
Brains in Gear

How many “GCSE Style” questions types can you 
remember?

Write in the back of your book as many different types of  
history GCSE question that you can remember doing.

CHALLENGE: Can you identify which questions are found 
in which exam papers? (Medicine, WW1, A/S, Germany)
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Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

- Investigate Anglo-Saxon culture and society

- Examine how to answer GCSE questions.

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Misconception = a view or 
opinion that is incorrect because 
based on faulty thinking or 
understanding.

Barbarian = an uncultured or 
brutish person.

What 
elements 
make up a 
culture or 
society?
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Assessment

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Why William Won

Previous lesson:



GCSE Focus – 4 mark “Describe” questions

The first GCSE question we will look at is a 4 mark “Describe 
two features…” question.

These questions appear on two of the three GCSE exam papers.

They always say “Describe two features of…” and then list 
something that you have learned about.

To get full marks, you need to identify two features and provide 
some supporting details for each one.  



GCSE Focus – 4 mark “Describe” questions

You should aim to write two sentences for each feature. 

In your first sentence, identify something to talk about. You can choose anything but try 
to think of something that you can go into detail about.

In your second sentence, provide some supporting detail that expands on an element of 
your feature. This could be explaining a specific detail, describing a consequence or 
cause of something or showing some detailed knowledge.

This question should take you five minutes in total. One thing to focus on is keeping your 
answer brief and to the point, don’t spend more time on this question than you have to.

Question 1:

Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon life and society between 1050 AD – 1066 AD.

(4 marks)









GCSE Focus – 4 mark “Describe” questions

Your turn – answer the first 4 mark question

EXTENSION: Come up with and answer your own 
second question.



GCSE Focus – 4 mark “Similarity / Difference” 
questions

The only question specific to the Medicine paper is the 
“Similarity / Difference” question.

This identifies two periods of time then asks you about a 
similarity or difference between these two periods.

To get full marks you need to identify a similarity or difference, 
then show specific knowledge about both periods. 

You should also spend 4-6 minutes on this question. 



GCSE Focus – 4 mark “Describe” questions

To answer this you can follow this easy structure:

- Identify a relevant feature in the first period

- Provide some further details

- Identify a feature in the second period

- Provide some further details

- Clearly explain what the similarity / difference is

Question 1:

Explain one way in which ideas about the causes of disease were different in the period 
c1750-c1850 and the period c1900-present

(4 marks)







GCSE Focus – 16 mark “Do you agree” questions

The last GCSE question we will look at is a 16 mark “Do you 
agree…” question.

This question appears on two of the GCSE exam papers. 

This question always gives you a statement like “The biggest 
cause of progress in the Renaissance period was new 
technology” – then asks if you agree or disagree with it.



GCSE Focus – 16 mark “Do you agree” questions

How many paragraphs should you write for this?

What should each paragraph focus on?

How long should you spend on this question?

Question 2:

“The biggest cause of progress in the Renaissance period was new technology” Do you 
agree with this statement? Explain your answer.

You may include the following in your answer:
- The Royal Society
- The Printing Press
You must also use information of your own.

(16 marks + 4 SPAG)



GCSE Focus – 16 mark “Do you agree” questions

You should write at least 4-5 paragraphs to answer this 
question. This is a good structure:

P1 – Intro 
P2 – Reasons to agree
P3 – Reasons to disagree
P4 – Another factor (can agree / disagree)
P5 – Conclusion 

You should spend 25 minutes on this question. 
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