
Turn to lesson 5 in your booklet and read the information 
you have been given. 

Based on your understanding of the Holocaust so far, what 
do you think the discussion that took place in this building 

was about?
Struggling: Try using these key terms

Jewish question, lives, enemies, remove, exterminate, Greater Germany, living 
space, Aryan Race, war, citizens

If you can’t find 
the page, use the 
contents page on 
page 3!



A different perspective: How did 
camps differ in the Holocaust?

Lesson objectives:
-Identify the “Final Solution” 
in the Holocaust
-Describe the types of camps 
used in the “Final Solution”-
-Examine the experience of a 
survivor in a camp in the 
Holocaust.

Lesson overview

• Lesson 1: Introduction: 
Where did the Holocaust 
come from?

• Lesson 2: Responsibility: 
How did Hitler’s rise to 
power link to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 3: Livelihood: How 
did life begin to change 
for the Jewish community 
in the lead up to WWII?

• Lesson 4: Turning-points:
What was life like for 
Jewish people in Germany 
from 1938-1942?

• Lesson 5: A different 
perspective: How did 
camps differ in the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 6: Reactions: How 
did people respond to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 7: Learning: What 
can be learned from the 
Holocaust in the 20th

century?

Recap the ‘Jewish question’ and identify the Final Solution.
Create a timeline  identifying  camps in Europe.
Reflect on a survivors experience of a camp in the 
Holocaust.

Recap the ‘Jewish question’ and describe the Final 
Solution.
Create a timeline to describe different types of camps in 
Europe.
Reflect on what can be learned from a survivors account 
of their life in the Holocaust.

Recap the ‘Jewish question’ and describe the aims and 
methods of Final Solution.
Create a timeline to compare camps used in different 
countries in Europe.
Reflect on why survivors accounts help us to learn about 
life in a camp during the Holocaust.

How could we 
stop ideas like 
anti-Semitism 
from spreading 
today?

British value: Democracy, The rule 
of law, Individual liberty, 
Mutual respect, Tolerance



Add to your answer in green pen. What was the “Final Solution to the 
Jewish Question”? What was discussed at this event?

Struggling: Try using these key terms
Jewish question, lives, enemies, remove, exterminate, Greater 

Germany, living space, Aryan Race, war, citizens

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGGmXq
WNrBo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGGmXqWNrBo


Task 1: Jews in Europe

Where was the highest Jewish population in Europe?

Where do you think the Nazis might start increasing their persecution and pushing 
for a ‘Final Solution’ first and why?



Task 2: Timeline of camps in Europe

We are going to look at the 
beginning of the Final 
Solution across Europe. In 
your pairs you have an 
information card about a 
location in Europe. Look at 
this information and answer 
the following questions:

Look at the colours on each 
camp. 
Target 3-4 look at green; 
target 5-6 look at yellow; 
target 7-8 look at blue and 
target 9 extend to challenge.

1. When was this country invaded by Germany?
2. When did large-scale anti-Jewish persecution 

begin? 
3. When, if applicable, did Jews begin to be sent 

to ghettos or transit camps? 
4. When did the Holocaust (i.e. mass murder or 

deportation to extermination camps) begin in 
this community?

If applicable means if appropriate- if there is no 
mention of ghettos or transit camps, it means 
they did not use them!



Krakow, Poland.
Starts with invasion of Poland Sept 
1939, forced to wear Star of David 
Nov 1939. Then forced to leave 
May 1940 and those left moved to 
ghettos. Start moving to 
extermination camps (Belzec) in 
June and Oct 1942, then March 
1943 others sent to concentration 
camps Auschwitz-Birkenau or 
Plasow.

Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
Starts March 1939 with German 
invasion and laws. Sept 1941 Star 
of David badge introduced. Oct 
1941 ghettos. May 1942- Oct 1944 
extermination camps used e.g. 
Treblinka and Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Klodawa, Poland. Starts 
1939 with invasion of 
Poland. Dec 1939 Star of 
David compulsory.  Dec 
1939- March 1941 failure of 
the ‘General Government’ 
area of Poland where Jews 
were sent to starve to 
death. Jan 1942.
Jan 1942 Jews sent to 
Chelmno, where Jews were 
murdered in gas vans.

Paris, France. May 1940 Germany 
invaded France. Oct 1940 
introduction of ant-Jewish laws and 
bombing of synagogues. 
May 1941 arrests of Jews to be sent 
to prison camps. June 1942 forced 
wearing of Star of David, some 
sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
Sobibor extermination camps. 



Kaunas, Lithuania.
June 1941 when Germany 
invaded Soviet Union, which had 
taken Lithuania in 1940. 
Started with murder and forced 
Jews to wear Star of David- then 
used Einsatzgruppen in July 1941. 
By Sept 1943 moved to 
concentration camps.

Krakow, Poland.
Starts with invasion of Poland Sept 
1939, forced to wear Star of David 
Nov 1939. Then forced to leave 
May 1940 and those left moved to 
ghettos. Start moving to 
extermination camps (Belzec) in 
June and Oct 1942, then March 
1943 others sent to concentration 
camps Auschwitz-Birkenau or 
Plasow.

Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
Starts March 1939 with German 
invasion and laws. Sept 1941 Star 
of David badge introduced. Oct 
1941 ghettos. May 1942- Oct 1944 
extermination camps used e.g. 
Treblinka and Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Klodawa, Poland. Starts 
1939 with invasion of 
Poland. Dec 1939 Star of 
David compulsory.  Dec 
1939- March 1941 failure of 
the ‘General Government’ 
area of Poland where Jews 
were sent to starve to 
death. Jan 1942.
Jan 1942 Jews sent to 
Chelmno, where Jews were 
murdered in gas vans.

Paris, France. May 1940 Germany 
invaded France. Oct 1940 
introduction of ant-Jewish laws and 
bombing of synagogues. 
May 1941 arrests of Jews to be sent 
to prison camps. June 1942 forced 
wearing of Star of David, some 
sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
Sobibor extermination camps. 

Zagreb, Yugoslavia. April 
1941 Germany invaded 
Yugoslavia – start of laws.
June 1941 Jews sent to 
concentration camps in 
Croatia, others were 
killed by officials still in 
Croatia. 
May 1943 remaining 
Jews handed to Nazis to 
be sent to Auschwitz-
Birkenau.



Challenge: methods you might notice

• Extermination using camps-
gas chambers (using Zyklon 
B), crematoriums

• Death by forced labour –
labour camps, concentration 
camps

• Expulsion and starvation –
transit camps, concentration 
camps

• Mass shootings-
Einsatzgruppen used here



Reflection: Why is this important?

• Think, pair, share: Why is it 
important to consider a timeline 
of the camps introduced in 
Europe? 

• Have you noticed anything about 
the timeline? Or the locations?

Think Pair Share
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1. Concentration camps a) Used by the Nazis from 1941 to 1945 to murder 
Jews and, on a smaller scale, Roma. To 
implement the ‘Final Solution’, the Nazis 
established six of these camps on Polish land.

1. Extermination camps a) These were camps where prisoners were briefly 
held prior to deportation (exile) to other Nazi 
camps. Prisoners were held in these camps 
before their transportation (transit) to other 
camps, such as Bergen-Belsen or Auschwitz.

1. Transit camps a) The Nazis started using forced labour shortly 
after their rise to power. They established 
specific labour camps which housed eastern 
workers, foreign workers and other forced 
workers who were forcibly rounded up and 
brought in from the east.

1. Forced labour camps a) This was a place where people are 
concentrated and imprisoned without trial. 
Inmates are usually abused for their labour and 
kept under harsh conditions, though this is not 
always the case. 

1. Prisoner of war camps a) Allied military officers and personnel who were 
captured by, or surrendered to, the Nazis were 
also imprisoned in camps. The camps held 
British, American, French, Polish and Soviet 
military personnel. See if you can match the type of camp to its definition. Use the clues of the titles 

to see what they were and what their main purpose was.
Question: Why do you think there were many types of camps in use? Why do 
you think people’s experiences might be so different from each other?



1. Concentration camps a) Used by the Nazis from 1941 to 1945 to murder Jews 
and, on a smaller scale, Roma. To implement the ‘Final 
Solution’, the Nazis established six of these camps on 
Polish land.

1. Extermination camps a) These were camps where prisoners were briefly held 
prior to deportation (exile) to other Nazi camps. 
Prisoners were held in these camps before their 
transportation (transit) to other camps, such as Bergen-
Belsen or Auschwitz.

1. Transit camps a) The Nazis started using forced labour shortly after their 
rise to power. They established specific labour camps 
which housed eastern workers, foreign workers and 
other forced workers who were forcibly rounded up 
and brought in from the east.

1. Forced labour camps a) This was a place where people are concentrated and 
imprisoned without trial. Inmates are usually abused 
for their labour and kept under harsh conditions, 
though this is not always the case. 

1. Prisoner of war camps a) Allied military officers and personnel who were 
captured by, or surrendered to, the Nazis were also 
imprisoned in camps. The camps held British, 
American, French, Polish and Soviet military personnel. 



Task 4:
To finish this tough topic, it is 
important to remember those who 
experienced life in the different 
camps. Listen to the story of this 
Arek Hersh.

Think about what happened to 
people in these camps. 
How does it make you feel?
What does Arek’s story tell you 
about life in camps?
Why should historians use 
testimonies like this instead of 
Nazi official documents to see 
what life was like in camps in the 
Holocaust? Challenge: Have you noticed anything different 

about Auschwitz-Birkenau compared to the 
other camps you have learned about? 





















Reflection:
If you were asked to give a 
lesson on the “Final Solution” to 
someone who had never studied 
before, what is the main thing 
you would teach them?

Aim to include 3 key words and 
1 specific fact.
Aim to include 4 key words and 
1 specific fact.
Aim to include 3 key words and 
2 detailed facts. Key words: Final Solution, Concentration 

Camps, Labour Camps, Extermination Camps, 
pogrom, Einsatzgruppen, crematorium, 
sonderkommando.



Key word Definition
Anti-Semitism
Citizenship
Collaborators
Concentration Camps
Crematorium
Dictatorship
Einsatzgruppen 
Expulsion
Extermination Camps
Extremism
Final Solution
Genocide
Ghettos
Hitler
Holocaust
Kristallnacht
Labour Camps
Liberation
Mein Kampf
Nazi
Nuremberg Laws
Persecution 
Pogrom
Prejudice
Prisoner of War Camps
Resistance
Responsibility
Scapegoat
Sonderkommando 
SS

Key words you should now know from today’s lesson

Check through the words 
in your booklet. Are 
there any you can now 
define?
Challenge yourself to use 
them in a sentence to 
show your 
understanding.
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