
Why is prayer important to Christians?

• To know why prayer is important to 
Christians.

• To know how to explain the 
importance of different types of prayer.

• To know how to explain the need for 
different prayers for different 
purposes, with reference to SoA.

• To know how to evaluate the 
effectiveness of prayer.

Brain in Gear:
• Translate the Yorkshire version of the 

Lord’s Prayer in to the real one!

Monday, 30 May 2022



Why do 
Christians 

pray?
How do 

Christians 
pray?

Private

To communicate with God 
to feel closer to him.



“Pray as though everything depended on 
God. Work as though everything 
depended on you” – St Augustine.

• What do you think St Augustine means by this 
quote? 

Does prayer work?



1. Read the information below about the different types of prayer. Which categories do they fall in to? Set, informal 
or private?

Type: Description: S, I or P?
The Lord's 
Prayer

Most famous Christian prayer, used by most denominations as Christians like to 
follow the example set by Jesus.

Prayers of 
Adoration

To praise the greatness and power of God. Formal liturgies like the Eucharist (bread 
and wine) contain these prayers, but they can also be said in private.

Confessional 
Prayer

Christians believe that if they are truly sorry and confess their sins, God will forgive 
them. This can be done in church or at home.

Intercessory 
Prayer

This is when a Christian prays to God on someone else's behalf. Jesus did this for 
others too.

Prayers of 
Petition

This is a prayer for more personal needs, to ask for help or guidance. Athletes often 
use this type of prayer before a big game/race.

Thanksgiving 
Prayers

To thank God for all his love and generosity. This can be led by a member of the 
liturgy in church or at said privately at home.



1. Why do you think Christians feel the need to have different types of prayer?

1. Which type of prayer do you think is the most effective, and why?

2. Which type of prayer do you think is the least effective and why?



What scenario may someone choose to 
pray 

Why would they pray (miracle , 
comfort, closure, hope)

What type of prayer would it be 
(adoration, confessional, intercessory, 

petition, thanksgiving)

You find out there has been a gas 
explosion at your partners place of work. 

For the hope of a miracle that the 
partner is still alive and safe

Your child has a gymnastics competition 
that would qualify her to represent 
Team GB



Mini Bible Time!
• “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours.” – How far do you agree with this quote?

• “But when you pray, go to your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret will reward 
you.” - Does this mean God prefers private and informal prayer?

Mathew, “For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight” - What type of prayer is Matthew emphasising importance over? 



How do Christians explain unanswered prayers



Explain two reasons why an atheist would challenge the 
significance of prayer (4) 

One reason why an atheist would challenge the significance of 
prayer is…for example…

Another reason is…for example…



Pupil Independent Marking Plenary

1.Read through each 
question and answer.
2.Decide how many 
marks you think the 
answer deserves.

3.You must be able to 
justify your reason.

4.Add to your answer in 
green pen to make it 

full marks

“Gender discrimination is always wrong.”
Evaluate this statement, giving reasons for and against. Refer to 

Christian teachings. Refer to a different perspective. Reach a justified 
conclusion.

Christians believe that God made man and woman in His own image. Genesis 1 
supports this by saying that men and women were created at the same time and 
of equal status. Therefore, gender discrimination is always wrong because men 
and women are equally special. However, in Catholicism, women cannot hold the 
same positions as men which suggests that in some cases gender discrimination is 
acceptable. For example, in the Catholic Church, women cannot be priests. 
Although, other Christian Churches say that it is wrong to treat women differently, 
and many Christian organisations such as Christian Aid promote women’s and 
human rights. This shows that gender discrimination is wrong and not accepted. In 
conclusion, many Christians would argue that gender discrimination is always 
wrong because men and women are equal in the eyes of God. 

(___/12 marks)
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