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Descriptive Writing
Lesson 3: Lesson Guide
Do Now
Students explain why the image is inspirational. Details are provided. 
Emotions 
Students connect the details to the emotions that they generate. 
Switching the example – a terrible storm
Students provide different details to accompany the new perspective
Planning 
Students then have an opportunity to plan their writing. 
Details
Students find details in the image to link to the emotions it conjures 
Writing 
Students write a description of the setting
Editing
We want students to have an opportunity to edit their work throughout this unit. An 
example is provided of Blake’s redrafting. 
Feedback
It is important that students establish good habits for giving feedback. An example is 
provided of how feedback can be given. 
Acting on feedback
Plenary
Peer assessment using Mastery Checks
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Extension: Continue this description, ‘The grass had been 
freshly cut and the sun prickled the earth.’

What makes this image inspirational? 
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The sun peeking 
through the clouds

The grass is freshly cut

The gentle breeze 
turning the windmill 

A safe shed providing 
shelter and protection

Which emotions does this image make you feel?

The sky is a beautiful 
and dramatic shade 
of blue

The landscape is 
full of natural life
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The sun peeking 
through the clouds

The grass freshly cut

The gentle breeze 
turning the windmill 

A safe shed providing 
shelter and protection

comfort
energy

excitement

safety
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There is another way we can look at this image.
The dark sky could suggest that there is going to be a 
terrible storm. 

Look at the image again. Imagine there is a terrible 
storm approaching. How do you view the scene 
differently?
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The dark clouds look like there 
is about to be a huge storm 

The browning 
trees shedding 
leaves

The wind disturbing 
the windmill and 
the grass

The shed is abandoned – it 
might not be strong enough 
to survive the storm. It looks 
weak.

Which emotions do these details give us?

There are no people or 
animals – they might be 
hiding from the storm 
that is about to happen
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The clouds rolling in 
before a storm

The browning trees 
shedding leaves

The wind disturbing 
the windmill

An abandoned shed

fear abandonment

angst
anxiety
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We are now going to plan our writing using this 
image.

p. 7
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Your plan should look something like this:



Last lesson we saw that descriptive writing is successful 
when: 
 It is clear.
 It is emotive. 
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You now have 20 minutes to write your 
description of this image.  



Is the writing accurate?
Check 1: Does each sentence begin with a capital 

and end with a full stop?
Check 2: Have you punctuated your sentences 

correctly?
Check 3: Have you indented paragraphs whenever 

there is a major change in speaker, time or place?
Check 4: Have you checked your spellings?M
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When you’ve finished, 

check your writing.

Is the writing suitable for a description?
 Does the writing present a clear emotion?



Last year we read ‘The 
Tyger’ by William Blake. 
The poem was written in 
1794 (after Shakespeare 
and before Dickens).

Great writers need to 
work hard on their 
writing. They learn from 
more experienced 
people. They write, edit 
and re-write their work 
until they are happy with 
the finished product. 
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The manuscript of William Blake → ‘The Tyger’ poem 

Here are Blake’s 
notes and drafts 
of ‘The Tyger’. 
You can see that 
he has written 
and re-written 
the poem lots of 
times. 

This is what the 
best writers do: 
review their work 
and constantly 
try to improve!M
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Here is a student’s description of this setting. We are 
going to help them improve it. 
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The fields were full of green grass. A narrow road ran 
through two fields and led to a forest. A single tree 
stood in one of the fields. Heavy rain fell everywhere. 
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The fields were full of green grass. A narrow road ran through 
two fields and led to a forest. A single tree stood in one of the 
fields. Heavy rain fell everywhere. 

When we give feedback we want to help someone 
to improve. Here is the success criteria for this piece 
of writing:
Is the writing accurate?
 Check 1: Does each sentence begin with a capital and end 

with a full stop?
 Check 2: Have you punctuated your sentences correctly?
 Check 3: Have you indented paragraphs whenever there is a 

major change in speaker, time or place?
 Check 4: Have you checked your spellings?

Is the writing suitable for a description?
 Does the writing present a clear emotion?

Let’s go through each of the success criteria, one-by-
one.



Giving feedback

What the student does well:
 The spelling is accurate
 The student uses correct punctuation
 Spellings are correct

To improve:
This student needs to add a clear emotion to their 
description.
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The fields were full of green grass. A narrow road ran 
through two fields and led to a forest. A single tree stood in 
one of the fields. Heavy rain fell everywhere. 

Let’s go through each of the success criteria, one-
by-one.



Is the writing accurate?
Check 1: Does each sentence begin with a capital 

and end with a full stop?
Check 2: Have you punctuated your sentences 

correctly?
Check 3: Have you indented paragraphs whenever 

there is a major change in speaker, time or place?
Check 4: Have you checked your spellings?M
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Now turn to your partner’s work 

and provide a peer review.

Is the writing suitable for a description?
 Does the writing present a clear emotion?
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Now act on your partner’s 
feedback, and improve your work.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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