
Who sided with Harald Hardrada after his exile from England?

When did Edward the Confessor die?

Who were the other contenders to the throne?

When was Harold Godwinson crowned king?

Why was the embassy to Normandy important for Harold Godwinson?

Describe two features of the Anglo-Saxon legal system before 1066.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Title: What happened at the Battle of Gate Fulford?



Who sided with Harald Hardrada after his exile from England?
Tostig Godwinson

When did Edward the Confessor die?
5th January 1066

Who were the other contenders to the throne?
Harald Hardrada, William Duke of Normandy, Edgar Aethling

When was Harold Godwinson crowned king?
6th January 1066

Why was the embassy to Normandy important for Harold Godwinson?
Showed Edward trusted him to carry out duties

Describe two features of the Anglo-Saxon legal system before 1066.
Shires, shire reeves, hundreds, tithings, oaths, blood feuds changed to 
Wergilds.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Title: What happened at the Battle of Gate Fulford?



Title: What happened at the Battle of Gate Fulford?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Individual liberty, 
rule of law Is it ever 

acceptable to 
use force to 
take power?



Before we start this topic, go 
through the vocabulary audit and 
rate your knowledge of these 
words.

Do not worry if you do not know 
the words yet!

Challenge: Can you use three of 
these in a sentence?



Label these three areas 
and identify which 

claimant comes from 
each area.

Bonus – Identify one 
fact about each 

claimant



Label these three areas 
and identify which 

claimant comes from 
each area.

Bonus – Identify one 
fact about each 

claimant

Harald Hardrada- supported by Tostig, claim 
based on secret deals, warrior king with 
15,000 warriors and 300+ longships.

William, Duke of Normandy- claim based on agreement with Edward 
from 1051 (confirmed by embassy to Normandy of Godwinson 1064), 
pope support.

Harold Godwinson-
already king, Godwinson 
family power (e.g .Earl of 
Wessex), brother-in-law to 
king and crowned 6th Jan.

Edgar Aethling- too 
young to be king, 
royal blood but 
discounted by Witan.



The War for the Throne

Three powerful men want the English throne, in 1066 they all made their grab for 
power. This resulted in three brutal battles:

• The Battle of Fulford

• The Battle of Stamford Bridge

• The Battle of Hastings

We are going to look at each 
battle, make a storyboard 
for each one and decide 
why they were won and 

lost.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 



The War for the Throne

Three powerful men want the English throne, in 1066 they all made their grab for 
power. This resulted in three brutal battles:

• The Battle of Fulford
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• The Battle of Hastings

We are going to look at each 
battle, make a storyboard 
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why they were won and 

lost.
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-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 



The Battle of Fulford: Storyboard

Watch the story of the Battle 
of Gate Fulford. As you watch, 

you need to record 6 main 
events that happened in the 

Battle of Gate Fulford.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 



The Battle of Fulford
King of Norway, Harald Hardrada (Hard Ruler) – 300 ships, 10,000 warriors, 

including Tostig Godwinson and his men

Two brothers, Earl Edwin of Mercia and Earl Morcar of Northumbria – 5,000 
fyrd 

Tostig’s weaker troops on the right, Hardrada’s hard Viking warriors on the 
left

Hardrada’s hard warriors were able to rout the left, then turn on the A/S 
right.

Edwin and Morcar were fighting on marshy, boggy land – can’t manoeuvre 

Edwin and Morcar flee to York but surrender, Hardrada wins

Hardrada makes camp outside of York to celebrate and wait for hostages to 
arrive.



Hardrada showed his strength, killing the 
forces of Edwin and Morcar who put up a good 

fight to protect England. By Sunday 24th Sept 
_____ had surrendered. Hardrada then 

celebrated his victory and waited at _________ 
_______to collect hostages as a payment from 

the county.



Fearing invasion after his crowning as king 
in 1066, Harold stationed troops on the 

______ coast in preparation for an invasion. 
On Sept 8th, due to a lack of invasion, 

Harold disbanded his troops and headed 
back to________.

Encouraged by _____, Harald 
Hardrada prepared and launched an 

attack from ________at the same 
time Harold Godwinson was stationed 

in the south.

When he arrived, Hardrada brought 
around 300 ships and 10,000 plus men. 
Leaving around _____soldiers to guard 
their fleet, Hardrada and his remaining 

army marched towards York to start their 
invasion.

Edwin and________, the earls in this 
area, brought their army of 4,500 men 
to defend this area. With problems of 

the _______ terrain, the English 
formed a shield wall to defend their 

troops.

Once the river that separated the two 
sides dried up, Hardrada was able to 
use his _______ troops to go around 

the English shield wall

Hardrada showed his strength, killing the 
forces of Edwin and Morcar who put up a 
good fight to protect England. By Sunday 

24th Sept _____ had surrendered. 
Hardrada then celebrated his victory and 
waited at _________ _______to collect 
hostages as a payment from the county.

Missing words:
South, 3,000, hidden, Stamford Bridge, Morcar, London York marshy, Tostig, Norway



Fearing invasion after his crowning as king 
in 1066, Harold stationed troops on the 

South coast in preparation for an invasion. 
On Sept 8th, due to a lack of invasion, 

Harold disbanded his troops and headed 
back to London.

Encouraged by Tostig, Harald 
Hardrada prepared and launched an 

attack from Norway at the same time 
Harold Godwinson was stationed in 

the south.

When he arrived, Hardrada brought 
around 300 ships and 10,000 plus men. 
Leaving around 3,000 soldiers to guard 
their fleet, Hardrada and his remaining 

army marched towards York to start their 
invasion.

Edwin and Morcar, the earls in this 
area, brought their army of 4,500 men 
to defend this area. With problems of 
the marshy terrain, the English formed 

a shield wall to defend their troops.

Once the river that separated the two 
sides dried up, Hardrada was able to 
use his hidden troops to go around 

the English shield wall

Hardrada showed his strength, killing the 
forces of Edwin and Morcar who put up a 
good fight to protect England. By Sunday 

24th Sept York had surrendered. Hardrada 
then celebrated his victory and waited at 
Stamford Bridge to collect hostages as a 

payment from the county.

Example answer story.



Why Harald 
Hardrada won 
the Battle of 

Fulford?

Tactics

NumbersFighters

The Earl’s 
Mistakes

Terrain

Add to your spider 
diagram details of why 

Hardrada won the 
Battle of Fulford.

Challenge: How far 
were the tactics 

actually a problem?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 



This question is worth 4 marks.
You get 2 marks per feature.

A feature is something distinctive or characteristic e.g. one 
feature here might be the system of earldoms.

Each feature needs a supporting detail. This is some specific 
information that shows you understand the feature.

Describe two features of Harald Hardrada’s tactics at the 
Battle of Gate Fulford. (4) 
One feature of Harald Hardrada’s tactics at the Battle of Gate Fulford 
was …

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Another feature of Harald Hardrada’s tactics at the Battle of Gate 
Fulford was …

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Example 
Below is an example of a full mark answer. Use this to help you 
write your own answer.

Describe two features of earldoms in Anglo-Saxon England.

Another feature of Anglo-Saxon earldoms their military power. For 
example, earls had a role as lord to hundred of thegns, and they 
maintained the housecarls, who were highly trained troops who 
acted as bodyguards for the earls. The king could then use the 
earls like generals against his enemies.

Describe two features

Self-assess

Have you included:
 One clear feature of Harald Hardrada’s tactics at the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
 A supporting detail for the feature
 Another clear feature of the duties of Harald Hardrada’s tactics at the Battle of 

Gate Fulford.
 Another supporting detail



Review Bingo

monarch marsh Ambush Fuflord

fyrd tactic military earl

Shield Wall Stamford Housecarl Conquest 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Gate Fulford. 
-Explain why Harald Hardrada was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 
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