
Brain in Gear

On your books draw a picture that is linked to 
Mary Queen of Scots

It can be anything related to her life or death.

Be prepared to explain how your picture is linked.



We are 
Learning 
to...

I am able to identify 
and explain who 
Mary Queen of 

Scots is and why she 
was a potential 

threat to Elizabeth. 

I am able to analyse
how serious the threat 
the threat that Mary 
Queen of Scots and 

the Catholics posed to 
Elizabeth’s power.

I am able to justify
Elizabeth’s actions 

and make a 
judgement about  

Elizabeth’s response. 

Should Mary Queen of Scots be executed?
Working towards: Why were there so few Catholics in Elizabeth’s kingdom by 

1603?

The 
BIG 
Idea

Subject Specific Objective: To be able to describe and explain the threat posed by Mary Queen of Scots and her 
Catholic supporters to Elizabeth’s power

Assessment Objective: Knowledge and Understanding (AO1)

In today’s lesson...

This 
lesson:

Next 
lesson:

Mary 
Queen of 

Scots

GOOD learning … GREAT Learning… EVEN BETTER learning…

The 
Spanish 
Armada



Evidence that Mary was a threat and should be 
killed

Evidence that Mary was not a threat and should be
allowed to live

What were the top 3 worst decisions Mary 
made in her life?

‘As soon as Mary  ran to England she was 
dead, it was just a matter of time.’
How far do you agree with this statement?



Mary thought God had made her a queen and no human 
could judge her. Elizabeth secretly agreed.

Mary was next in line to the throne, if Elizabeth died, Mary
would be the next queen.

Mary was a Catholic, if she became queen then England 
would have another religion change. 

When Mary was queen of Scotland she had made terrible 
decisions and proved she was foolish and dangerous. 

Because Mary was alive there were several plots to kill 
Elizabeth and even a full scale Catholic rebellion in the north. 

Mary was Elizabeth’s own cousin. Elizabeth didn’t want to kill 
someone who was her family. 

Anthony Babington, a rich Catholic, was sending Mary secret 
letters about plotting to kill Elizabeth and make Mary queen. 
These letters were discovered and showed that Mary knew 

what was happening.

Mary was a queen. Elizabeth strongly believed that nobody 
should ever kill a queen.

If Mary was killed then her powerful friends in Spain might 
want revenge. King Phillip II of Spain would be furious if she 

was killed.

The Protestant lords in Scotland would be very happy if Mary was 
killed. It would bring Scotland and England closer together. 

Both Anthony Babington and his friend, a Catholic priest,
confessed that Mary knew and about and was helping with a 

plot to have Elizabeth killed.

The confessions of Babington and the priest were a result of 
horrible torture. Mary said they can’t be trusted. 

Mary argued that some of the evidence (like the secret 
letters) at her trial had been faked and were not real. There is

some evidence that this is true.

Mary had maybe been involved in plotting the murder of her 
husband, Lord Darnley. She had plotted murder before.



On the back of your books…

Should Elizabeth have killed Mary Queen of Scots?

Write a sentence explaining your answer.



Purple Zone – GCSE 18 mark question:
“Mary was too dangerous to be left alive and had to be killed”
How far do you agree with this statement? (18 marks)

Paragraph 1 – (Why you might agree)
On one hand she was dangerous and had to die. One example of how she 
was dangerous is… this shows she’s dangerous because… Therefore she had 
to die because…

Paragraph 2 – (Why you might disagree)
On the other hand…

Paragraph 3 – Your opinion
In my overall opinion, I think that…
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