
Complete the pyramid:
1 -Date
2 – ways in which the 
government tried & failed to 
help
3 – ideas about what they 
believed CAUSED the Great 
Plague
4 - PREVENTIONS
5 - TREATMENTS
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Brain in Gear Task:
Complete as much of the 
pyramid as you can from 
memory & through discussion 
as a table. Do this in 1 colour.

When you cannot remember 
anymore use your book to 
complete – do this in another 
colour.

















1
Each infected house 
should be supplied 
with essential food 

and is to have one or 
two watchmen or 

‘watchers’ on guard 
to ensure no one 

enters or leaves the 
house.

2
‘Examiners’ 

attending an infected 
house must not leave 
for 28 days after the 

person has died. 
Boarded up houses 
should be marked 
with a large cross 

and the words ‘Lord 
have mercy on us’.

3
‘Searchers’ must be 
appointed in every 

town/village to check 
that the people 

within the boarded 
up houses have died 

from the Plague.
Individuals are not 

allowed to work as a 
shopkeeper or 
laundry maid.

4
Human faeces and 
other filth lying in 

the streets and lanes 
in the city is to be 
removed with all 

speed to places far 
different.

5
The burial of the 

dead must be either 
before sunrise or 
after sunset. All 

graces should be at 
least six foot deep.

6
Each household 

should be 
responsible for 

sweeping the front 
of their houses. 

These were  known 
as ‘rakers’. Rubbish 

will be collected 
daily.

7
No animals are to be 
kept within this city 
e.g. pigs, cats, dogs, 
pigeons or rabbits. 
Stray dogs and cats

are to be caught and 
killed. Around 40,000 

dogs and 200,000 
cats were 

slaughtered.

8
Public prayers are to 

be said on 
Wednesdays and 

Fridays. Weekly fasts 
must be held, as 

decided by Charles II.

9
All street performers
to be banned from 

the city and no 
strangers are to be 

let into the city 
without a certificate  

of health. Public 
meetings are 

banned.
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Perhaps 100,000 Londoners died of the plague in 1665. 
One historian has suggested that as many as three-
quarters of a million people died nationwide, and that 
many more became ill and recovered. Coping with this 
placed a strain on the economy and society.

People’s lives and businesses suffered terribly because 
so many were shut in their homes. One eyewitness said 
that London became so quiet that every day was like a 
Sunday and grass started to grow in the streets. Many 
were forced to beg or steal food and money because the 
plague had such a bad effect on trade.

There wasn’t a spirit of unity and collective pulling 
together to fight the plague. Samuel Pepys wrote in his 
diary, the plague [is] making us cruel as dogs to one 
another.

Modern historians, however, have suggested that the 
plague had little effect on England – scientific and 
economic growth continued unaffected, and even the 
worst-affected towns recovered quickly.
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