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Texts Studied 

Book/text title Written by 

Written when 

(years ago/period in 
history) 

Main characters Moral or message? 

‘Oliver Twist’ 

    

‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ 

    

‘The Daydreamer’ 

    

‘The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes’ 

    

‘The Tempest’ 
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George Orwell 
George Orwell was the pen name of a man called Eric Blair. A pen name is a name used by a 
writer instead of their own name. Even though his real name was Eric Blair, he is known as his pen 
name, George Orwell.  

Early Life 

George Orwell was born in India in 1903. At the time, India was still one of Britain’s colonies. You 
may remember from The Tempest that a colony is a country that is controlled by a different 
country. At the time, India was a British colony, so many British people lived and worked in India.  

Orwell’s father worked as a civil servant in India. Even though he was helping to run India, he was 
employed by the British government as India was a part of the British Empire. When he was one, 
Orwell moved back to live in England with his mother. He did not see his father again until 1912, as 
his father had to stay in India for work. 

The young Orwell was very intelligent. He went to exclusive boarding schools as he was growing 
up. He only had to pay half the fees for his education because he was so smart. At these exclusive 
schools, Orwell spent a lot of time around the richest people in the country. But when he read the 
newspapers he saw that the majority of people around the world were not rich. He wanted to find 
out more about these people and their lives. After he left school, he spent some years living as a 
homeless person on the streets of London and Paris. In 1933, he wrote a book about his 
experiences called ‘Down and Out in Paris and London’. He decided to publish the book using 
the pen name George Orwell as he did not want to embarrass his family. George Orwell would 
spend the rest of his life writing about how life was unfair for poor and ordinary working people. He 
wanted to tell the world that the rich world leaders were taking advantage of the workers for their 
own benefit.  

A man of action 

Orwell was also prepared to fight for what he believed in. He learned that the leaders of Spain 
were executing people who disagreed with their rule. In 1937, George Orwell left England to join 
the people of Spain fight against their cruel leaders. He fought in Spain until he was shot in the 
throat. He returned to England and wrote about his experiences in his novel ‘Homage to 
Catalonia’. Orwell’s time in Spain made him more determined than ever to point out and bring 
down harsh rulers. 

‘Animal Farm’ 

At this time, events around Europe were leading up to World War II. George Orwell had a number 
of health issues that meant he was not able to fight in the war, but he still wanted to help out. He 
wrote a number of articles for soldiers that helped them in battle, and he also wrote articles for 
people living in Britain that helped to build morale during the blitz.  

Orwell remained very interested in politics. He was fascinated by how leaders gained more and 
more power and wealth, while the ordinary people worked harder, got poorer and led worse 
lives. Orwell was on the side of the people and wanted to fight this injustice. In a famous essay, he 
wrote that he had a ‘natural hatred of authority’ and wanted to fight for ‘the working classes’. 
Even though he wasn’t able to fight in World War II, he knew that he could show how imbalanced 
the world was in his writing.  

George Orwell studied the cruel leaders in Europe very carefully. He saw how treacherous they 
were, and how they were responsible for millions of deaths during the war. Orwell knew that these 
leaders weren’t to be trusted, and how the people living in a country were manipulated into 
obeying their rule, even though it made their lives miserable and difficult. 
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Orwell drew upon this real-life knowledge to write his novel ‘Animal Farm’. The novel shows how a 
powerful leader can control and harm his people. We will find out more about the real events that 
inspired ‘Animal Farm’ this term.  

Today, ‘Animal Farm’ is seen as a classic work of literature. But at the time, nobody wanted to 
print it. After the war, the UK needed to work together with the cruel leaders across Europe to 
sustain peace. Publishers were afraid to print the book because Orwell criticised these leaders. 
The publishers did not want to ruin the relationships the UK was trying to build. 

Eventually, after two years of searching, Orwell found a publisher for ‘Animal Farm. It was printed 
in 1945, the year World War II ended. In the years that followed, Orwell’s criticisms were proved to 
be correct as more people learned about the harsh, violent rulers in other parts of Europe. 

George Orwell: Nineteen Eighty-Four 

‘Animal Farm wasn’t the only book Orwell wrote about violent and unfair rulers. In 
1949, he published what is probably known today as his best-known work: ‘Nineteen 
Eighty-Four’. This book came up with many ideas that are prevalent in society today. 
Here are some of them:  

Surveillance society:  

In ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’, the people of Britain are watched and monitored 
constantly by CCTV cameras and secret police. Britain today has over 2 million 
CCTV cameras, tracking people night and day.  

‘Big Brother is watching you’ 

Big Brother is the leader of Britain in ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’. It is said that he watches 
you all the time, night and day. This idea was turned into the reality TV show ‘Big 
Brother’. In the show, a group of people live together in a large house, isolated from 
the outside world but continuously watched by television cameras. 

Room 101 

In ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’, Room 101 is a torture chamber. Prisoners are shown their 
greatest fear. The room is meant to break prisoners’ spirit. Today, Room 101 is a 
comedy TV series where people talk about things about life that annoy them. 

Legacy and death 

Today, Orwell is known as one of the best British writers of the 20th century. His novels were so 
explosive and controversial they were banned in a number of countries. ‘Animal Farm was 
banned in Soviet Russia when it was written, and it continues to be banned in North Korea, whose 
leader treats his people in a cruel and unfair way.  

Even today, people are scared by the incredible power of Orwell’s work. He was a writer that 
fought for what he believed in, and was desperate to warn the world of the dangers of evil 
leaders. He died in 1950 of tuberculosis, shortly after the publication of ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’.  
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Farm animals 
 
 

Pigs 

 

Characteristics 

Male 
Boar 

Female 
Sow 

Child 
Piglet 

Types of meat 
Pork, pork chops, bacon, sausages 

Uses on the farm 
Used for meat and breeding 

Character names 

Cows 

 

Characteristics 

Male 
Bull 

Female 
Cow 

Child 
Calf/calves 

Types of meat 
Beef, rib, sirloin, rump, steak 

Uses on the farm 
Used for milking, meat and breeding 

Chickens 

 

Characteristics 

Male 
Cockerel 

Female 
Hen 

Child 
Chick 

Types of meat 
Chicken, wings, thighs, breast 

Uses on the farm 
Used for meat and eggs 

Dogs 

 

Characteristics 

Male 

Dog 

Female 

Bitch 

Child 

Puppy 

Uses on the farm 
Farmer’s pet or to round up sheep 

Character names 

Horses 

 

Characteristics 

Male 
Colt/Stallion 

Female 
Filly/mare 

Child 
Foal 

Uses on the farm 

Ploughing, transport, pulling vehicles 
and to make glue. (dead horses bones) 

Character names 

Characteristics: Use this word bank to help you complete the worksheet below. 
Intelligent   unintelligent     cowardly     loyal    fierce     strong    powerful   greedy    violent slow 
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Character List 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Old Major, a boar 

 
 
 
 

 
Napoleon, a pig 

 
 
 
 

 
Snowball, a pig 

 
 
 
 

Squealer, a pig 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr Jones, a farmer 

 
 
 
 

 
Boxer, a horse 

 
 
 
 

 
Benjamin, a donkey 
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THE SEVEN COMMANDMENTS 
1. Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy. 

2. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend. 

3. No animal shall wear clothes. 

4. No animal shall sleep in a bed. 

5. No animal shall drink alcohol. 

6. No animal shall kill any other animal. 

7. All animals are equal. 
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The Russian Revolution 
In the 19th century Russia was a very unequal country. Most of the people who 
lived there were very poor and had little education. They had tough lives and 
were bossed around by their rulers. The main Russian ruler was known as the Tsar. 
The Tsar had all the power in Russia. There were no elections, no parliament, and 
no democracy. The Tsar could do what he wanted. 

Many of the Russian people disliked this. They were treated terribly, 
some of them hardly any better than slaves. They had to work hard 
but all the product of their hard work was taken by the rich upper-
class Russians who did no work at all.  

The ordinary Russian people started to protest against this system 
of government. They said that instead of being run by the Tsar, 
they wanted to be run by a system called communism. 
Communism was a system of government that had been invented 

by a German man called Karl Marx. Under communism, everyone would be 
equal. Everyone would work the same amount and everyone would get the 

same amount of money and food. Marx said it would be much fairer than being 
ruled by someone like the Tsar. 

In 1917 the Russian people rebelled against their 
leader, Tsar Nicholas II. This event was known as the 
Russian Revolution. The leaders of the Revolution were 
the communists. The Russian Revolution was led by a 
man called Lenin. Lenin died about ten years after the 
revolution.  

During the Russian Revolution, the Tsar was killed and all 
of the other rich people were either killed or had to leave Russia. 
After Lenin died, the two leaders of communist Russia were 
called Joseph Stalin and Leon Trotsky. Trotsky had led the Russian 

army when it defeated the rich Russians in 1918. However, Stalin was in control of 
the secret police.  

The communists were now the established rulers of Russia. But the communist rulers 
soon began arguing amongst themselves. Stalin and Trotsky disagreed with how 
the country should be run.  

To make things worse, the communists did not give the ordinary people any more 
freedom than they had under the Tsar. They didn’t allow people to vote on who 
the ruler should be, and they didn’t allow people to speak their minds. 

George Orwell had watched developments in 
Russia with a keen eye. To begin with, he liked 
the general idea of communism because he 
thought it was much fairer than any other system 
of government. But he was upset by what he 
saw happening in Russia. He felt that Stalin had 
betrayed the true meaning of communism, and 
that he had become just as bad as the Tsars 
who he had replaced.  

Tsar Nicholas 
II of Russia 

Lenin led the Russian 
Revolution in 1917 

Joseph Stalin Leon Trotsky 
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Allegory: ‘Animal Farm’ and the Russian Revolution 
‘Animal Farm’ is an allegory. The literal meaning is the story of a group of animals 
on a farm. But it also has a deeper meaning. The deeper meaning is about a 
group of Russians from the start of the 20th century. 

Here are some features from the Russian Revolution and from ‘Animal Farm’. You 
need to complete the blank sections to show how ‘Animal Farm’ is an allegory for 
the Russian Revolution.  

Events from the Russian Revolution Events from ‘Animal Farm’ 
Location: Russia  

 

Location: Manor Farm, later renamed 
Animal Farm. 

 
Event: The Russian Revolution 

 

Event:  

Person: Character: Farmer Jones 

 
Person: Joseph Stalin 

 

Character: 

Person: Leon Trotsky 

 

Character:  

Person/s: Character: Old Major 

 
Idea: Communism Idea: 
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Animal Farm, the Windmill and Stalin’s Five-Year Plans	

The windmill has been used by Snowball and, later, Napoleon, to promise an easier and 

more comfortable life for the animals on Animal Farm. In Soviet Russia, the Russian 

people were not asked to build a windmill, exactly, but it was quite similar. Stalin wanted 

the people to build power stations and railway stations and dams. The idea was that 

the more energy that could be produced, the more modern Russia would be and that, 

this way, it would be able to catch up with countries such as Germany, France, the 

United Kingdom and the United States. 

Just like with the windmill, the people worked incredibly hard but they worked 

incredibly hard to meet the targets. Stalin had these Five-Year Plans with huge targets 

for productivity that it was impossible to meet. Russia became much more productive 

as a result of the Five-Year Plan, but the people themselves didn’t really benefit. People 

worked so hard, for such low wages, that it was practically slavery. Just as the animals 

are described at one point as working like slaves, that is basically what was happening 

in the Soviet Union. Thousands of people died in these jobs, from starvation, exhaustion 

and unsafe working conditions. If they protested, then they were severely punished.  The 

rest of the world could see that the USSR was becoming a more modern economy but, 

inside the country it was a very different story. 

The first windmill collapsing is probably a reference to the very poor quality of 

what was being produced in the USSR. If you rush production, then what you produce 

is unlikely to be very good. The construction of the second windmill is a reference to the 

second Five Year Plan – the Five Year Plans lasted until 1991, with the end of the Soviet 

Union. 
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The pigs’ lies 
In the first part of Chapter 7, the pigs lie to a number of different people. This is an 
example of propaganda. Propaganda is information, which is often false, which a 
political organization publishes to make people agree with what it is saying. 

Find some examples of the pigs lying in the first half of Chapter 7.  

1. Write who the pigs are lying to 
2. What they lie about 
3. Why they are lying  

Who are the pigs lying to?  

What are they lying about?  

 

 

Why are the pigs lying?  

 

 

 

Who are the pigs lying to?  

What are they lying about?  

 

 

Why are the pigs lying?  

 

 

 

Who are the pigs lying to?  

What are they lying about?  

 

 

Why are the pigs lying?  
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Stalin's cult of personality 
A cult of personality is where a leader uses propaganda to convince people to 
worship him or her, and treat them like a god.  

Joseph Stalin developed a cult of personality after December 1929, following a 
celebration of his 50th birthday. For the rest of Stalin's rule, the Soviet press 
presented Stalin as an all-powerful, all-knowing leader. From 1936 the Soviet 
journalism started to refer to Joseph Stalin as ‘the Father of Nations’. 

 

Stalin's image in propaganda and the mass media 

The Soviet press constantly praised Stalin, describing him as "Great", "Beloved", 
"Bold", "Wise", "Inspirer", and "Genius". It portrayed him as a caring yet strong father 
figure, with the Soviet people as his "children". Stalin often took part in public gift 
giving exchanges with Soviet children from a range of different ethnic 
backgrounds. Beginning in 1935, the phrase, "Thank You Dear Comrade Stalin for a 
Happy Childhood!" appeared above doorways at nurseries, orphanages, and 
schools. Children even chanted this slogan at festivals. 

Stalin also became the focus of literature, poetry, music, paintings and film that 
exhibited fawning devotion. An example was A. V. Avidenko's "Hymn to Stalin": 

Thank you, Stalin. Thank you because I am joyful. Thank you because I am 
well. Everything belongs to thee, chief of our great country. And when the 
woman I love presents me with a child the first word it shall utter will be : 
Stalin  

Numerous pictures and statues of Stalin were hung in public places. Statues of 
Stalin depicted him as tall and strong, but photographic evidence suggests he was 
between 5 ft 5 in and 5 ft 6 in (165–168 cm).  

 

Rewriting of early Soviet history 

Stalin rewrote Soviet history to give himself a more significant role in the overthrow 
of Tsar Nicholas II. According to this revised history, Stalin, not Leon Trotsky, had 
been Lenin's second-in-command during the October Revolution. To help change 
the facts of the past, Stalin concealed and destroyed historical documents, 
claiming that they were incomplete or inaccurate. Instead, Stalin presented 
himself as the leading authority in Party history and philosophy. 
 

  



13 

Cult of personality 
A cult of personality is where a leader uses propaganda to convince people to 
worship him or her, and treat them like a god.  
• List the ways that Stalin built a cult of personality in Russia when he was leader. 
• List the ways that Napoleon built a cult of personality in Animal Farm in the first half of 

Chapter 8.  
• If Stalin and Napoleon used similar techniques, place them in the same row.  

How Stalin built a cult of personality How Napoleon built a cult of 
personality 
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‘Animal Farm’: revision 
You will need to write an assessment on ‘Animal Farm’. Before you do, you will need to revise some 
of the main characters and events from the novel. 

 

Who is this man? What happened during his life to influence his work 
on ‘Animal Farm’?  

 

 

 

 
Farmer Jones 

How did farmer Jones treat the animals in a cruel way? (Chapter 1) 

 

 

 

 

What does Old Major say life will be like after the Rebellion? 

 

 

 

 

The pigs keep the milk and apples for themselves at the end of Chapter 
3. Why is this not fair? 

 

 

 

 

How was Snowball the hero of the Battle of the Cowshed (Chapter 4)? 

 

 

 

 

What happens to Snowball after he debates with Napoleon about the 
Windmill? 
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What does Napoleon do to make himself the leader of Animal 
Farm? 

 

 

 

 

Napoleon makes the other animals hate someone. a) Who does he 
make them hate?   b) Why? 

 

 

 

 

What happens in the show trials? 

 

 

 

 

How was the Battle of the Windmill different to the Battle of the 
Cowshed? 

 

 

 

 

How does Boxer die? 

 

 

 

 

How do the pigs act like humans at the end of ‘Animal Farm’? 

 

 

 

 

Was the Rebellion a success? 

 

 

 

 


