
Students complete this individually and in silence

Teacher takes answers using whole class call and response

Teacher takes answers using targeted questions

Students tick and correct their work 

Teacher explains and students listen (‘pens down’ 
recommended)

Students discuss in pairs

Teacher calls on selected students to share their work 
(reading aloud/use of visualiser/mini whiteboards)



Lesson 8
Lesson outline
This lesson is on the following topics:

Part of lesson Mastery Focus Suggested Timings
Do Now Relative clauses: the thing that

Up to 20 minutes

Exercise 1 Tenses: what had happened to 
order past events

Exercise 2 Tenses: verbs 1, 2 and 3
Exercise 3 Subordinate clauses: rather 

than sentence stems (3)
Writing & 
proofreading

Writing a pro-con piece 20 minutes 
(minimum)

Multiple Choice Question 5 minutes

(For teacher use)
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Potential Misconceptions
Part Potential Misconception Suggested response

Do 
Now

Students might not realise that “the thing that” can be used 
with a subject and with an object. They might therefore fail 
to correctly identify “the thing that” part. 

Remind students that you can use “the thing that” as both a 
subject and an object. Give them a range of examples to 
show this. “I have a phone that doesn’t take good 
photos”/”Phones that take good photos are expensive”. 

Ex. 1 -Students might struggle to understand why we use a 
different tense to show the order of past events. They might 
think we can do this by only using past simple. 

-Bring students back to the example in the presentation. 
“Tom woke up. Someone stole his bag.” Which event 
happened first? Is it clear? No. Therefore we need to clearly 
show in the grammar which event happened first. We can 
do this by using “what had happened. 

Ex. 2 -Students might struggle to understand the difference 
between verb 2 and 3. They might not understand why 
verb 3 exists and how it is different to verb 2.

-Students might not know the verb 3 form of some common 
irregular verbs. 

-Remind students that verb 2 is used to talk about anything 
in the past simple –any simple events that happened in the 
past. These are events you might list. “I went to the park last 
week. I went to Spain when I was 5.” Verb 3 is used when 
you are talking about more complex past events, such as 
ordering past events or talking about experiences. They will 
cover this later in Mastery Writing 4.

-Verb 3 forms will need to be rote learned if students do not 
already know them. This activity only asks them to identify 
the verb 3 form. Help students by getting them to identify 
the verb 2 form first. They should then be able to logically 
work out the verb 3 form. 

Ex. 3 -Students might put a comma before the rather than part 
when it is at the end of the sentence. 

-Students might write sentence endings that are not related 
to the sentence stems. 
-Students might struggle to write with so little prompting. 

-“Where is the rather than part? Is it at the beginning or the 
end of the sentence? If it is at the end, do we need a 
comma?”

-Use the questions to direct students towards sentences that 
are grammatically correct and related to the stem.
-Getting students to think very carefully about the topic and 
link it to the writing they did in lesson 7. Encourage them to 
apply their ideas from lesson 7 to this task. 

Writ-
ing

This is only the second time that students have written a 
“pro-con” piece. They might not realise that we expect 
them to write the “pro” and “con” pieces in separate 
paragraphs. 

Remind students about the structure for a pro-con response.
If students are really struggling, consider printing off the 
structure and giving them a physical copy they can refer 
back to. 

Te
ac

he
r I

nf
or

m
at

io
n

(For teacher use)
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Do Now Thursday, 26 May 2022

/7

1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 
value than most people think. 

Extension: Rewrite “the thing that” part with your own 
ideas.

Underline the part that describes “the thing that”. 
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Do Now Thursday, 26 May 2022

Underline the part that describes “the thing that(that)”. Tick and fix your work.
1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 

fantastic.
2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 

thought it would be.
3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 

charged every day. 
4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 

to 12 hours. 
5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 

more enjoyable.
6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 

beautiful to live in.
7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 

value than most people think. 
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1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 
value than most people think. 

1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 
value than most people think. 

1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 
value than most people think. 

1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better 
value than most people think. 

1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
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1. The book that I read on holiday last year is absolutely 
fantastic.

2. The film that I saw last week wasn’t as good as I 
thought it would be.

3. I have a mobile phone that doesn’t need to be 
charged every day. 

4. I have a water bottle that keeps the water cool for up 
to 12 hours. 

5. Books that don’t have happy endings are so much 
more enjoyable.

6. Flats that have windows on both sides are absolutely 
beautiful to live in.

7. Clothes that don’t cost a fortune are much better value 
than most people think. 

/7
Extension: Rewrite “the thing that” part with your own 
ideas.



Exercise 1: What had happened

RULE: Use “what had happened” to clearly show the order of events 
in the past.  
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Sometimes we need to make it very clear what order 
events happened in the past. This stops confusion. 

Tom woke up on the train. 
In this example it is not clear what event happened first. 
Did Tom wake up before or after his bag was stolen?

To make this clearer we can use “what had happened”. 

Someone stole his bag. 



Exercise 1: What had happened

RULE: Use “what had happened” to clearly show the order of events 
in the past.  
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We can use “what had happened” to clearly show the 
order of events in the past. 
Tom woke up on the train. 

In this example it is clear that Tom’s bag was stolen 
before he woke up. 

Someone had stolen his bag. 

To show “what had happened”, we always use verb 3
after had. 



Exercise 1: What had happened

RULE: Use “what had happened” to clearly show the order of events 
in the past.  
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Jane woke up early. 

In this example it is clear that Jim had made breakfast 
before Jane woke up. 

Jim had made her breakfast. 

To show “what had happened”, we always use verb 3
after had.



Exercise 1: What had happened

RULE: Use “what had happened” to clearly show the order of events 
in the past.  
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To show “what had happened”, we always use verb 3
after had. 
Tom arrived at work. He had forgotten to pack 

his laptop. 

In this example it is clear that Tom had forgotten to pack 
his bag before he arrived at work.



Exercise 1: What had happened

RULE: Use “what had happened” to clearly show the order of events 
in the past.  
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To show “what had happened”, we always use verb 3
after had. 
Hannah got to the station. The train had already left.

In this example it is clear that the train had left before 
Hannah arrived at the station.
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Deal or No Deal

?

Which one is the correct example of “what 
had happened”?

I had already 
ate.

I had already 
eaten. 

I already 
eaten.
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Deal or No Deal

?

Which of these is a correct example of “what 
had happened”? 

I had already 
ate.

I had already 
eaten. 

I already 
eaten.



1. I arrived at the station 2 minutes late. The train had 
left.

2. I went outside for a picnic. It had stopped raining.
3. I went to the theatre. The play had already started.
4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
6. They weren’t particularly excited. They had been 

there before.
7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 

Exercise 1: What had happened

Underline the part that happened first.

RULE: Use “after what had happened” to clearly show the order of 
events in the past.  
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Extension: Write alternative examples for “what had 
happened sentence. /7



Exercise 1: What had happened

Underline the part that shows what had happened.

RULE: Use “after what had happened” to clearly show the order of 
events in the past.  
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1. I arrived at the station 2 minutes late. The train had 
left.

2. I went outside for a picnic. It had stopped raining.
3. I went to the theatre. The play had already started.
4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
6. They weren’t particularly excited. They had been 

there before.
7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 
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7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 
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left.
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4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
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1. I arrived at the station 2 minutes late. The train had 
left.

2. I went outside for a picnic. It had stopped raining.
3. I went to the theatre. The play had already started.
4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
6. They weren’t particularly excited. They had been 

there before.
7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 
Extension: Write alternative examples for “what had 
happened” sentence. /7



1. I arrived at the station 2 minutes late. The train had 
left.

2. I went outside for a picnic. It had stopped raining.
3. I went to the theatre. The play had already started.
4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
6. They weren’t particularly excited. They had been 

there before.
7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 

Exercise 2: Verb 0,1,2,3
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RULE: Verbs have 4 different forms: 0, 1, 2, 3. Verb 0 is the base. 
Verb 1 is the present. Verb 2 is the past. Verb 3 is the super past form.

Underline the verb 3 in these sentences. Circle the 
verb 2.

/7Extension: Explain how you know they are verb 3 verbs.



1. I arrived at the station 2 minutes late. The train had 
left.

2. I went outside for a picnic. It had stopped raining.
3. I went to the theatre. The play had already started.
4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
6. They weren’t particularly excited. They had been 

there before.
7. My neighbour brought my ball around. They had 

found it in their garden. 
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RULE: Verbs have 4 different forms: 0, 1, 2, 3. Verb 0 is the base. 
Verb 1 is the present. Verb 2 is the past. Verb 3 is the super past form.

Tick and fix your work.
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4. I took him to see Toy Story 4. He had seen it. 
5. I got back from my lunch break. Someone had left a 

note on my desk.
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/7Extension: Explain how you know they are verb 3 verbs.



TOPIC: Being given £500 you know has been stolen. 
1. Rather than spending any of the money…

2. Rather than…

3. ………………………………….rather than………………….

Exercise 3: Rather than

Complete these sentence stems 
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Extension: Complete your own sentences about the 
topic using “rather than”. /5

RULE: Use “rather than” in subordinate clauses to present an 
alternative point of view, action or solution. 



TOPIC: Being given £500 you know has been stolen. 
1. Rather than spending any of the money…

2. Rather than…

3. ………………………………….rather than………………….

Exercise 3: Rather than

Use these questions to help you check your sentence 
stem answers.
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RULE: Use “rather than” in subordinate clauses to present an 
alternative point of view, action or solution. 

Checking sentence stems
1. Is the answer a complete and 

grammatically correct sentence?
2. Is the answer relevant to the topic, 

prompt or stem?

Extension: Complete your own sentences about the 
topic using “rather than”. /5



Exercise 3: Rather than

Use these sample sentence endings to help you 
check through your answers.
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RULE: Use “rather than” in subordinate clauses to present an 
alternative point of view, action or solution. 

TOPIC: Being given £500 you know has been stolen. 
1. Rather than spending any of the money, I would 

immediately hand it in to the police. 

2. Rather than give back all of the money, I would keep 
£100 for myself. 

3. I would give all of the money away to charity rather 
than spend it or give it to the police. 

Extension: Complete your own sentences about the 
topic using “rather than”. /5



TYPE OF WRITING
-Opinion
-For 
-Against
-Pro-con
-Argumentative

LENGTH
-Sentences
-One paragraph
-Three paragraphs
-Full answer
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Argumentative writing

INTRODUCTION
-One sentence summary

-Summarising opinion

PARAGRAPH
-Expressing opinion

-Introducing examples
-Because section

-But section
-So section

CONCLUSION
-One sentence summary
-Summarising argument

In each lesson we will practise a different part of argumentative 
writing. In this lesson we will be mastering: 

TYPE OF WRITING
-Opinion
-For 
-Against
-Pro-con
-Argumentative

LENGTH
-Sentences
-One paragraph
-Three paragraphs
-Full answer
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Imagine that on the street you find a birthday card addressed to 
your friend with a £50 note inside. 
Should you:
• keep it for yourself, or 
• hand it to your friend?

Lesson 8 Writing
In the last lesson you wrote against a statement by using 
examples.
In this lesson you are going to practise writing a balanced 
pro-con answer. You will write one paragraph in favour of a 
statement and one paragraph against it. 

In this lesson we are going to look at the following situation:
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Lesson 8 Writing
Think about the following situation:

Is it more tempting to keep £250 or £50? Is it easier to justify 
keeping £50 or £250? Is it easier to imagine giving back the 
money to your friend or someone you have never met? 
Discuss with the person next to you.

Imagine that on the street you find a birthday card addressed to 
your friend with a £50 note inside. 
Should you:
• keep it for yourself, or 
• hand it to your friend?
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Lesson 8 Writing
Think about reasons in favour of each course of action:

Keep all the  
money for 
yourself

Hand the 
£50 note to 
your friend

Imagine that on the street you find a birthday card addressed to 
your friend with a £50 note inside. 
Should you:
• keep it for yourself, or 
• hand it to your friend?
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Lesson 8 Writing
What is the strongest reason in favour of each course of action?

Imagine that on the street you find a birthday card addressed to 
your friend with a £50 note inside. 
Should you:
• keep it for yourself, or 
• hand it to your friend?

Keep all the  
money for 
yourself

Hand the 
£50 note to 
your friend



M
as

te
ry

 W
rit

in
g

Lesson 8 Writing
What does a balanced pro-con argument look like?

In a balanced pro-con argument you need to present 
both sides of view, and also offer your opinion.

The structure of a balanced pro-
con answer should look like this: 

1. Paragraph outlining one or 
two reasons in favour of the 
statement.

2. Paragraph outlining one or 
two reasons against the 
statement.

3. A final paragraph giving your 
overall opinion about the 
statement. 
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26 May 2022Lesson 8 Writing
We are going to continue practising non-fiction writing. 
This time, you need to a balanced pro-con answer
by writing one paragraph in favour of each side. 
You will use the Mastery and Crafting Checks below to 
check through your work.
Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3

I have used “the 
person who” 
and/or “the thing 
that” to expand a 
subject.

I have started a 
sentence with 
“rather than”. 

I used “although” 
and/or “even 
though” in the 
middle of a 
sentence. 

Crafting Check
I have written a balanced pro-con answer by writing one
paragraph in favour of each side, as well as a final 
paragraph giving my opinion. In total I have written three 
paragraphs.
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Lesson 8 Writing

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3

I have used “the 
person who” 
and/or “the thing 
that” to expand a 
subject.

I have started a 
sentence with 
“rather than”. 

I used “although” 
and/or “even 
though” in the 
middle of a 
sentence. 

Crafting Check
I have written a balanced pro-con answer by writing one
paragraph in favour of each side, as well as a final 
paragraph giving my opinion. In total I have written three 
paragraphs.

Imagine that on the street you find a birthday card addressed to 
your friend with a £50 note inside. 
Should you:
• keep it for yourself, or 
• hand it to your friend?
Write a balanced pro-con piece in answer to this question. 
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Use the Mastery and Crafting Checks to review your 
work. 

Lesson 8 Writing

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3

I have used “the 
person who” 
and/or “the thing 
that” to expand a 
subject.

I have started a 
sentence with 
“rather than”. 

I used “although” 
and/or “even 
though” in the 
middle of a 
sentence. 

Crafting Check
I have written a balanced pro-con answer by writing one
paragraph in favour of each side, as well as a final 
paragraph giving my opinion. In total I have written three 
paragraphs.



Lesson 8 Writing

Grammar
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check.

Let’s share some work.

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3

I have used “the 
person who” 
and/or “the thing 
that” to expand a 
subject.

I have started a 
sentence with 
“rather than”. 

I used “although” 
and/or “even 
though” in the 
middle of a 
sentence. 

Crafting Check
I have written a balanced pro-con answer by writing one
paragraph in favour of each side, as well as a final 
paragraph giving my opinion. In total I have written three 
paragraphs.



M
as

te
ry

a) I had already eaten my dinner by the 
time he arrived. 

b) I already eaten my dinner by the time 
he arrived. 

c) I had already ate my dinner by the 
time he arrived. 

d) I ate my dinner by the time he arrived. 
e) I had already eat my dinner by the 

time he arrived. 

Which of these sentences is correct?



M
as

te
ry

a) I had already eaten my dinner by the 
time he arrived. 

b) I already eaten my dinner by the time 
he arrived. 

c) I had already ate my dinner by the 
time he arrived. 

d) I ate my dinner by the time he arrived. 
e) I had already eat my dinner by the 

time he arrived. 

Which of these sentences is correct?



Fe
ed

ba
ck

Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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