
A FACTORY IN THE KAUNAS GHETTO

A STREET MARKET IN THE ŁÓDŹ GHETTO



THE KAUNAS (KOVNO) GHETTO

THE ŁÓDŹ GHETTO

Where was it? Poland 

When was it created? February-April 1940

When was it liquidated? August 1944

How many people lived there? More than 
200,000

Who were they? Jews from Łódź and nearby 
towns; German, Austrian and Czech Jews; 
Roma from Austria

What happened to them? More than 45,000 
people died in the ghetto from disease and 
starvation; around 80,000 were murdered at 
Chełmno extermination camp in 1942 and 1944; 
more than 65,000 were deported to Auschwitz-
Birkenau in 1944 where most were murdered

What was life like in the ghetto?

“A transport of deportees arrived [in the ghetto]... 
The sick, children, and old people have been 
driven to hospitals, orphanages, and homes for 
the aged, but the rest are lying in empty houses 
on straw mats provided by the administration or 
on their own bedding.”

“Our bread ration has been reduced, and 
vegetables don’t arrive anymore. Hunger is 
ever more terrifying... At work, food is almost 
the only topic of conversation (the food we had 
before the war, naturally).”

Dawid Sierakowiak, diary entries, 
September 1941 & March 1942

(Photo credit: Jüdisches Museum, Frankfurt)

Where was it? Lithuania (between 1940 and 
1941 Kaunas was occupied by the Soviet 
Union)

When was it created? July-August 1941

When was it liquidated? July 1944

How many people lived there? Around 30,000

Who were they? Jews from Kaunas (more than 
5,000 had been murdered before the ghetto 
was created)

What happened to them? More than 10,000 
people were shot in October 1941; in 1943 the 
ghetto was turned into a concentration camp; 
most people were shot in 1943 and 1944 or 
sent to other camps

What was life like in the ghetto?

“No less than 60 percent of the Ghetto inmates 
go out daily to do forced labour. The work is 
back-breaking. The inmates risk their lives trying 
to purchase goods for themselves and for their 
families and then smuggling them in through 
the Ghetto gate – all this under the watchful 
eyes of the German and Lithuanian policemen. 
The unrelieved pressure during work, the worry 
over what tomorrow will bring, and the fears of 
extermination – all these sap the strength of the 
forced labourers.”

Avraham Tory, diary entry, June 1943

(Photo credit: USHMM)



THE ENTRANCE TO THE RADOM GHETTO
(The sign reads “Danger of epidemics: Jewish residential district”)

THE FENCE AROUND THE RIGA GHETTO



THE RADOM GHETTO

THE RIGA GHETTO

Where was it? Latvia (between 1940 and 1941 
Riga was occupied by the Soviet Union)

When was it created? August-October 1941

When was it liquidated? November 1943

How many people lived there? 50,000 people 
spent time in the ghetto: the highest population 
at any time was around 29,000

Who were they? Jews from Riga (several 
thousand had been murdered before the ghetto 
was created); German, Austrian and Czech 
Jews

What happened to them? More than 25,000 
Jews from Riga were shot in November and 
December 1941 to make room for the German 
Jews; most of the German, Austrian and Czech 
Jews were shot in 1942; the survivors were 
sent to Kaiserwald concentration camp in Riga 
in 1943

What was life like in the ghetto?

“We arrived in the ghetto [from Germany] and 
were taken to a group of houses that had 
obviously been left in a hurry: there was complete 
turmoil, they were completely deserted and they 
had not been heated… There were pots, pans 
and plates thrown all over the place.  Complete 
chaos.  Ominous. On the walls a message said, 
‘Mama, farewell.’… Mr and Mrs Levi, another 
lady, my mother, my brother and myself, shared 
this place.”

Ezra Jurmann, survivor

(Photo credit: Yad Vashem) 

Where was it? Poland 

When was it created? April 1941

When was it liquidated? August 1942

How many people lived there? Around 30,000

Who were they? Jews from Radom

What happened to them? There were two 
ghettos in Radom: most of their inhabitants 
were murdered at Treblinka extermination camp 
in August 1942 in two separate deportation 
operations; the Jews who were not deported 
to Treblinka were sent to labour camps where 
most of them were killed in 1943

What was life like in the ghetto?

“We saved a few personal belongings and 
crowded into a single room in the Big Ghetto, 
where we lived together for the next year. Once 
we had been comfortably middle class. The 
ghetto was the great equaliser. Now everybody 
was dirt poor....

Most people lived on whatever savings they 
had and bought food and items on the black 
market. The Germans would frequently round 
up Jews from the ghetto for forced labour 
assignments. No one could refuse to work. The 
Germans would give the labourers a little soup 
for a day of labour.”

Sol Finkelstein, survivor

(Photo credit: Stadtarchiv, Munich, courtesy of Yad Vashem) 



THE GATE OF THE SOPRON GHETTO

THE GATE OF THE STANISŁAWÓW GHETTO
(The man on the left is a Ukrainian policeman; the man behind the gate is a Jewish 

ghetto policeman; the men walking through the gate are German officials)



THE SOPRON GHETTO

THE STANISŁAWÓW GHETTO

Where was it? Poland (between 1939 and 
1941 Stanisławów was occupied by the Soviet 
Union)

When was it created? December 1941

When was it liquidated? February 1943

How many people lived there? More than 
20,000

Who were they? Jews from Stanisławów 
(around 10,000 had already been shot on 12 
October 1942, before the ghetto was created)

What happened to them? Almost everyone 
who lived in the ghetto was murdered in 1942 
and early 1943: several thousand were deported 
to Bełżec extermination camp in March and 
September 1942; the rest were killed in mass 
shootings near Stanisławów which happened 
regularly up to February 1943

What was life like in the ghetto?

“People are selling clothes to survive. Many 
of us were robbed of our valuables, so what 
is left? Like our relatives, we have never been 
wealthy so we don’t own many things that we 
can sell for money. Everything comes to an end, 
the selling, too. People are dying, swollen from 
hunger. Others are starving. There is hardly a 
home where regular meals are served... since 
there is not enough bread nor a hearty soup 
that would satisfy our hunger.”

An anonymous young woman,  
diary entry, March 1942

(Photo credit: Yad Vashem)

Where was it? Hungary

When was it created? May 1944

When was it liquidated? July 1944

How many people lived there? About 1,800

Who were they? Jews from Sopron and nearby 
towns

What happened to them? Almost everyone 
was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau in July 
1944; almost all of them were murdered when 
they arrived at Auschwitz

What was life like in the ghetto?

“I cannot recall ever having seen a German 
soldier near the ghetto – it was all Hungarians...  
They organised two ghettos in town... [In one of 
the ghettos] they put up very huge boardings, 
you know, high fences, wooden fences. In the 
one which was in the centre of town where we 
were, they just put a metal chain on two ends 
and there was a guard there and that was that... 
And then every family got a room. We were four 
of us in one room in one of these older places...”

Ludwig Weiler, survivor

(Photo credit: Yad Vashem)

 



A STREET IN THE TEREZÍN GHETTO

A STREET IN THE WARSAW GHETTO



THE TEREZÍN (THERESIENSTADT) GHETTO

THE WARSAW GHETTO

Where was it? Poland 

When was it created? October-November 
1940

When was it liquidated? April-May 1943

How many people lived there? More than 
400,000

Who were they? Jews from Warsaw and 
nearby towns; some German Jews

What happened to them? Over 70,000 people 
died in the ghetto from disease and starvation; 
around 300,000 were murdered at Treblinka 
extermination camp in 1942 and 1943; more 
than 10,000 died in the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising in April to May 1943; after the uprising, 
more than 20,000 were deported to labour 
camps where most of them were murdered in 
November 1943

What was life like in the ghetto?

“One of the plagues of the ghetto is the beggars, 
who continue to multiply. They are refugees 
who have no friends or relatives here... During 
the first few days after their arrival they look 
for work. At night they sleep in the doorways, 
that is to say, in the street. When they become 
exhausted and their swollen feet refuse to carry 
them, they sit down on the edge of the sidewalk 
against a wall. They close their eyes and timidly 
stretch out a begging hand for the first time. 
After a few days they ask for charity with their 
eyes open.”

Mary Berg, diary entry, June 1941

(Photo credit: USHMM) 

Where was it? Czechoslovakia

When was it created? November-December 
1941

When was it liquidated? Terezín was never 
liquidated; it was liberated in May 1945

How many people lived there? About 155,000 
people spent time in the ghetto: the highest 
population at any time was 59,000

Who were they? Czech Jews; ‘privileged’ Jews 
from Germany and Austria (e.g. World War I 
veterans, elderly people, community leaders)

What happened to them? About 35,000 people 
died in the ghetto from disease and starvation; 
87,000 were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
and other killing sites in eastern Europe

What was life like in the ghetto?

“The German headquarters started to present 
Theresienstadt as a model ghetto and one day 
Eichmann came with some members of the 
Red Cross. It was highly organised of course. 
Before the visit everybody was engaged in town 
cleaning... Children were rehearsed on what 
to say when the camp commandant arrived: 
they would crowd around him and he would 
give them each a box of sardines... And that of 
course was used for German propaganda. After 
that the transports [to Auschwitz] went every 
single day.”

Zdenka Ehrlich, survivor

(Photo credit: USHMM) 

 


