
Thursday, 26 May 2022

1. How are these propaganda posters meant 
to make you feel towards Stalin?

2. How are they successful?

Extension: Why would Stalin need to use propaganda 
posters like these?

Stalin
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These posters are meant to make Stalin seem kind and 
caring. They show that he is father-like, and that he is 
loving and generous to children.
They also show Stalin as a lover or the arts. He clearly 
appreciates music, and is supportive towards 
musicians and artists.
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Stalin wanted the people of Russia to worship his 
personality.
From the show trials, we saw that Stalin wanted people 
to fear and respect him and do what he wanted.
But Stalin also wanted to make sure that the people 
loved and admired him. He wanted people to feel like 
they were choosing to do what Stalin wanted because 
he was such a great leader.
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Stalin used propaganda to get the people of Russia to 
love and admire him.
Read the information sheet on Stalin’s cult of 
personality.
A cult of personality is where a leader uses 
propaganda to convince people to worship him or 
her, and treat them like a god. 
Stalin's cult of personality 
A cult of personality is where a leader uses propaganda to convince people to 
worship him or her, and treat them like a god.  

Joseph Stalin developed a cult of personality after December 1929, following a 
celebration of his 50th birthday. For the rest of Stalin's rule, the Soviet press 
presented Stalin as an all-powerful, all-knowing leader. From 1936 the Soviet 
journalism started to refer to Joseph Stalin as ‘the Father of Nations’. 

 

Stalin's image in propaganda and the mass media 

The Soviet press constantly praised Stalin, describing him as "Great", "Beloved", 
"Bold", "Wise", "Inspirer", and "Genius". It portrayed him as a caring yet strong father 
figure, with the Soviet people as his "children". Stalin often took part in public gift 
giving exchanges with Soviet children from a range of different ethnic 
backgrounds. Beginning in 1935, the phrase, "Thank You Dear Comrade Stalin for a 
Happy Childhood!" appeared above doorways at nurseries, orphanages, and 
schools. Children even chanted this slogan at festivals. 

Stalin also became the focus of literature, poetry, music, paintings and film that 
exhibited fawning devotion. An example was A. V. Avidenko's "Hymn to Stalin": 

Thank you, Stalin. Thank you because I am joyful. Thank you because I am 
well. Everything belongs to thee, chief of our great country. And when the 
woman I love presents me with a child the first word it shall utter will be : 
Stalin  

Numerous pictures and statues of Stalin were hung in public places. Statues of 
Stalin depicted him as tall and strong, but photographic evidence suggests he was 
between 5 ft 5 in and 5 ft 6 in (165–168 cm).  

 

Rewriting of early Soviet history 

Stalin rewrote Soviet history to give himself a more significant role in the overthrow 
of Tsar Nicholas II. According to this revised history, Stalin, not Leon Trotsky, had 
been Lenin's second-in-command during the October Revolution. To help change 
the facts of the past, Stalin concealed and destroyed historical documents, 
claiming that they were incomplete or inaccurate. Instead, Stalin presented 
himself as the leading authority in Party history and philosophy. p.12
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Write down the five ways Stalin built a 
cult of personality in Soviet Russia.

Cult of personality 
A cult of personality is where a leader uses propaganda to convince people to 
worship him or her, and treat them like a god.  

• List the ways that Stalin built a cult of personality in Russia when he was leader. 
• List the ways that Napoleon built a cult of personality in Animal Farm in the first 

half of Chapter 8.  
• If Stalin and Napoleon used similar techniques, place them in the same row.  

How Stalin built a cult of personality How Napoleon built a cult of personality 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 p.13
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Let’s read how Napoleon builds a cult of personality on 
Animal Farm. 
Chapter 8 – the aftermath of the show trials

Read from the start of Chapter 8 (page 44), ‘A few 
days later…’
Read to ‘executed by Squealer in white paint.’
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A few days later, when the terror caused by the 
executions had died down, some of the animals 
remembered--or thought they remembered--that the 
Sixth Commandment decreed "No animal shall kill 
any other animal." And though no one cared to 
mention it in the hearing of the pigs or the dogs, it 
was felt that the killings which had taken place did 
not square with this. Clover asked Benjamin to read 
her the Sixth Commandment, and when Benjamin, as 
usual, said that he refused to meddle in such matters, 
she fetched Muriel. Muriel read the Commandment 
for her. It ran: "No animal shall kill any other animal 
WITHOUT CAUSE." Somehow or other, the last two 
words had slipped out of the animals' memory. But 
they saw now that the Commandment had not been 
violated; for clearly there was good reason for killing 
the traitors who had leagued themselves with 
Snowball.

violated - broken 

44
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Throughout the year the animals worked even 
harder than they had worked in the previous year. To 
rebuild the windmill, with walls twice as thick as 
before, and to finish it by the appointed date, 
together with the regular work of the farm, was a 
tremendous labour. There were times when it seemed 
to the animals that they worked longer hours and fed 
no better than they had done in Jones's day. On 
Sunday mornings Squealer, holding down a long strip 
of paper with his trotter, would read out to them lists 
of figures proving that the production of every class 
of foodstuff had increased by two hundred per cent, 
three hundred per cent, or five hundred per cent, as 
the case might be. The animals saw no reason to 
disbelieve him, especially as they could no longer 
remember very clearly what conditions had been like 
before the Rebellion. All the same, there were days 
when they felt that they would sooner have had less 
figures and more food.



Re
ad

in
g

All orders were now issued through Squealer or 
one of the other pigs. Napoleon himself was not seen 
in public as often as once in a fortnight. When he did 
appear, he was attended not only by his retinue of 
dogs but by a black cockerel who marched in front 
of him and acted as a kind of trumpeter, letting out a 
loud "cock-a-doodle-doo" before Napoleon spoke. 
Even in the farmhouse, it was said, Napoleon 
inhabited separate apartments from the others. He 
took his meals alone, with two dogs to wait upon him, 
and always ate from the Crown Derby dinner service 
which had been in the glass cupboard in the 
drawing-room. It was also announced that the gun 
would be fired every year on Napoleon's birthday, as 
well as on the other two anniversaries.

retinue – group
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Napoleon was now never spoken of simply as 
"Napoleon." He was always referred to in formal style 
as "our Leader, Comrade Napoleon," and this pigs 
liked to invent for him such titles as Father of All 
Animals, Terror of Mankind, Protector of the Sheep-
fold, Ducklings' Friend, and the like. In his speeches, 
Squealer would talk with the tears rolling down his 
cheeks of Napoleon's wisdom the goodness of his 
heart, and the deep love he bore to all animals 
everywhere, even and especially the unhappy 
animals who still lived in ignorance and slavery on 
other farms. It had become usual to give Napoleon 
the credit for every successful achievement and 
every stroke of good fortune. You would often hear 
one hen remark to another, "Under the guidance of 
our Leader, Comrade Napoleon, I have laid five eggs 
in six days"; or two cows, enjoying a drink at the pool, 
would exclaim, "Thanks to the leadership of Comrade 
Napoleon, how excellent this water tastes!" The 
general feeling on the farm was well expressed in a 
poem entitled Comrade Napoleon, which was 
composed by Minimus and which ran as follows:
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Friend of fatherless!
Fountain of happiness!
Lord of the swill-bucket! Oh, how my soul is on
Fire when I gaze at thy
Calm and commanding eye,
Like the sun in the sky,
Comrade Napoleon!

Thou are the giver of
All that thy creatures love,
Full belly twice a day, clean straw to roll upon;
Every beast great or small
Sleeps at peace in his stall,
Thou watchest over all,
Comrade Napoleon!

Had I a sucking-pig,
Ere he had grown as big
Even as a pint bottle or as a rolling-pin,
He should have learned to be
Faithful and true to thee,
Yes, his first squeak should be
"Comrade Napoleon!"

swill-bucket –
bucket of waste 
food often given 
to pigs
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Napoleon approved of this poem and caused it 
to be inscribed on the wall of the big barn, at the 
opposite end from the Seven Commandments. It was 
surmounted by a portrait of Napoleon, in profile, 
executed by Squealer in white paint.

surmounted –
placed on top of
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Write down how Napoleon builds a cult 
of personality around himself.

Cult of personality 
A cult of personality is where a leader uses propaganda to convince people to 
worship him or her, and treat them like a god.  

• List the ways that Stalin built a cult of personality in Russia when he was leader. 
• List the ways that Napoleon built a cult of personality in Animal Farm in the first 

half of Chapter 8.  
• If Stalin and Napoleon used similar techniques, place them in the same row.  

How Stalin built a cult of personality How Napoleon built a cult of personality 
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Napoleon
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How do Stalin and Napoleon use similar 
techniques? 

Extension: How does Orwell want us to feel 
towards both Stalin and Napoleon?

p.13
Napoleon



Quiz time!

Circle the correct answers for quiz 3.
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Quiz answers

1. a c d 
2. a d
3. a e
4. b d
5. a c e

6. c d 
7. a c d
8. b d e
9. a d
10. c
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