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Descriptive Writing
Lesson 5: Lesson Guide
Do Now
Students define tenor, vehicle and ground. 
Describing the image 1
In pairs, students describe the image. An example is provided. Students then need to reflect 
on what the student does well. 
Describing the image 2
Students are provided with a new image. A student has written a response to this. They need 
to improve the response using the success criteria. 
Defining the tenors
Students define the tenors in the image using the annotations to guide them. 
Rewriting 
Students rewrite the description using tenor, vehicle and ground. A visualiser would be useful 
for this activity. 
Describing action
Students are presented with another example - this time the stimulus is a video of a gymnast. 
Describing people when they are moving is harder. Students are provided with suggestions of 
tenors. They re-watch the video and then come up with the vehicles. Some examples are 
provided. The ground is also provided. You may wish to remove some of this support for 
students. 
Writing
Students write a description of Nadia using their tenor, vehicle and ground notes. 
End of lesson quiz



Extension: Find the tenor, vehicle and ground for the 
examples above.
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Do Now:
Here are the three main parts of a metaphor.
Provide the definition for each part of a 
metaphor.
The tenor:

The vehicle:

The ground:

His eyes are coals from 
the middle of hell and his 
heart is black and hard.

On dull days she’d sit 
quiet as a mole at her 
desk.
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Tenor
The thing you want to try and describe to your 
audience. 

Vehicle
The imaginative idea you compare it with to help your 
audience understand it. This is the ‘made up’ bit. 

Ground
The things the tenor and the vehicle have in common.

His eyes are coals from 
the middle of Hell and his 
heart is black and hard.

On dull days she’d sit 
quiet as a mole at her 
desk.

Tenor: Eyes
Vehicle: Coals from hell

Tenor: The girl
Vehicle: A mole
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Look at this image. In pairs, discuss: what is the 
person doing? How would you describe it?



Here is one student’s description of the image.

She curved across the snow, hands gripped on the 
poles. Her legs were bent, a frog ready to spring 
away from the white dust settling on the mountain. 
Her face was aghast at the precipice before her.
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In pairs, discuss:

What is good about this description? 

She curved across the snow, hands gripped on 
the poles. Her legs were bent, a frog ready to 
spring away from the white dust settling on the 
mountain. Her face was aghast at the precipice 
before her, anticipating the descent.

• This is an accurate description of the skier
• The description has an emotive response
• It uses imagery to provide more detail and interest 
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Look at this image. In pairs, discuss: what is the person doing? How 
would you describe it?



Here is one student’s description of the image.

His hands fell on the rock. His fingers were bent. His 
hands were covered in white dust because of the rock. 
His eyes looked on to the next ledge expectantly. The 
fall was deep and distant. The only way was up over the 
ragged crag. 
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In pairs, discuss:

What is good about this description? What can be improved? 

His hands fell on the rock. His fingers were bent. 
His hands were covered in white dust because 
of the rock. His eyes looked on to the next ledge 
expectantly. The fall was deep and distant. The 
only way was up over the ragged crag. 

• This is an accurate 
description of the 
climber

• The description names 
and tells what 
happened

• The description is too 
literal

• More detail would 
make this more 
interesting for the 
reader
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We will now discuss how we can make this a better description 
using imagery.
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We can describe the rock face and 
how it appears to the climber.

We can describe 
the eyes of the 
climber and how he 
feels on the climb.

We can describe the 
hands of the climber.

Let’s define the possible tenors in this image.

We can describe 
the light on the rock 
and the shadow it 
creates.
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His hands fell on the rock. → The sprawled limbs of the 
spider cast themselves over the crag.
The tenor: the climber’s hands. 
The vehicle: like a spider. 
The ground: hands of the climber are sprawled and ready 
to grip the rock.  

Let’s have a go at re-writing the description using tenor, vehicle
and ground for this image. 

p. 10
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We can describe the rock face and 
how it appears to the climber.

We can describe 
the eyes of the 
climber and how he 
feels on the climb.

 We can describe 
the hands of the 
climber.

We can describe 
the light on the rock 
and the shadow it 
creates.

In pairs, now re-write the rest of the description using 
the tenors we have already found. 
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What did you come up with?

• His hands fell on the rock. The sprawled limbs of the 
spider cast themselves over the crag.

• His hands were covered in white dust because of the 
rock. 

• His eyes looked on to the next ledge expectantly. 
• The fall was deep and distant. 
• The only way was up over the ragged crag. 
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Nadia Comaneci is a famous 
Romanian gymnast who was 
awarded the first ever perfect 
10.00 score at the Olympic Games 
in 1976. 

Let’s see her in action! 

Watch to 3 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s
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We have worked hard on describing people while 
they are stationary. 

Describing people when they are moving is harder. 
Let’s practise now! 
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Let’s re-watch Nadia’s performance. 

As you watch, make notes on how you would describe Nadia’s 
movements. Come up with as many tenors as you can. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s


Tenor Vehicle Ground

arms

legs

body

movement
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Let’s re-watch Nadia’s performance for a third time. 

As you watch, come up with as many vehicles as you can. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s
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What vehicles did you come up with?

scissors

hinge

spinning top

slinky

rulerwave
frog

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9QpC8_LiE&t=133s


Tenor Vehicle Ground

arms

legs

body

movement
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In pairs, work out the best vehicles for each of the 
tenors. 

scissors

spinning top

wave

hinge

slinky

rulerfrog



Tenor Vehicle Ground

arms ruler straight and precise 

legs frog spring into action

body hinge folds slowly in half

movement slinky cascades slowly
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What did you come up with?

Extension: are there any other vehicles you can 
come up with?
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Now write a description of Nadia Comaneci.  

Tenor Vehicle Ground

arms ruler straight and precise 

legs frog spring into action

body hinge folds slowly in half

movement slinky cascades slowly

wave

hinge

slinky

rulerfrog

scissors

spinning top



Is the writing accurate?
Check 1: Does each sentence begin with a capital 

and end with a full stop?
Check 2: Have you punctuated your sentences 

correctly?
Check 3: Have you indented paragraphs whenever 

there is a major change in speaker, time or place?
Check 4: Have you checked your spellings?M
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When you’ve finished, 

check your writing.

Is the writing suitable for a description?
 Does the writing present a clear emotion?
 Does the writing use effective imagery?
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a) Nadia’s arms were a hinge, swinging in perfect 
tandem left to right. 

b) She curved her body like a wave, mapping its 
ebb and flow. 

c) Her limbs were a ruler, a clear line across the 
horizon. 

d) The audience were made dizzy by the spinning 
top. 

e) Nadia’s body was a slinky edging its way over, 
centimetre by centre. 

Which of these sentences does not contain a 
metaphor? 
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a) Nadia’s arms were a hinge, swinging in perfect 
tandem left to right. 

b) She curved her body like a wave, mapping its 
ebb and flow. 

c) Her limbs were a ruler, a clear line across the 
horizon. 

d) The audience were made dizzy by the spinning 
top. 

e) Nadia’s body was a slinky edging its way over, 
centimetre by centre. 

Which of these sentences does not contain a 
metaphor? 
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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