
1 Who was Hitler?

2 What were the Nuremberg Laws?

3 Give two examples of laws used to persecute the Jews.

4 Describe two features of life before the Holocaust.

5 Why must we consider life for Jews in all of Europe before the 
Holocaust?

6 Define the term holocaust using three key words you have defined so 
far

Quick 6!
Holocaust 

If you can’t find the page, use the contents page on page 3!

Turning-points: What was life like for Jewish people in 
Germany from 1938-1942?



Turning-points: What was life like 
for Jewish people in Germany from 
1938-1942?

Lesson objectives:
-Identify what the “Jewish 
Question” was.
-Outline the events of 
Kristallnacht.
-Assess the impact of 
Kristallnacht on changing 
Jewish lives after 1938.

Lesson overview

• Lesson 1: Introduction: 
Where did the Holocaust 
come from?

• Lesson 2: Responsibility: 
How did Hitler’s rise to 
power link to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 3: Livelihood: How 
did life begin to change 
for the Jewish community 
in the lead up to WWII?

• Lesson 4: Turning-points:
What was life like for 
Jewish people in Germany 
from 1938-1942?

• Lesson 5: A different 
perspective: How did 
camps differ in the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 6: Reactions: How 
did people respond to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 7: Learning: What 
can be learned from the 
Holocaust in the 20th

century?

Use prior knowledge to work out what the Jewish 
question was.
Identify the events of Kristallnacht using a survivors story.
Use testimonies to identify how life changed in ghettos 
after Kristallnacht.

Use prior knowledge to explain what the Jewish question 
was.
Describe the main events of Kristallnacht using a survivors 
story.
Use testimonies to  explain how life changed in ghettos 
after Kristallnacht.

Use prior knowledge to explain what the different parts of 
the Jewish question were
Explain the importance of Kristallnacht using survivors
stories. 
Use testimonies to explain how life changed in ghettos 
after Kristallnacht and assess how far life changed.

Are any groups 
scapegoated in 
our society 
today?

British value: Democracy, The rule 
of law, Individual liberty, 
Mutual respect, Tolerance



The “Jewish Question”.

Based on what you already know, what do you 
think the Jewish Question was? 

Clue: This is a question that Nazi party aimed to 
answer. One of their solutions will include 
introducing things like Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Think Pair Share
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The “Jewish Question”.
At this point we have looked at various measures the Nazis took to help answer their “Jewish 
question.” This question was debated heavily, and focused on what to do with the Jewish 
community e.g. should they be citizens, where should they live, what work should they do 
etc.?
By 1938, many members of the Nazi Party believed that the persecution of Jews had not gone 
far enough. There were violent attacks on Jews in many towns and cities in Germany and 
Austria in the spring and summer of 1938. In October 1938, more than 15,000 Jews living in 
Germany who had Polish citizenship were forced to leave the country in horrendous 
conditions. Then, on the night of 9th–10th November 1938, an event known as Kristallnacht 
took place.

Are any groups 
scapegoated in 
our society today?



Task 1: Kristallnacht
Testimonies are the best way for 
us to understand what happened 
during the Holocaust. It is 
important for historians to use 
the stories of those who were 
involved in these horrific events, 
and not to rely purely on official 
accounts, especially those from 
Nazi officials.

Watch the survivor’s account of 
the events of Kristallnacht and 
answer the questions in your 
booklet.

Struggling? Use the key word box to help 
you.
Nazis

Nuremberg Laws 1935
Cinemas/theatres

Excluded 
School

Arrested
Abused 

Synagogue 
Marched 

Windows smashed
Kristallnacht
Broken glass

Dachau
Escape

Enemy aliens
Spies

Return 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDIXugTLGts&index=11&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK9oJtvZ3fHF2JKwCTlm2ld


Task 2: Testimonies of Kristallnacht
• On your desk you have been given an 

information sheet all about the events of 
Kristallnacht. Read through the testimonies 
in pairs and answer the questions in your 
booklet.

Green- record the main details to answer your 
questions. 
Yellow- use quotes from the testimonies.
Blue- explain your answer using quotes from 
different testimonies.

Challenge: Was Kristallnacht a turning-point in 
the attack on Jews in your opinion? Explain your 
answer. (A turning-point in history is a point 
where things change dramatically!)



Start the discussion:
• I believe that Kristallnacht was a real turning-point 

for the perseuction of Jews because...
• In my opinion Kristallnacht was a real turning-point 

for the perseuction of Jews because...
• One argument may be that Hitler rose to power 

from the Great Depression because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that Kristallnacht was a real 

turning-point for the perseuction of Jews because 
of…

• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of 

reasons...

“Kristallnacht was a real turning-point for 
the persecution of the Jews in Germany.”





Task 3: Life after Kristallnacht
You are going to be split into groups of 4. In your groups, look at the photographs on 
the different ghettos and read the information card. You are only going to get a few 
minutes for each card so read it and then discuss your answers to the following 
questions.

1. In which parts of Europe were ghettos 
located? 

2. What can we tell about what life was 
like in ghettos? 

3. What problems did Jews face in 
ghettos?

4. Are there any differences between the 
ghettos described on these cards?

3 minutes 3 minutes 3 minutes



Task 3: Life after Kristallnacht
Now you have had the chance to look at 3 different ghettos, we’re going to hear your 
thoughts on each question. 

Write down your answers to the questions first, then you can add any additional ideas 
you pick up in green pen!

1. In which parts of Europe were 
ghettos located? 

2. What can we tell about what life was 
like in ghettos? 

3. What problems did Jews face in 
ghettos?

4. Are there any differences between the 
ghettos described on these cards?



Reflection:

Share with your partner your thoughts on the changes to attitudes towards the 
Jewish Community so far. What has been the biggest change? Who caused the 
change? What has the impact been on Jewish lives so far? 
Aim to use as many words as you can in your answer. Aim to get at least 10 points.

1 point 2 points 3 points 5 points

Jewish antisemitism alienate Kristallnacht

attack citizenship persecution pogrom

lives stereotype Nuremberg systematic

alone Hitler Jewish Question expulsion

Germans Nazis Mein Kampf Warsaw

Example: I think the biggest change for the Jewish community so 
far has been the increase in attacks on their lives by German’s ….



Key word Definition
Anti-Semitism
Citizenship
Collaborators
Concentration Camps
Crematorium
Dictatorship
Einsatzgruppen 
Expulsion
Extermination Camps
Extremism
Final Solution
Genocide
Ghettos
Hitler
Holocaust
Kristallnacht
Labour Camps
Liberation
Mein Kampf
Nazi
Nuremberg Laws
Persecution 
Pogrom
Prejudice
Prisoner of War Camps
Resistance
Responsibility
Scapegoat
Sonderkommando 
SS

Key words you should now know from today’s lesson
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