
Claim for the throne based on secret deals 
made by other Vikings.

He was confident that William had not set sail 
for England because the weather had taken a 
turn for the worse. The wind was blowing 
north, stopping William from posing a threat.

He has with him 300 ships, 10,000 warriors, 
including Tostig Godwinson and his men.

Known for his warrior past. Fought Magnus for 
control in Norway and proved a brutal warrior 
at Gate Fulford, sleighing in enemy.

Had to march 185 miles north in 5 days to 
reach the site of the invasion. He had learned 
of a potential invasion from beacon signals 
(fires lit in a chain of high places to signal an 
invasion had occurred).

As he marched north, this king gathered more 
troops to support his army –fyrd- and this was 
a fantastic military achievement. 

His family were powerful in England at the 
time. He was the brother-in-law of Edward, 
and his claim was supported by witnesses.

Had formed an army and fleet on the south 
coast that had to be disbanded because no 
invasion occurred from the south.

At the end of the Battle of Gate Fulford he 
makes camp outside of York to celebrate and 
wait for hostages to arrive.

Had a trained ‘bodyguard’ army called the 
housecarls.

Colour code the statements. 
Who are they talking about? 
Harold Godwinson or Harald 

Hardrada?

Challenge: Who was in a 
better position after the 

Battle of Gate Fulford and 
why? Explain your answer.

Harald Hardrada Harold Godwinson
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Title: What happened at the Battle of Stamford Bridge? 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 
-Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Individual liberty, 
rule of law Is it ever 

acceptable to 
use force to 
take power?



Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 
-Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Describe what a shield wall was like.

Explain the military methods used by soldiers at 
this time e.g. shield wall, armour used, weapons.

Explain the strengths of tactics used by both 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings at this time. Give 
details to support your answer.

Challenge: Some historians have spoken out in 
support of shield walls. Do you agree that this 
was a good tactic or not? Explain your answer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as7x0SybpFc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as7x0SybpFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as7x0SybpFc


The Battle of Stamford Bridge: Storyboard

Watch the story of the Battle 
of Stamford Bridge. As you 

watch, you need to record 6 
main events that happened in 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 
-Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 



Despite not having his armour and being 
outnumbered by Godwinson, Hardrada put up 
a good fight, but ultimately lost his life by an 
arrow to the throat, ending the battle. The 
Vikings left England with only 24 longships.



The ___________ winds that kept William 
in Normandy allowed Harald Hardrada to 
sail over to England for the Battle of Gate 
Fulford on____ __________ _____.

Whilst Hardrada was waiting for 
hostages, Godwinson marched _____ 
miles north, collecting _____ along 
the way to support his army. These 
were less well trained, but still strong 
and wore leather armour and a shield

English kings, like Harold Godwinson, 
brought with them ______________ to 
fight. These were well trained, wore iron 
mail armour and carried Dane axes.

On ___ ________________the English 
army arrived at________ ________. 
Hardrada’s army were shocked at the 
arrival of the English army, having left 
their armour being due to their 
celebrations of the victory at Fulford.

Taken by surprise- in an ambush- the 
battle began. According to the 
chronicles, a Viking ________ stood 
on the centre of the Bridge, holding 
off the English army for a long time.

Despite not having his _______ and being 
outnumbered by Godwinson, Hardrada 
put up a good fight, but ultimately lost his 
life by an arrow to the throat, ending the 
battle. The Vikings left England with only 
__ longships.

Missing words:
Berserker, 185, Stamford Bridge, fyrd, housecarls, 25th September, 24, armour, northerly, 20th Sept 1066



The northerly winds that kept William in 
Normandy allowed Harald Hardrada to sail 
over to England for the Battle of Gate 
Fulford on 20th Sept 1066.

Whilst Hardarada was waiting for 
hostages, Godwinson marched 185 
miles north, collecting fyrd along the 
way to support his army. These were 
less well trained, but still strong and 
wore leather armour and a shield

English kings, like Harold Godwinson, 
brought with them housecarls to fight. 
These were well trained, wore iron mail 
armour and carried Dane axes.

On 25th September the English army 
arrived at Stamford Bridge. Hardrada’s 
army were shocked at the arrival of 
the English army, having left their 
armour being due to their 
celebrations of the victory at Fulford.

Taken by surprise- in an ambush- the 
battle began. According to the 
chronicles, a Viking berserker stood on 
the centre of the Bridge, holding off 
the English army for a long time.

Despite not having his armour and being 
outnumbered by Godwinson, Hardrada 
put up a good fight, but ultimately lost his 
life by an arrow to the throat, ending the 
battle. The Vikings left England with only 
24 longships.

Example answer story.



Hardrada was 
shot in the throat 

by an arrow 
during the battle. 

The Viking army 
was split in two.

Godwinson’s army 
took the Vikings 

by surprise.

Hardrada’s army 
had left all their 

armour on board 
their ships that 

morning

Godwinson’s army 
broke through the 
Viking shield wall.

Hardrada 
overestimated 

how long it would 
take Godwinson 

to march his army 
up north.

Godwinson’s 
housecarls were 

well trained 
professional 

soldiers.

Hardrada’s army 
was celebrating 
and drinking the 
night before the 

battle.

The English were 
determined to 
defend their 

country.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events of the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 
-Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious. 
-Assess the advantages and disadvantages of both armies. 

Rank the reasons Harold Godwinson won the 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. Explain your main 

reason.

Rank the reason Harold Godwinson won the 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. Explain your most and 

least important reason.

Rank the reason Harold Godwinson won the 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. Assess how far you 

think Godwinson won because of the strength of 
his own army.

Challenge: Are there any reasons you think are so 
weak they should not be considered? Why?



Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious at 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge. You may use the 
following in your answer: 

-Fatigue 
-Harold’s housecarls 

Explain why there was a succession crisis in 1066.

You may use the following in your answer:
- The death of Edward the Confessor
- Contenders to the throne 
You must also use information of you own.

Structure:

Point – give a clear reason WHY Harold Godwinson 
won the Battle of Stamford Bridge.

Evidence- support your point with SPECIFIC 
evidence.

Explain- say WHY this resulted in/led to a success 
for Godwinson

Link- link back to the working of the question

One reason why Harold Godwinson was 
victorious at the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
was…

I know that…/In addition…

This resulted in/this led to…

Therefore, Harold Godwinson won the Battle 
of Stamford Bridge because…

BETTER EXAMPLE
One reason why there was a succession crisis was the death of Edward the 

Confessor. Edward the Confessor died on 5th January leaving no clear heir to 
succeed him to the throne. The Witan therefore faced a difficult decision of 
who to select as the next king, someone who could meet all of the needs of 
the kingdom. This death led to a succession crisis, which, added to the fact 
that there were four potential contenders, made for a complex succession 

crisis in January 1066. Therefore, there was a succession crisis in 1066 
because of the complications caused by the death of Edward the Confessor.

Challenge: Make sure you’ve used  at least 3 pieces of evidence 
per paragraph and explained why each reason worked together 

to help Godwinson be victorious at the Battle of Stamford Bridge



Explain why Harold Godwinson was victorious at 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge. You may use the 
following in your answer: 

-Fatigue 
-Harold’s housecarls 

Structure:

Point – give a clear reason WHY Harold Godwinson 
won the Battle of Stamford Bridge.

Evidence- support your point with SPECIFIC 
evidence.

Explain- say WHY this resulted in/led to a success 
for Godwinson

Link- link back to the working of the question

WWW

 You have give a clear 
point as to why Harold 
Godwinson won.

 You have supported 
your point with specific 
detailed evidence. 

 You have explained why 
this led to victory in the 
battle.

 You have linked back to 
the question.

 You have compared how 
this point worked with 
other points to ensure 
Godwinson’s victory at 
Stamford Bridge.

Challenge: Make sure you’ve used  at least 3 pieces of evidence 
per paragraph and explained why each reason worked together 

to help Godwinson be victorious at the Battle of Stamford Bridge

EBI

 You need to give a clear 
point as to why Harold 
Godwinson won.

 You need to support your 
point with specific 
detailed evidence. 

 You need to explain why 
this led to victory in the 
battle.

 You need to link back to 
the question.

 You need to compare how 
this point worked with 
other points to ensure 
Godwinson’s victory at 
Stamford Bridge.
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