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Lesson overview: 
 
Lesson 1: Introduction: Where did the Holocaust come from? 

-Define the term ‘Holocaust’. 
-Describe the history of persecution throughout the ages. 
- Explain why and how Jewish communities have been persecuted through the ages. 
  

Lesson 2: Responsibility: How did Hitler’s rise to power link to the Holocaust? 
-Describe who Hitler was. 
-Identify Hitler’s beliefs. 
- Explain why Hitler rose to power. 

 
Lesson 3: Livelihood: How did life begin to change for the Jewish community in the lead up 
to WWII? 

-Describe life for the Jewish community before WWII. 
-Identify ways the Nazis persecuted the Jews from 1934-1938. 
-Explain the impact of the Nuremberg Laws on Jewish life in Germany before 1938. 

 
Lesson 4: Turning-points: What was life like for Jewish people in Germany from 1938-
1942? 

-Identify what the “Jewish Question” was. 
-Outline the events of Kristallnacht. 
- Assess the impact of Kristallnacht on changing Jewish lives after 1938. 

 
Lesson 5: A different perspective: How did camps differ in the Holocaust? 

-Identify the “Final Solution” in the Holocaust 
-Describe the types of camps used in the “Final Solution”- 
-Examine the experience of a survivor in a camp in the Holocaust. 

 
Lesson 6: Reactions: How did Britain respond to the Holocaust? 

-Identify groups and individuals involved in the Holocaust. 
-Explain the different British responses to the Holocaust. 
-Examine how far Britain resisted the Holocaust. 

 
Lesson 7: Learning: What can be learned from the Holocaust in the 20th century? 

--Describe the ending of the Holocaust (Liberation). 
- Reflect on what can be learned from the Holocaust. 

-  Examine how we can prevent genocides in the future. 

 
 
Assessment: Narrative of the Holocaust in Germany  
 
 



3 
 

 

Contents 
Holocaust booklet ............................................................................................... 1 

Lesson overview: ................................................................................................. 2 

Timeline .............................................................................................................. 6 

 ............................................................................................................................ 6 

Lesson 1: Where did the Holocaust come from? ................................................ 7 

Lesson 2: Responsibility: How did Hitler’s rise to power link to the Holocaust?
 .......................................................................................................................... 15 

Lesson 3: Livelihood: How did life begin to change for the Jewish community in 
the lead up to WWII? ........................................................................................ 24 

Lesson 4: Turning-points: What was life like for Jewish people in Germany from 
1938-1942? ....................................................................................................... 29 

Lesson 5: A different perspective: How did camps differ in the Holocaust? .... 34 

1. Concentration camps ................................................................................... 40 

2. Extermination camps ................................................................................... 40 

3. Transit camps ............................................................................................... 40 

4. Forced labour camps .................................................................................... 40 

5. Prisoner of war camps .................................................................................. 40 

Lesson 6: Reactions: How did Britain respond to the Holocaust? ..................... 42 

Lesson 7: Learning: What can be learned from the Holocaust in the 20th 
century? ............................................................................................................ 46 

Additional notes space ...................................................................................... 51 
 

 

 

 

  



4 
 

Key word Definition Example in a 
sentence 

Anti-Semitism   

Citizenship   

Collaborators   

Concentration 
Camps 

  

Crematorium   

Dictatorship   

Einsatzgruppen    

Expulsion   

Extermination 
Camps 

  

Extremism   

Final Solution   

Genocide   

Ghettos   

Hitler   

Holocaust   



5 
 

  

Kristallnacht   

Labour Camps   

Liberation   

Mein Kampf   

Nazi   

Nuremberg Laws   

Persecution    

Pogrom   

Prejudice   

Prisoner of War 
Camps 

  

Resistance   

Responsibility   

Scapegoat   

Sonderkommando    

SS   
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Timeline 
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Lesson 1: Where did the Holocaust come 
from? 
-Define the term ‘Holocaust’. 
-Describe the history of persecution throughout the ages. 
- Explain why and how Jewish communities have been persecuted through the ages. 
 

BIG- Artefact introduction 

Below you have images of an object. Write down your thoughts on this image. 

Think about: What is the object? What can you learn from the object? What questions 
might you ask of the object? Struggling? Think about the 5W’s- Who? What? Where? When? 
Why? 
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My thoughts: 

What is it? 

 

Who does it belong to? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

How old is it?/ How old is the owner? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is it important? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

When do you think it was found? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection: So what does this object show us? How does it link with what we are learning 
about this term? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 1: Word association 

Around the spider diagram write down your thoughts. What does this word mean to you? 
What do you know about it already? What words do you link with this term? E.g Germany, 
Jews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holocaust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: Building a definition: 

1. Read through the information sheet you have been given. Start by skimming and 
scanning. 
 

- Skim read the paragraphs. Underline words or phrases that are repeated. 
 

- Scan the paragraphs for detail. Highlight any groups of people mentioned e.g. Nazis, 
and any dates linked with the Holocaust. 

 

This word means... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I link this word with things like… 
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What do we mean by the term ‘Holocaust’?  

 “The Holocaust was the murder of approximately six million Jews by the Nazis and their 
collaborators. Between the German invasion of the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941 and 
the end of the war in Europe in May 1945, Nazi Germany and its assistants tried to murder 
every Jew under their power. Because Nazi discrimination against the Jews began with 
Hitler’s rise to power in January 1933, many historians think this the start of the Holocaust. 
The Jews were not the only victims of Hitler’s rule, but they were the only group that the 
Nazis wanted to destroy entirely.”  

Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel 

 “The Holocaust was the systematic (done according to a fixed plan or system) murder of 
Europe's Jews by the Nazis and their collaborators (a person who works together with other 
people on an activity or project) during the Second World War. For the first time in history, 
industrial methods were used for the mass extermination (killing, especially of a whole group 
of people or animals) of a whole people. Between 1933 and 1945, Jews were targeted for 
discrimination, separation and extermination. […] The Nazis imprisoned and murdered 
millions of others as well. Political opponents, Roma and Sinti (Gypsies), homosexuals, 
prisoners of conscience, people with physical and mental disabilities, Poles, Soviet prisoners 
of war and others were killed or died in camps as a result of mistreatment, starvation or 
disease.”  

Imperial War Museum, London, UK 

 

1. Once you have read this write your own definition of the word Holocaust. If you are 
struggling, ask a partner what they have put. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge: Use a dictionary to define the following terms 

Genocide 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Anti-Semitism 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scapegoat 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word ‘Holocaust’ comes from ancient Greek: ‘holos’ means ‘completely’ and ‘kaustos’ 
means ‘burnt’. The word was first used to describe religious sacrifices. For this reason, 
some people have objected to the term ‘Holocaust’ and prefer to use the Hebrew word 
‘Shoah’, which means ‘catastrophe’.  
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Task 3: 

Read the paragraph below. Highlight any groups that were also targeted by the Nazis 
during this period then answer the question ‘Why do we focus our study on the attack on 
the Jewish population in the Holocaust?’. 

Struggling? Look for the nouns used- the names of groups of people will often have capital 
letters to show they are nouns. 

 

“Nazism persecuted a great many groups of people. In some – but not all – cases, this 
persecution extended to mass murder.  

• More than three million Soviet prisoners of war lost their lives in Nazi captivity, most 
as a result of planned starvation. In occupied Poland, thousands of members of the 
nation’s leaders and academics were targeted for killing. 

• More than 200,000 Sinti and Roma were murdered in many parts of the Nazi empire, 
mainly through mass shootings.  

• And in Germany, Austria and some parts of western Poland, more than 200,000 
people with disabilities were gassed, starved or murdered through lethal injection.  

• Not all of those targeted were murdered. These victims included German gay men, 
German Jehovah’s Witnesses, and political enemies from across Europe.  

Historians agree that there was something so unique about the murder of Europe’s Jews that 
it needs its own specific term to separate it from both other Nazi crimes and previous and 
following killings. This is not to say that the suffering of the Jews was any worse or better 
than that of other groups. Rather, it shows that there was something unique about the 
Holocaust. This something was that the Nazis aimed to kill every single Jew.” 

 

1. ‘Why do we focus our study on the attack on the Jewish population in the 
Holocaust?’ 

We focus our study on the Jewish population because historians agree that 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  

Although the Nazis targeted other groups such as…. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 4: Looking back at historic anti-Semitism  

You have been given a selection of information cards on historic antisemitism. Read through them 
and fill in the table below. 

Name of 
persecution 

Description of attack Severity (how 
bad was it?) (1 
low, 10 
extremely high) 

The 
Strasbourg 
Massacre 
1349 

In 1348-50, a plague known as the _____ _________ 
swept across Europe. In this situation, people tried to 
find someone or something to blame: in many parts of 
________, they blamed Jews. This led to a series of 
_________ of Jews, especially in France, Spain and 
Germany. The worst massacre took place in Strasbourg. 
Although the Black Death had not yet reached the city, 
hundreds of Jews were publicly ________ ___ 
_________ on 14th February 1349. 
 

 

Martin 
Luther 1543 

Martin Luther was a German monk who was the 
founder of Protestantism. In his early writings, in the 
1510s and 1520s, Luther condemned (disapproved of) 
what he saw as the “cruelty” of the Catholic Church’s 
persecution of _____.  
However, Luther’s friendly attitude towards Jews was 
based on the idea that this would lead to them 
changing to __________. When Jews did not convert as 
Luther expected, he totally changed his views, leading 
him to write a book called On the Jews and their Lies in 
1543. Luther called on Christian rulers to take ______ 
action against Jews. His suggestions included ________ 
synagogues and Jewish houses, destroying Jewish 
religious books, and making Jews perform forced labour. 
 

 

The Rome 
Ghetto 1555 

In 1555, Pope Paul IV ordered the creation of a ______ 
in Rome. The ghetto was a ______ area of the city 
where Jews were forced to live. It was surrounded by 
______ and could only be entered through gates which 
were locked at night. When Jews left the ghetto to visit 
other parts of the city, they had to wear special ______ 
markings on their ________.  

 

 

Missing word bank 

Black Death,  burned to death, Jews, violent, ghetto, Christianity, walls, yellow, poor, clothes 
,Europe, massacres 



14 
 

 

Challenge: Can you think of any modern examples of anti-Semitism? Or can you think of 
any other group in society that are scapegoats for problems that exist today? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Finish: Reflection on historic anti-Semitism 

Now we have been introduced to the history of anti-Semitism that came before the 
Holocaust it is important to reflect. 

Historian Raoul Hilberg has summed up the pattern of anti-Semitism as follows: 

12th century Crusades - "You have no right to live amongst us as Jews". 

16th century ghettos - "You have no right to live amongst us". 

20th century Nazis - "You have no right to live". 

 

1. What are your thoughts on this historian’s summary? Is it accurate based on what 
you have learned? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________ 

Now check your definitions for new words at the beginning of this booklet. Add any words 
you now have a definition of. Challenge: Use these words in a sentence to show your 
understanding.  
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Lesson 2: Responsibility: How did Hitler’s 
rise to power link to the Holocaust? 
-Describe who Hitler was. 
-Identify Hitler’s beliefs. 
- Explain why Hitler rose to power. 
 
BIG: Memory recall 
 
Here is a cartoon of Hitler. Write down as many facts as you can remember about Hitler- 
Who was he? What country did he lead? What war was he involved in? What were his 
ideas?  
Challenge: What was Germany like after WWI? Can you remember any problems Germany 
faced and how Hitler helped with these? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recall facts – Struggling? Look at the cartoon. Hitler is walking over the ‘spineless leaders 
of democracy’. What does this show about Hitler? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 1: How does Hitler link to the Holocaust? 
Look at the pictures you have been given that show Hitler and the Nazis beliefs. 
Around the outside write down your thoughts. What do you think his beliefs are? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Struggling? Use the key word definitions to help you and complete the sentences given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hitler wanted 
Germany to be 
strong again after 
the defeat in WWI. 
This meant repairing 
the damage of the 
Treaty of … 

Hitler wanted 
lebensraum for the 
Germany people. 
This was… 

Hitler believed in social and ethnic 
cleansing. To make the German race 
clean he believed that… 
 
 
 
 

According to 
Hitler, the 
strongest people 
who deserved to 
rule over 
everyone were 
the… 

Hitler believed 
that Germany 
should become 
strong and work 
to be self-
sufficient 
(independent). 
This meant…. 
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Task 2: How did Hitler rise to power? 
Last topic we looked at how Hitler became a dictator in Germany. This meant that he had 
full control over the country and its people, that their freedom was limited and that Hitler 
controlled their lives in a One Party State. 
 
Watch the clip and answer the following questions: 
 

1. What happened to Germany after WWI? 
After WWI Germany … 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How did WWI help Hitler gain power? 
WWI helped Hitler gain power because… 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What happened in 1929 that helped Hitler rise to power? Why? 
In 1929 Germany experienced the … 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
This helped Hitler because… 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge: Record other events that helped Hitler gain power. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 3: What were the reasons for Hitler’s rise to power? 

Sort the following into your diamond 9. These are just some of the reasons Hitler gained 
power by 1933. Explain your most important and least important reasons at the side of 
your diamond 9. 

It is important to note that more events happened between 1933 and 1934 that secured 
Hitler’s power too, but these are popular ideas put forward by historians. 

A) Hitler was a great 
speaker, with the power to 
make people support him. 

 

B) The depression of 
1929 created poverty and 
unemployment, which 
made people angry with 
the Weimar (old German) 
government.  

C) The Nazi storm troopers 
(personal soldiers) 
attacked Hitler's 
opponents and reduced 
opposition. 

 

D) Goebbels' (a high 
ranking Nazi) propaganda 
campaign was very 
effective and it won 
support for the Nazis. They 
used posters, radios and 
rallies to encourage people 
to join them. 

 

E) Hitler was given 
power in a political deal by 
political 
leaders Hindenburg and 
Papen who foolishly 
thought they could control 
him. This was a big mistake 
that gave Hitler power in 
the German government. 

 

F) German people were 
still angry about the Treaty 
of Versailles and 
supported Hitler because 
he promised to get rid of it. 

 

G) Industrialists (factory 
owners) gave Hitler money 
and support. This allowed 
the Nazis to pay for their 
propaganda and help 
support the party grow in 
size. 

 

H) Major events enabled 
Hitler to get more power. 
In Feb 1933 the Reichstag 
(the German government 
building) is set on fire. 
Communists are blamed 
and attacked. This is 
quickly followed by an 
emergency law (the 
Enabling Act) that gives 
Hitler the power to make 
and change laws in an 
emergency (such as now). 

 

I) Hitler’s main controller, 
President Hindenburg, 
died. This is the final event 
that means Hitler had 
complete control of the 
government as the 
President, who stood for 
German traditional ways, 
died. 
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Challenge: Look at the timeline at the start of this booklet. At what point do you think the rise of 
Hitler was inevitable (could not be stopped). Why? Which event CHANGED the path for Germany?  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Task 4: We are going to look later at the responsibility of different people in the Holocaust 
overall. However, this event is considered, the rise of Hitler is certainly central to the later 
events of the Holocaust. 
 
Look at these sources and test your knowledge. 
 
 
How useful are sources A and B an enquiry into the reasons for Hitler’s rise to power 
1923-1933? 

Source A 

This poster of 1932 says: ‘Hitler – our last hope’. 
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Source B 

Karl Ludecke, an early follower of Hitler (1924). 

“He was holding the masses, and me with them, under an hypnotic spell by the sheer force of 
his beliefs.   His words were like a whip.   When he spoke of the disgrace of Germany, I felt 
ready to attack any enemy.” 

 

‘I’ example. 

Read the example and highlight the following. 

 Content (description of the source) 
 Own knowledge (added facts about the topic) 
 Provenance (comments on who made the source, when, why, how, and what 

source it is) 
 Judgement (comments on is the source is useful or not and why) 

Source A is useful for an enquiry into the reasons for Hitler’s rise to power from 1923-1933 
as it shows how Hitler was the last hope for the people of Germany at the time. From my 
own knowledge I know that, by 1932 when the poster was made, Germany had gone 
through an economic crisis of the Great Depression and its population were desperate for a 
way to revive Germany. The poster states ‘Hitler- our last hope’ and this shows that one 
reason Hitler rose to power at this time was the desperation of the population to find 
someone to answer their problems- in society workers, business men, farmers, mothers, 
factory workers all wanted to see Germany change for the better. One way Hitler succeeded 
in becoming Fuhrer by 1934 was to appeal to these masses, providing solutions to their 
problems, particularly providing work and a boost to the economy following the Wall Street 
Crash of 1929. As this source is a poster, it is meant to persuade people to vote for Hitler. 
Therefore, this source is useful for an enquiry into the reasons for the rise of Hitler from 
1923-33. 

Challenge: How could you improve this paragraph?  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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‘We’ worked example  

Use the above example to write your own answer. Once you have done, highlight the 
answer just as you did before. Look for where you have put CONTENT, OWN KNOWLEDGE, 
PROVENANCE and JUDGEMENT  

Source B is useful for 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

From my own knowledge I know that 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

This is important because… 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

I trust the source because 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reflection: 

Review your answer and highlight the following. 

 Content (description of the source) 
 Own knowledge (added facts about the topic) 
 Provenance (comments on who made the source, when, why, how, and what 

source it is) 
 Judgement (comments on is the source is useful or not and why) 
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WWW: 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

EBI: 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 3: Livelihood: How did life begin to 
change for the Jewish community in the 
lead up to WWII? 
-Describe life for the Jewish community before WWII. 
-Identify ways the Nazis persecuted the Jews from 1934-1938. 
-Explain the impact of the Nuremberg Laws on Jewish life in Germany before 1938. 
 

BIG: Life before the Holocaust. 

On the board there is a picture of life in Warsaw before the Holocaust.  Write your thoughts 
below. Use the questions to help you. 

 

What can you see? Who is in the photograph? What are they doing? What can you see in 
the background? What questions do you have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection: Now you know more about this photograph, what are your thoughts on what 
it shows about life before the Holocaust in Warsaw? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 1: You are going to watch a clip about life before the Holocaust. As you watch it, 
write down your thoughts to these questions. 

1. Where do the Jewish communities live at this time? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is their life like in general? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How different is life for Jews in different countries? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Give examples of Jewish culture.  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 2: From the moment Hitler appeared in Germany, it was not obvious that his end goal 
was the mass killing of all Jews. He did, however, make his ideas on the Jewish communities 
of Europe clear in his famous text, Mein Kampf. These ideas are linked to the beliefs of the 
Nazis and give us an insight into the ideas behind the Holocaust. It is important to 
remember that these were ideas, and not a set plan. At the beginning of this period the 
solution to the problems perceived by the Nazis had not been set. 

 

Look at the extract you have been given.  

1. What were Hitler’s views on the Jews? 

Hitler viewed the Jews as… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Hitler say the Jews wanted to do? 

Hitler said that the Jews wanted to… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: How does this compare to previous historic anti-Semitism? Is it similar or is it 
different? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 3: Mein Kampf was only part of the origin of Hitler and the Nazi’s persecution of the 
Jewish community in Europe. To understand this, we must consider how they increased the 
persecution of Jews once they gained power in Germany in 1933.  

You have been given a series of information cards. Your task is to organise these cards into 
chronological order. Once you have done this, write down your thoughts on the following 
questions: 

1. What do you notice about how persecution was encouraged in Germany? What are 
all of these cards examples of?  

Persecution was encouraged using … 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Looking at the timeline, what happened over the years?  

Over the years I noticed that… 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What else can we learn about Nazi persecution of Jews from these laws?  

From these laws we can learn that… 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Challenge: Which law do you think was the most important? - Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



28 
 

Reflection: Today’s lesson showed the narrative of the increase in persecution towards the 
Jewish communities in Germany over the first 5 years of Nazi rule. As we build in this topic 
we are going to be looking at the narrative of the Holocaust overall, and how this 
persecution increased over time. 

Your task is to choose 3 events you have studied so far and plan a narrative for this. Use the 
template to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event 2- details 

Event 3- details 

Event 1- details 

What were the 
consequences of 

event 1? How did it 
lead to event 2? 

What were the 
consequences of 

event 2? How did it 
lead to event 3? 

What were the 
consequences of all 

of these events?  
What was the trend 

in persecution? 
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Lesson 4: Turning-points: What was life 
like for Jewish people in Germany from 
1938-1942? 

-Identify what the “Jewish Question” was. 
-Outline the events of Kristallnacht. 
- Assess the impact of Kristallnacht on changing Jewish lives after 1938. 

BIG: Quick 6 

1. Who was Hitler? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were the Nuremberg Laws? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Give two examples of laws used to persecute Jews. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Describe two features of life before the Holocaust? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why must we consider life for Jews in all of Europe before the Holocaust? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Define the term holocaust using three key words you have defined so far. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 1:  

At this point we have looked at various measures the Nazis took to help answer their 
“Jewish question.” This question was debated heavily, and focused on what to do with the 
Jewish community e.g. should they be citizens, where should they live, what work should 
they do etc.? 

Watch the survivor’s account of the events of Kristallnacht and complete the answers using 
the missing words at the bottom of the page. 

1. What was Heinz Skyte’s life like after the Nuremberg Laws? 

Heinz was almost ___ when the ______ came to power. When the Nuremberg Laws came in 
in 1935 they legalised anti-Jewish measures. 

After the introduction of the Nuremberg Laws in Germany Heinz remembers not being 
allowed to go to the ________, theatres, or be members of clubs. As a child, this made him 
feel _______ and question his existence. He left school at ____ , and recalls being bullied 
out by the treatment from the Hitler Youth in his school 

2. What happened to Heinz on the night of the attack? 

Heinz remembers on the night of Kristallnacht his ________ were arrested and kept 
standing in the centre of town. They were attacked, abused and the synagogue was set on 
fire. His mother warned him that his father was_________, so Heinz disappeared for the 
night to not be caught. He watched synagogues burn, watched Jewish people be marched 
through the streets and __________ of shops being smashed. 

3. Describe two things that happened during Kristallnacht. 

During the attack religious buildings, ___________, were burned, Jews were ________ out 
of buildings and abused, and shops were destroyed. Windows were smashed everywhere 
making the streets full of__________ ________. People were arrested and sent to 
concentration camps e.g. Dachau. Remaining Jews then wanted to leave Germany as soon 
as they could. 

4. Why was this event called Kristallnacht? 

It was called this because of the ________  windows that left broken glass everywhere on 
the streets. It is known as the ‘Night of Broken Glass’- Kristallnacht. 

Use the missing words: 

Cinemas, Nazis, 13, smashed, marched, synagogues, parents, inferior, 16, arrested, 
windows, broken glass 
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Challenge: How did this event change life for the Jewish communities?  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: On your desk you have been given an information sheet all about the events of 
Kristallnacht. Read through the testimonies and answer the following questions: 

1. What did this event do to people? Did it change their lives? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The Nazis claimed that Kristallnacht was an unplanned reaction of the German people to the 
assassination of a German peacekeeper in Paris by a Jewish student. Does this event seem 
planned to you or not? Why?  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 3: 

Life after Kristallnacht changed considerably. To solve to problems of the Jewish question 
the Nazis tried a variety of methods. 

You are going to be split into groups of 4. In your groups, look at the photographs on the 
different ghettos and read the information card. You are only going to get a few minutes for 
each card so read it and then discuss your answers to the following questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection: 

Share with your partner your thoughts on the changes to attitudes towards the Jewish 
Community so far. What has been the biggest change? Who caused the change? What has 

Life in the Ghettos 

- In which parts of Europe 
were ghettos located?  

- What can we tell about 
what life was like in ghettos?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What problems did Jews face in ghettos? 
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the impact been on Jewish lives so far? Aim to use as many words as you can in your 
answer. Aim to get at least 10 points. 

 

1 point 2 points 3 points 5 points 
Jewish antisemitism alienate Kristallnacht 
attack citizenship persecution pogrom 
lives stereotype Nuremberg systematic 
alone Hitler Jewish Question expulsion 
Germans Nazis Mein Kampf Warsaw 
 

Points scored: ____         Words I need to learn: ____________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

Use this time to check your definitions section of your booklet. Are there any words you 
have now understood you can add to your table.  
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Lesson 5: A different perspective: How did 
camps differ in the Holocaust? 
Identify the “Final Solution” in the Holocaust 
Describe the types of camps used in the “Final Solution”- 
Examine the experience of a survivor in a camp in the Holocaust. 

 

BIG: 

 

Inside this building a meeting was held. This meeting set a course in history that has had, 
and continues to have, a deep impact on anyone who hears or reads about it. This building 
is in Wannsee and was the setting for the famous Wannsee Conference. This was a meeting 
of senior government officials of Nazi Germany and Schutzstaffel (SS) leaders. They met to 
discuss plans for “The Final Solution to the Jewish Question.” 

Based on your understanding of the Holocaust so far, what do you think this discussion 
included?  

Hint: What do you think they wanted to do with the Jews left in Europe? How could they get 
rid of them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge: Why is it important to note that there were many other people in this room 
other than Hitler? What does this suggest about who was responsible for the Holocaust 
overall? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection: Listen to the podcast. What are your thoughts on the events of the Wannsee 
Conference? What was the ‘Final Solution’? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 1: Before we look at how the Nazis began their campaign of mass killing of the Jews, it 
is important to look at the location of the Jewish communities around Europe at this time. 

Look at the map. Discuss with your partner what you notice about the spread of the Jewish 
community around Europe then answer these two questions. 

 

 

1. Where was the highest Jewish population in Europe? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Where do you think the Nazis might start increasing their persecution and pushing for a 
‘Final Solution’ first and why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: The Nazis made sure that most of the camps they would build to help their extermination 
of their victims would not be placed in Germany. Why do you think they did this? Where do you 
think they would place their camps instead?  
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__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 2: We are going to look at the beginning of the Final Solution across Europe. In your 
pairs you have an information card about a location in Europe. Look at this information 
and answer the following questions: 

- When was this country invaded by Germany?  

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

- When did large-scale anti-Jewish persecution (attacks) begin? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

- When did the Holocaust (i.e. mass murder or deportation to extermination camps) begin in 
this community? 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection:  

We are going to hear from others in the class about different countries experience of the 
Holocaust. As we hear this, add to your timeline important events in the timeline of the 
Holocaust. Make sure you highlight the location –WHERE- and the dates –WHEN- the 
persecution started, as well as when the Holocaust began in that community. 
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Challenge: Note down different methods you noticed that were used by the Nazis in the 
“Final Solution”. 

• e.g Einsatzgruppen – 
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 3: We are going to finish by looking at the types of camps used in the Holocaust. Due to 
the high numbers of camps built it is difficult for us to look in detail at life in each camp, but 
we can look at the overall difference in the types of camps used during this dreadful period. 

See if you can match the type of camp to its definition. Use the clues of the titles to see 
what they were and what their main purpose was. 

Extension: Why do you think there were many types of camps in use? Why do you think 
people’s experiences might be so different from each other? 

1. Concentration camps 
 

 a) Used by the Nazis from 1941 to 
1945 to murder Jews and, on a 
smaller scale, Roma. To 
implement the ‘Final 
Solution’, the Nazis established 
six of these camps on Polish 
land. 

2. Extermination camps 
 

b) These were camps where 
prisoners were briefly held 
prior to deportation (exile) to 
other Nazi camps. Prisoners 
were held in these camps 
before their transportation 
(transit) to other camps, such 
as Bergen-Belsen or Auschwitz. 

 
3. Transit camps 

 
c) The Nazis started using forced 

labour shortly after their rise to 
power. They established 
specific labour camps which 
housed eastern 
workers, foreign workers and 
other forced workers who 
were forcibly rounded up and 
brought in from the east.  

4. Forced labour camps 
 

d) This was a place where people 
are concentrated and 
imprisoned without trial. 
Inmates are usually abused for 
their labour and kept under 
harsh conditions, though this is 
not always the case.  

5. Prisoner of war camps 
 

e) Allied military officers and 
personnel who were captured 
by, or surrendered to, the 
Nazis were also imprisoned in 
camps. The camps held British, 
American, French, Polish and 
Soviet military personnel.  
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Task 4: Survivor’s stories 

To finish this tough topic, it is important to remember those who experienced life in the 
different camps. Listen to the story of this Arek Hersh. 

Think about what happened to people in one of these camps.  

How does it make you feel? 

What does Arek’s story tell you about life in camps? 

Why should historians use testimonies like this instead of Nazi official documents to see 
what life was like in camps in the Holocaust? 

Arek’s story makes me feel …. Because… 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

His story tells us that life in the camps was… 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Reflection: If you were asked to give a lesson on the “Final Solution” to someone who had 
never studied before, what is the main thing you would teach them? 

Challenge: Create a question you think would get students really thinking about the topic of 
the Final Solution. E.g. How do you think a child would feel having lived through the 
introduction of the Nuremberg Laws and the creation of camps across Europe? 

The main thing I would teach others about the Final Solution is… 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________  
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Lesson 6: Reactions: How did Britain 
respond to the Holocaust? 
-Identify groups and individuals involved in the Holocaust. 
-Explain the different British responses to the Holocaust. 
- Examine how far Britain resisted the Holocaust. 
 

BIG: Quick 6 

1. Describe two different types of camps used in the Holocaust. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe what the “Final Solution to the Jewish Question” was. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What happened at Kristallnacht 1938? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where did most of the Jews who were victims of the Holocaust come from? Give a 
number to support this. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Give two examples of laws used to persecute Jews in Germany from 1933-1938. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How do you think people reacted to the Holocaust? Explain using examples of 
people/countries.  

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 1: Who was involved in the Holocaust? 

In our lesson on the rise of Hitler we discussed the role of Hitler and the Nazis in pushing the 
beliefs that led to the mass extermination of Jews across Europe. At this time we briefly 
touched on responsibility for the Holocaust overall- we are going to return to this today by 
examining the groups and individuals involved in the Holocaust and the reaction of other 
countries to the Holocaust. 

 

Think, pair and share: What does the term collaboration mean? Tick the one you think it is. 

 Collaboration means working on your own to achieve your aims. 
 Collaboration means working against others to prevent something from happening. 
 Collaboration means working with someone to produce something. 
 Collaboration means working quickly to achieve something.  

 

Reflection: Who do you now know could have been involved? Why must we focus on all of 
these groups and not just Hitler and the Nazis? 

Different people were involved in the Holocaust as collaborators, including …. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
It is important to remember these groups too because… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: 

We are now going to turn our focus on Britain. You are going to look at some sources that 
show British reactions to the Holocaust, particularly focusing on how Britain chose to 
respond to the Holocaust through the war. Each of you will be placed in a group. You will 
have chance to look at your station and think about your question. Once you have discussed 
it, write down your answer. 



44 
 

Important: You will be asked to give feedback on this question. As a group decide who will 
say what in answer to the question. Try and think about as much detail as you can! 

 

Station Number: _____________________________________________________________ 

Theme: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Question: __________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Write down your answer here: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Challenge: How far do you think it is fair to compare the different types of resistance from 
this time? Is it fair to look at how other countries resisted compared to victims locked 
inside camps? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection: 

This lesson you have looked at the reaction to the Holocaust. Take a few minutes to think 
about what you have discovered about how different groups reacted to the Holocaust and 
write down your thoughts to these statements. 

“It is vital that we remember the Jewish communities not as helpless victims, but as 
individuals who faced real danger in resisting a monstrous regime.” 

Do you agree? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
“It is important to acknowledge that the Holocaust is not a blame game. We must 
consider who was involved, understand why and encourage others to look at the 
complexity of the perpetrators [those who committed the crimes e.g. Hitler].” 

Do you agree? Why?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 7: Learning: What can be learned 
from the Holocaust in the 20th century? 
--Describe the ending of the Holocaust (Liberation). 

- Reflect on what can be learned from the Holocaust. 

- Examine how we can prevent genocides in the future. 

BIG:  

You are going to be writing a narrative on the persecution of the Jewish 
communities in the build up to, and during, the Holocaust. You have already 
planned a narrative on this using the increase in persecution before 1938. Now 
you have learned about the atrocities of the Holocaust following increasing 

persecution after Kristallnacht. 

Choose one event from below and practice writing a paragraph of a narrative account: 

- Nuremberg Laws 1935. 
- Kristallnacht Nov 1938. 
- Final Solution to the Jewish Question – Wannsee Conference Jan 1942. 
- Introduction of camps e.g. Auschwitz-Birkenau (March 1942-January 1945) 

 

Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Holocaust, 1933-1945. 
 

Point- introduces the event. 
Evidence- gives details about the event being as precise as possible. 

Explain- discusses why this was important and what it led to. How did it change lives? What 
other event did it lead to? How did people react to it? 

 

P-One major event that took place in the holocaust was… the introduction of the 
Nuremberg Laws that made anti-Jewish actions legal.  

Ev-This was important because… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ex-As a result of this… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Ev-In addition, these laws included… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ex- This led to… 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection: 

WWW EBI 

 I can recall events of the holocaust 
 I can give specific detail about the 

event 
 I can explain why the event was 

important 
 I can discuss what impact the event 

had 
 I can explain why this event led to 

another event 
 I can use sentence starters to 

structure my answer 
 I can give a judgement on the 

importance of an event 

 I need to find out events in the 
holocaust 

 I need to give details about these 
events e.g. date 

 I need to explain why the event was 
important 

 I need to discuss the impact of an 
event e.g. how people felt, what 
happened 

 I need to explain how this event led 
to another event  

 I need to use sentence starters to 
structure my answer 

 I need to add a judgement on the 
importance of an event 

 

Task 1: You are going to watch a clip of an interview where a survivor and liberator of 
Bergen-Belsen meet for the first time and discuss what happened when concentration 
camps like this one were liberated (freed) as WWII ended. 

1. What was happening across Europe before VE day across Europe? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Lord Saye and Sele say he saw on the day of the liberation? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. What does Mala say about the liberation? What did she see? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge: What were the consequences of liberating the camps at the end of a war? Think 
about the damage caused to other countries, and their lack of money/resources to properly 
care for those rescued. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Task 2: Allied Liberation- what can be learned from this horrific event? 

At the time of liberations there was a question of what should be recorded and shared with the 
general population to begin the healing process from this horrific event, and to ensure others were 
aware of the scale of atrocities that had taken place across Europe. In 1945, overseen by Alfred 
Hitchcock, a team of British film-makers went to Germany to document the horror of the 
concentration camps. Despite being hailed as a masterpiece, the film was never shown. 

Discuss with your partner your thoughts on these questions and write down your ideas. 

1. What are your thoughts on the making and watching of films such as this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think it is important to record details of events such as this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Why do you think people should learn about the Holocaust? What lessons must they 
learn from the Holocaust? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Task 3: We are going to have a debate about the best ways to prevent genocide in the future. 
Consider what knowledge you can apply from the story of the Holocaust to your answer 

Your judgement: How can we prevent genocide in the future? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge: Why might historians disagree with comparing genocides? Do you think we should still 
look at different genocides today to compare them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Reflection:  

Read the statements and decide if they are true or false. 

 The Holocaust was started, and organised only by Hitler. 
 The Holocaust only targeted Jewish communities. 
 Most of the Jewish populations persecuted during the Holocaust were from Poland. 
 Once Hitler rose to power persecution of the Jews began in Europe. It had not existed in 

Europe before 1930.  
 Persecution of the Jews included many new anti-Semitic laws. For example, in 1935 the 

Nuremberg Laws were introduced, which excluded German Jews from German citizenship 
and banned them from marrying or having sexual relations with persons of "German or 
related blood." 

 The Final Solution to the German question involved the execution of remaining Jewish 
populations in Europe. 

 As part of the Final Solution the Nazis used concentration camps to exterminate the Jewish 
populations. 

 Britain’s aim was to stop the Holocaust as soon as it heard about it. 
 British leaders like Winston Churchill knew nothing about the Holocaust at the time. 
 Hitler rose to power using problems in Germany at the time to help him e.g. Germany’s 

failure in WWI and the Wall Street Crash that devastated families in Germany.  
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Challenge: In 20 words or less sum up what you have learned about the Holocaust during this topic. 
Think about the main message you want to share with others. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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