
The Nature of Allah
Tuesday, 20 October 2020

4 Explain why these characteristics of Allah are important to 
Muslims

5-6 Link these characteristics of Allah to how they are shown in the 
Qur’an

7-9 Evaluate why the ‘oneness’ of Allah is so important in Islamic 
tradition

Lesson Focus:
•To be familiar with core beliefs about 
Allah’s nature.



This 
declaration of 
faith sums up 

the main belief 
of Muslims 
about Allah.

All other 
beliefs about 
Allah and all 

other Islamic 
teachings come 

back to this. 

Allah is one.  

Thinking about Allah- The Shahadah or declaration of faith 
contains the underpinning belief about the nature of Allah.

The Shahadah:

“I bear witness that 
there is no god but 

Allah, and Muhammad 
is the messenger of 

Allah.” 

Remember 
both Sunni and 
Shi’a Muslims 
agree on the 

Shahadah as a 
‘declaration of 

faith’.

Shi’a add 
“…and Ali was 

the 
representative 

(friend) of 
Allah”

What does this tell you 
about why the 

Shahadah cannot be on 
the 10 Obligatory Acts?



Allah’s Immanence and Transcendence

An easy way to help you remember 
these two terms:

Immanent – means ‘now’.
Transcendent – ‘above or beyond’.

These are two opposing ideas 
about Allah. Both Shi’a and Sunni 
Islam teaches that Allah is both.

1. How do these ideas 
contradict themselves?

2. How would a Muslim respond?

Transcendence 

Immanence The belief that Allah is ‘inside’ creation, meaning  
he works in the world.

The belief that Allah is ‘outside’ creation, meaning Allah is 
not restricted by the laws of the universe.

Task: 

You will need two different 
colours.

One for all the words you think 
are transcendent, and one for 
all the words you think are 
immanent.

If you finish early, tell me why! 



The Avenger

The 
ManifestThe Finder

The Firm

The 
Responder

The 
WatcherThe Provider

The Repairer

The 
Compassionate

The Patient

The Friend

The Loving

The Wise

The 
Generous

The Gentle The Just

The Merciful

The Powerful

The 
Majestic

The Judge

The Humbler

The forgiver

The Mighty

The 
ProtectorThe KingThe Guide

The Light

The Hidden

The eternal

The Living

The Trustee

The Knower

The Creator

The 
Incomparable

The Peace

The Life-
GiverThe Truth

The One

The First

The Last



AMBER 
Implies 

Suggests 
Shows

Demonstrates
Highlights

+ GREEN
Also

Another
In addition

Furthermore
Taking this further

+ BLUE
Perhaps
Maybe
Could
Might

Possibly

What does it mean to 
grasp?



The Nature of Allah – Remember that Sunni 
and Shi’a Islam agree on these. 

Tawhid

Mercy

Justice

Transcendence 

Immanence

Omnipotence

Beneficence

Oneness of Allah

The belief that Allah is ‘inside’ creation, meaning  
He works in the world.

The belief that Allah is ‘outside’ creation, meaning Allah is 
not restricted by the laws of the universe.

The belief that Allah is all-powerful

The belief that Allah is all-loving 

The belief that Allah is the source of all mercy and 
compassion. Allah forgives sinners.

The belief that Allah is the source of justice and always 
acts justly.



Subhah Beads – Shirk
How do Muslims believe 
Allah has shown these 

qualities?

Why would each of these 
names be important to a 
Muslim to believe about 

Allah?

Why might an atheist 
challenge some of 

Allah’s names?

Can we ever really 
understand God?

Muslims are not allowed to draw Allah, 
which is why they use prayer beads. How 

does this link to the sin of Shirk?



The 99 names of Allah. 
The Qur’an teaches that Allah has 99 names which are words

or characteristics used to describe Allah. They help Muslims to think about

the nature of Allah and make ideas about Allah easier to comprehend and

relate to. Muslims may use a subhah when they pray, which is a set of 99

prayer beads to help them to remember and recite the 99 names. Muslims

believe that being able to recall all 99 names of Allah strongly shows their

devotion to him. This idea is reinforced in the Hadith: Abu Huraira reported

the Prophet Muhammad as saying ‘There are 99 names of Allah: he who

commits them to memory will get into paradise.’ (Hadith 35: 6475)

Why do you think it is a good idea to have 99 names for Allah?
Why don’t you think it is a good idea to have 99 names for Allah?
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Look at the picture. It is a famous painting of the 99 names of Allah by the 
Muslim artist Ahmed Mustafa. It is called “The attributes of Divine 

perfection.”

A) Do you like the 
painting? Why?

B) What do you think 
of when you look at 
it? 

C) How does it make 
you feel?

D) How effective is 
the painting in 
making you think 
about Allah?

Remember 
Islam forbids 
any drawing of 

Allah!
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