
Mark scheme – can you determine where your response sits?!

GIVE YOURSELF A WWW AND EBI

SELF-ASSESS YOUR 
STRUCTURE QUESTION 
FROM FRIDAY.



Extension: Finish this sentence: ‘Whilst the evening light 
drew its curtain around the field, …
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Thursday, 26 May 2022

Write down five words to describe this scene. 
Descriptive Writing
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This term we will be studying descriptive writing. We will use all 
the important knowledge from our English lessons across the 
year to demonstrate our writing ability by writing accurately and 
creatively.

Over the coming weeks, we will:

• Use settings effectively to express an appropriate emotion
• Begin our descriptions effectively to have an impact on the 

reader
• Use effective imagery to describe settings and people
• Think about how we sequence our writing 
• We will combine and practise using emotion, imagery and 

sequencing to create an effect
• We will practise our writing and have time to craft and edit

our responses



We will begin with some writing inspired by the setting 
of ‘Animal Farm’. 
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Here is an adapted extract from ‘Animal Farm’.

Try to picture the scene in your mind as we read. 

The knoll where they were lying gave them a 
wide prospect across the countryside. They 
could see the long pasture stretching down in 
front of them, the spinney, and the mowed 
fields where the young grass was thick and 
green. It was a clear spring evening. The grass 
and the bursting hedges were gilded by the 
level rays of the sun. Never had the farm 
appeared to the animals so desirable a 
place.

knoll – hill 
prospect – view
pasture – field
spinney – small 
woodland

gilded – lit with 
gold

p. 2
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Which image best illustrates the paragraph we have 
just read?

A

B C

The knoll where they were lying gave 
them a wide prospect across the 
countryside. They could see the long 
pasture stretching down in front of 
them, the spinney, and the mowed 
fields where the young grass was 
thick and green. It was a clear spring 
evening. The grass and the bursting 
hedges were gilded by the level rays 
of the sun. Never had the farm 
appeared to the animals so desirable 
a place.
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Which image best illustrates the paragraph we have 
just read?

A

C D

The other images are of 
the countryside, but this 
image contains most of 
the features of Orwell’s 
clear description. 

The knoll where they were lying gave them a wide prospect 
across the countryside. They could see the long pasture 
stretching down in front of them, the spinney, and the 
mowed fields where the young grass was thick and green. It 
was a clear spring evening. The grass and the bursting 
hedges were gilded by the level rays of the sun. Never had 
the farm appeared to the animals so desirable a place.



Which emotions does Orwell’s writing create in the 
reader?
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anxiety

surprise

unease

gladness

thrill

fondness

mystery

delight

excitementhope

introspection

pride

The knoll where they were lying gave them a wide 
prospect across the countryside. They could see the 
long pasture stretching down in front of them, the 
spinney, and the mowed fields where the young grass 
was thick and green. It was a clear spring evening. The 
grass and the bursting hedges were gilded by the level 
rays of the sun. Never had the farm appeared to the 
animals so desirable a place.



What did you come up with?
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gladness

thrill

fondness

delight

hope

introspection

pride

The knoll where they were lying gave them a wide 
prospect across the countryside. They could see the 
long pasture stretching down in front of them, the 
spinney, and the mowed fields where the young grass 
was thick and green. It was a clear spring evening. The 
grass and the bursting hedges were gilded by the level 
rays of the sun. Never had the farm appeared to the 
animals so desirable a place.



Orwell’s writing can also be described as emotive.

The word emotive describes something that makes 
people feel strong emotions.  

Why do these situations describe something that is emotive?
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The member of parliament spoke emotively
about the benefits of a referendum. 

The breath-taking views of the northern lights 
are even more emotive in person than in 
photos.

The cellist’s performance was so emotive that 
the audience gave him a standing ovation. 



Orwell’s writing is emotive. Let’s explore how Orwell 
does this. 

The knoll where they were lying gave them a wide 
prospect across the countryside. They could see the 
long pasture stretching down in front of them, the 
spinney, and the mowed fields where the young grass 
was thick and green. It was a clear spring evening. The 
grass and the bursting hedges were gilded by the level 
rays of the sun. Never had the farm appeared to the 
animals so desirable a place.M
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The animals could see 
the whole of the farm 
before their eyes – the 
view is captivating. 

With a  partner, annotate where Orwell includes 
emotive language.
Here’s an example:



Orwell’s writing is emotive. Let’s explore how Orwell 
does this. 

The knoll where they were lying gave them a wide 
prospect across the countryside. They could see the 
long pasture stretching down in front of them, the 
spinney, and the mowed fields where the young grass 
was thick and green. It was a clear spring evening. The 
grass and the bursting hedges were gilded by the level 
rays of the sun. Never had the farm appeared to the 
animals so desirable a place.M
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g The animals could see 
the whole of the farm 
before their eyes – the 
view is captivating. 

Here are some more examples. Add to your copy. 
The grass is described as ‘thick’ 
and ‘green’ which means it is 
healthy and thriving. The scene is 
full of the hope of new life. 

There is nothing that is getting in 
the way of the view. The sun 
glimmers on the hedges. The 
weather reflects the mood of hope.

The farm is ‘desirable’ – all of the 
animals want to live there and 
are proud of how beautiful it 
looks. 



M
as

te
ry

 W
rit

in
g

Let’s look at another example of a clear description. 
The next description is from the opening of a book 
called ‘Watership Down’ by Richard Adams. 
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Here is an extract from ‘Watership Down’.

Try to picture the scene in your mind as we read. 

On the other side of the fence, the upper 
part of the field was full of rabbit holes. In 
places the grass was gone altogether and 
everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit 
droppings, through which nothing but weeds 
would grow. A hundred yards away, at the 
bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no more 
than three feet wide. It was half choked with 
dry reeds, watercress and blue brooklime. The 
cart track crossed by a brick pipe and 
climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into 
the lane. 

blue brooklime – a 
plant

fivebarred gate –
a wide gate with 
thick bars to stop 
animals getting 
through

p. 3



Which emotions does Adams’s writing create in the 
reader?
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anxiety

surprise

unease

gladness

thrill

fondness

mystery

delight

disappointmenthope

introspection

pride

On the other side of the fence, the upper part of the field was 
full of rabbit holes. In places the grass was gone altogether 
and everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit droppings, 
through which nothing but weeds would grow. A hundred 
yards away, at the bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no 
more than three feet wide. It was half choked with dry reeds, 
watercress and blue brooklime. The cart track crossed by a 
brick pipe and climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into the lane. 
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anxiety

unease

mystery

disappointment

introspection

On the other side of the fence, the upper part of the field was 
full of rabbit holes. In places the grass was gone altogether 
and everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit droppings, 
through which nothing but weeds would grow. A hundred 
yards away, at the bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no 
more than three feet wide. It was half choked with dry reeds, 
watercress and blue brooklime. The cart track crossed by a 
brick pipe and climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into the lane. 

What did you come up with?



On the other side of the fence, the upper 
part of the field was full of rabbit holes. In 
places the grass was gone altogether and 
everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit 
droppings, through which nothing but weeds 
would grow. A hundred yards away, at the 
bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no more 
than three feet wide. It was half choked with 
dry reeds, watercress and blue brooklime. The 
cart track crossed by a brick pipe and 
climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into 
the lane. 

blue brooklime – a 
plant

fivebarred gate –
a wide gate with 
thick bars to stop 
animals getting 
through

Adams effectively creates an emotive setting. 

In pairs, annotate the words and phrases that make 
this an emotive description.

Extension: How does Adams’s description compare 
to Orwell’s? Which is more emotive?
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On the other side of the fence, the upper 
part of the field was full of rabbit holes. In 
places the grass was gone altogether and 
everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit 
droppings, through which nothing but weeds 
would grow. A hundred yards away, at the 
bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no more 
than three feet wide. It was half choked with 
dry reeds, watercress and blue brooklime. The 
cart track crossed by a brick pipe and 
climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into 
the lane. 

blue brooklime – a 
plant

fivebarred gate –
a wide gate with 
thick bars to stop 
animals getting 
through

What did  you come up with?
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On the other side of the fence, the upper 
part of the field was full of rabbit holes. In 
places the grass was gone altogether and 
everywhere there were clusters of dry rabbit 
droppings, through which nothing but weeds 
would grow. A hundred yards away, at the 
bottom of the slope, ran the stream, no more 
than three feet wide. It was half choked with 
dry reeds, watercress and blue brooklime. The 
cart track crossed by a brick pipe and 
climbed the opposite slope to a fivebarred
gate in the thorn hedge. The gate led into 
the lane. 

What did  you come up with?
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Adams describes the field in a 
pejorative way which reflects a 
possible loss or change in the setting. 

Perhaps there are holes 
because the rabbits are busy 
hibernating or perhaps more 
worryingly they have left the 
field. 

This farm has been neglected and 
lacks the possibility of flourishing. 



Let’s look at another example 
of a clear description. The next 
description is adapted from a 
Victorian novel called ‘Tess of 
the D’Urbervilles’ by Thomas 
Hardy. 

We are going to read one of his 
famous descriptions of the farm 
during the harvest. M
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Here is an extract from ‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’.

Try to picture the scene in your mind as we read. 

It was a hazy sunrise in August. The denser 
evening vapours, attacked by the warm 
beams, were dividing and shrinking within 
hollows and trees, where they waited till they 
should be dried away to nothing. The sun, on 
account of the mist, had a curious look. The 
field had already been "opened"; that is to 
say, a lane a few feet wide had been 
ploughed through the wheat along the 
whole circumference of the field for the first 
passage of the horses and machine.

vapours – mist

ploughed – cut

p. 4



Hardy effectively creates an emotive setting. 

In pairs, annotate the words and phrases that make 
this an emotive description.

Extension: How does Hardy’s description compare to 
Orwell’s and Adams’s? Which is more emotive?

It was a hazy sunrise in August. The denser 
evening vapours, attacked by the warm 
beams, were dividing and shrinking within 
hollows and trees, where they waited till they 
should be dried away to nothing. The sun, on 
account of the mist, had a curious look. The 
field had already been "opened"; that is to 
say, a lane a few feet wide had been 
ploughed through the wheat along the 
whole circumference of the field for the first 
passage of the horses and machine.M
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vapours – mist

ploughed - cut
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These are three very good examples of describing a 
countryside setting. Here is what makes these 
examples so good:
 They are clear.
 They are emotive. 

Over the next few lessons we will explore in more detail how 
writers create effective descriptions before writing our own.



a) The politicians say they emotive a referendum, but 
they don’t really. 

b) The charity campaign emotive a cause for 
donations. 

c) The teacher said that the orchestra’s performance 
would be emotive.

d) The doctor saw that his emotive was not having a 
big impact on the patient.

e) The movie had an emotive effect on me because 
it represented my cultural experience accurately. 
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Which sentence uses the word emotive accurately?



Re
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Which sentence uses the word emotive accurately?

a) The politicians say they emotive a referendum, but 
they don’t really. 

b) The charity campaign emotive a cause for 
donations. 

c) The teacher said that the orchestra’s performance 
would be emotive.

d) The doctor saw that his emotive was not having a 
big impact on the patient.

e) The movie had an emotive effect on me because it 
represented my cultural experience accurately. 
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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