
to fund the conflict. 

Impacts Management 

• 2 million 
children have 
been killed in 
conflict

• 1 million have 
been orphaned

• 6 million have 
been seriously 
injured

• 10 million 
suffered from 
psychological 
trauma

• Children are 
easier targets

• Children are 
often forced to 
kill their own 
family members
whilst drugged 
to prove 
themselves to 
the commanders 

• Rehabilitation of 
soldiers

• Counselling
• Family tracing
• Education and 

support
• UN 

Peacekeeping
troops sent in.

• UNICEF 
Children NOT 
soldiers 
campaign 

Child Soldier: a child 
associated with an armed 
force or armed group who 
is below 18 years of age.

Child soldiers are often 
used in LICs and NEEs 
where civil war and conflict 
has caused families to be 
separated. 

Armed groups target 
children because they are 
easier to manipulate, they 
don’t need as much food 
and they cant really tell 
what is dangerous. 

The countries highlighted in red on 
this map are the ones which are 

known to have had children under 
the age of 15 years old serving in 

the armed forces. 

WG5 – 7 Blood Diamonds 

WG5 – 7 Child Soldiers 
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Impacts:
• Farmers are paid more to produce opium poppies than 

wheat (10x’s more)
• People are killed trying to transport the heroine
• Addicts lose jobs, trust with friends and family and 

may turn to crime to fund their addiction
• Added pressure on health services to care for 

addicts
• Death

Management: 
• Send in troops to eradicate Taliban and set up 

modern farms giving Afghans the chance to grow 
food which can be sold legally.

• Pay farmers a premium rate for all Opium poppies 
grown but destroy the harvest.

• Teach people in the UK not to take drugs therefore 
reducing demand and forcing Afghans to grow 
different crops.

• Destroy all poppy farms and burn crops while jailing 
all addicts in Western countries.

Heroin Trail: The journey that 
opium poppies take from being 
grown in Afghanistan to being 
sold as heroin in the UK. 

Farmers in Afghanistan grow 
opium poppies and sell them for 
high profit. They are an LIC 
and use the money they make 
to send their children to school 
and to be able to afford better 
healthcare.  They are probably 
unaware of the impacts.

WG5 – 7 Heroin Trail 

Management: 
Piracy can be managed mainly by making adjustments to cargo ships to make 
sure they are safe. In the diagram below you can see the number of 
different methods that people use to keep their ships safe.

Piracy: robbery of cargo out at sea on 
ships. Often pirates use small ‘skiv’ style 
ships to board large cargo ships. 

Piracy is a big problem in Somalia and 
traders using the Gulf of Aden and the 
Indian Ocean are at risk of being 
attacked. 

Issues of Piracy:

• Caused by the fact that there is 
no central government, Somalia 
has a long coastline and has 
strong links to Al-Qaeda

• Disrupts global trade and security
• In 2010 ransom money, military 

protection and cargo insurance 
cost between $7-12 billion

• Costs Egypt, Kenya, Yemen and 
Nigeria $1.25 billion annually

WG5 – 7 Piracy

Case Study: Ilusu Dam
• There have been proposals to build a 

hydroelectric power station in SE Turkey 
in the ancient town of Hasankeyf on the 
River Tigris. 

Location: 
River Tigris is in South-East Anatolia, 65km 
upstream of Syrian and Iraqi border. 
Dimensions:
A rock fill dam 1820m long and 125m high will 
create a reservoir with the volume of 10.4 
billion cubic meters and a surface area of 
313km2

Advantages Disadvantages

➢ Hydroelectric power to 
produce electricity.

➢ Water can be used for 
irrigation in agriculture 
(farming for 

➢ Boost for local economy 
and development

➢ The new resettlement 
plans include funding to 
“rescue” some parts of 
Hasankeyf by moving 
them elsewhere 

➢ 52 villages and 15 small 
towns will be flooded

➢ Heritage and 
archaeological sites will 
be lost

➢ The dam will have a life 
span of 50-70 years but 
the sites will be 
permanently destroyed 

➢ May encourage 
waterborne diseases 
such as malaria into the 
region 

➢ Will reduce the quality 
and quantity of water 
reaching Iraq and Syria, 
increasing tensions

➢ It will create Kurdish 
refugees, fuelling the 
conflict between the 
Turkish state and 
guerrilla of the PKK. 

WG8 – Water Conflict Syrian Civil War 
Causes 

Effects 

• In 2011, protests all across the Middle East 
happened in order to try and overthrow the 
cruel dictators that led the countries

• During one of these protests in 2011 the 
government forces shot at the unarmed 
protestors, killing many. This led to a violent 
rebellion and civil war in the country against 
the government and Al-Assad’s regime

• 12 year old Hamza al-Khateeb who wrote on the 
side of his school “The Government must go!”
He was tortured, killed, with his body returned 
to his parents; sparking outrage and more 
protests.

• To fight back against protestors Al-Assad 
destroyed many Syrian cities. This included the 
use of chemical weapons (WMD) against the 
city of Ghouta in August 2013

• To make matters worse, since 2014 ISIS have 
been seeking to take control of Syria, causing 
yet more violence across the country.

In 2015 thousands of 
frustrated Syrians fled 
the country and headed 
to Europe to seek 
asylum, they did this in 
order to find 
somewhere safe to live 
as they no longer had 
homes to call their own. 
This has put pressure 
on services in Europe 
as thousands are now 
trying to find safety by 
any means possible, 
including routes across 
the Mediterranean Sea 
putting lives at risk.

WG9 – Impacts of Modern Conflict (Syria)
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