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Do Now
What is Boxer’s greatest characteristic?
Extension:  Does Boxer have any weaknesses?
Introduction
The characteristics and function of Boxer in 
‘Animal Farm’ so far. Match descriptors with 
quotations. Prediction activity
Reading
Read from, ‘For the next two days …’,
Read to, ‘Boxer was never seen again.’
Analysis
How does Orwell create pathos in Boxer’s final 
moments.

Use glossaries to support teaching. 
ALLOW 5 MINS FOR READING

Reading
Read from, 'Three days later it was announced 
…’
Read to,, ‘… another case of whisky.’
Checking for understanding
Where did the pigs get the money to buy 
whisky?

Use glossaries to support teaching.
ALLOW 5 MINS FOR READING

Discussion
Students read A and B statements.
Which statement do you agree with?
List down in bullet points your reasons for 
agreeing with that statement.
Fortnightly quiz
Students complete fortnightly quiz 4



Do
 N

ow
Thursday, 26 May 2022

What is Boxer’s greatest characteristic?

Extension: Does Boxer have any weaknesses? What do 
you think they are?

Boxer



• Boxer has collapsed and is resting in his stall.
• The pigs who are running the farm are 

treacherous.

Think of some ideas to this question:
Will Boxer live out a long and happy retirement 
watching the farm grow from strength to strength?
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Let’s find out what happens to Boxer.
Read from, ‘For the next two days…’
Read to, ‘… seen again.’
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For the next two days Boxer remained in his stall. 
The pigs had sent out a large bottle of pink medicine 
which they had found in the medicine chest in the 
bathroom, and Clover administered it to Boxer twice 
a day after meals. In the evenings she lay in his stall 
and talked to him, while Benjamin kept the flies off 
him. Boxer professed not to be sorry for what had 
happened. If he made a good recovery, he might 
expect to live another three years, and he looked 
forward to the peaceful days that he would spend in 
the corner of the big pasture. It would be the first time 
that he had had leisure to study and improve his 
mind. He intended, he said, to devote the rest of his 
life to learning the remaining twenty-two letters of the 
alphabet.
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However, Benjamin and Clover could only be 
with Boxer after working hours, and it was in the 
middle of the day when the van came to take him 
away. The animals were all at work weeding turnips 
under the supervision of a pig, when they were 
astonished to see Benjamin come galloping from the 
direction of the farm buildings, braying at the top of 
his voice. It was the first time that they had ever seen 
Benjamin excited--indeed, it was the first time that 
anyone had ever seen him gallop. "Quick, quick!" he 
shouted. "Come at once! They're taking Boxer away!" 
Without waiting for orders from the pig, the animals 
broke off work and raced back to the farm buildings. 
Sure enough, there in the yard was a large closed 
van, drawn by two horses, with lettering on its side 
and a sly-looking man in a low-crowned bowler hat 
sitting on the driver's seat. And Boxer's stall was 
empty.

The animals crowded round the van. "Good-
bye, Boxer!" they chorused, "good-bye!"

"Fools! Fools!" shouted Benjamin, prancing round 
them and stamping the earth with his small hoofs. 
"Fools! Do you not see what is written on the side of 
that van?"

astonished – very 
surprised



Re
ad

in
g

That gave the animals pause, and there was a 
hush. Muriel began to spell out the words. But 
Benjamin pushed her aside and in the midst of a 
deadly silence he read:

"'Alfred Simmonds, Horse Slaughterer and Glue 
Boiler, Willingdon. Dealer in Hides and Bone-Meal. 
Kennels Supplied.' Do you not understand what that 
means? They are taking Boxer to the knacker's!"

A cry of horror burst from all the animals. At this 
moment the man on the box whipped up his horses 
and the van moved out of the yard at a smart trot. All 
the animals followed, crying out at the tops of their 
voices. Clover forced her way to the front. The van 
began to gather speed. Clover tried to stir her stout 
limbs to a gallop, and achieved a canter. "Boxer!" she 
cried. "Boxer! Boxer! Boxer!" And just at this moment, 
as though he had heard the uproar outside, Boxer's 
face, with the white stripe down his nose, appeared 
at the small window at the back of the van.

"Boxer!" cried Clover in a terrible voice. "Boxer! 
Get out! Get out quickly! They're taking you to your 
death!"

midst – middle 
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All the animals took up the cry of "Get out, Boxer, 
get out!" But the van was already gathering speed 
and drawing away from them. It was uncertain 
whether Boxer had understood what Clover had said. 
But a moment later his face disappeared from the 
window and there was the sound of a tremendous 
drumming of hoofs inside the van. He was trying to 
kick his way out. The time had been when a few kicks 
from Boxer's hoofs would have smashed the van to 
matchwood. But alas! his strength had left him; and in 
a few moments the sound of drumming hoofs grew 
fainter and died away. In desperation the animals 
began appealing to the two horses which drew the 
van to stop. "Comrades, comrades!" they shouted. 
"Don't take your own brother to his death!" But the 
stupid brutes, too ignorant to realise what was 
happening, merely set back their ears and 
quickened their pace. Boxer's face did not reappear 
at the window. Too late, someone thought of racing 
ahead and shutting the five-barred gate; but in 
another moment the van was through it and rapidly 
disappearing down the road. Boxer was never seen 
again.

ignorant – not 
enough 
knowledge
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Orwell makes us pity Boxer. We can say that Orwell creates 
pathos for Boxer. 

Dickens creates pathos for Bull’s Eye 
because he is a vulnerable animal 
who is subjected to Bill’s abuse. 

Pathos is when a situation makes us feel sympathy or sorrow.

Doyle creates pathos for James 
Ryder when he begs Sherlock 
Holmes for mercy.  

An audience feels pathos for 
Caliban when he talks about how 
he has been treated by Prospero. 

Look at how these sentences use the word pathos.



Discuss this question with a partner:
How does Orwell create pathos in Boxer’s final 
moments on Animal Farm? 

The pigs have sold Boxer to 'Alfred Simmonds, Horse 
Slaughterer and Glue Boiler, Willingdon. Dealer in 
Hides and Bone-Meal. Kennels Supplied’
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• Boxer is taken when the other animals are working. He is 
not able to say goodbye to his friends on the farm. 

• He goes willingly, believing that he is going to hospital. 
He has been fooled. 

• Benjamin, the donkey, desperately seeks help from the 
other animals. He, like the reader, want to save Boxer. 

• The animals’ cheerful chorus of ‘Goodbye’ turns to a 
‘deadly silence’ then a ‘cry of horror’ when they finally 
realise where Boxer is going. 

• When Boxer eventually understands that is happening, 
he tries to fight his way out but is not strong enough. He 
has lost his strength, which was one of his greatest 
characteristics. 

• Their last chance is to shut the farm gate, but they are 
too late. None of their attempts to save Boxer work.

How does Orwell create pathos in Boxer’s final 
moments on Animal Farm? 
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Let’s find out what the treacherous pigs do 
next. 
Read from, ‘Three days later …’
Read to the end of the chapter. 
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Three days later it was announced that he had 
died in the hospital at Willingdon, in spite of receiving 
every attention a horse could have. Squealer came 
to announce the news to the others. He had, he said, 
been present during Boxer's last hours.

"It was the most affecting sight I have ever seen!" 
said Squealer, lifting his trotter and wiping away a 
tear. "I was at his bedside at the very last. And at the 
end, almost too weak to speak, he whispered in my 
ear that his sole sorrow was to have passed on before 
the windmill was finished. 'Forward, comrades!' he 
whispered. 'Forward in the name of the Rebellion. 
Long live Animal Farm! Long live Comrade Napoleon! 
Napoleon is always right.' Those were his very last 
words, comrades."

Here Squealer's demeanour suddenly changed. 
He fell silent for a moment, and his little eyes darted 
suspicious glances from side to side before he 
proceeded.

demeanour – the 
way someone 
looks, seems and 
behaves
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It had come to his knowledge, he said, that a 
foolish and wicked rumour had been circulated at 
the time of Boxer's removal. Some of the animals had 
noticed that the van which took Boxer away was 
marked "Horse Slaughterer," and had actually 
jumped to the conclusion that Boxer was being sent 
to the knacker's. It was almost unbelievable, said 
Squealer, that any animal could be so stupid. Surely, 
he cried indignantly, whisking his tail and skipping 
from side to side, surely they knew their beloved 
Leader, Comrade Napoleon, better than that? But 
the explanation was really very simple. The van had 
previously been the property of the knacker, and had 
been bought by the veterinary surgeon, who had not 
yet painted the old name out. That was how the 
mistake had arisen.

indignantly –
angrily because 
you have been 
treated unfairly
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The animals were enormously relieved to hear 
this. And when Squealer went on to give further 
graphic details of Boxer's death-bed, the admirable 
care he had received, and the expensive medicines 
for which Napoleon had paid without a thought as to 
the cost, their last doubts disappeared and the 
sorrow that they felt for their comrade's death was 
tempered by the thought that at least he had died 
happy.

Napoleon himself appeared at the meeting on 
the following Sunday morning and pronounced a 
short oration in Boxer's honour. It had not been 
possible, he said, to bring back their lamented 
comrade's remains for interment on the farm, but he 
had ordered a large wreath to be made from the 
laurels in the farmhouse garden and sent down to be 
placed on Boxer's grave. And in a few days' time the 
pigs intended to hold a memorial banquet in Boxer's 
honour. Napoleon ended his speech with a reminder 
of Boxer's two favourite maxims, "I will work harder" 
and "Comrade Napoleon is always right"--maxims, he 
said, which every animal would do well to adopt as 
his own.

tempered –
made less strong

lamented –
someone that 
has died
interment - burial
laurels – plants 
with green glossy 
leaves
banquet - feast
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On the day appointed for the banquet, a 
grocer's van drove up from Willingdon and delivered 
a large wooden crate at the farmhouse. That night 
there was the sound of uproarious singing, which was 
followed by what sounded like a violent quarrel and 
ended at about eleven o'clock with a tremendous 
crash of glass. No one stirred in the farmhouse before 
noon on the following day, and the word went round 
that from somewhere or other the pigs had acquired 
the money to buy themselves another case of whisky.

uproarious – very 
noisy

acquired – got
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Discuss this questions in pairs. 

Where did the pigs get the money to buy whisky?
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Here are two statements about Boxer:

A. Boxer is the tragic hero of 'Animal Farm'. We 
should respect and admire him. We feel 
terrible about the way he was exploited by 
the pigs.

B. Boxer is a fool. He is too foolish to realise that 
the pigs were taking advantage of him. If he 
used his strength against the pigs, he would 
have prevented the pigs’ corrupt and evil 
leadership of the farm. 

Which statement do you agree with?
List down in bullet points your reasons for agreeing with 
that statement.



Quiz time!

Circle the correct answers for quiz 4.
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Quiz answers

1. c d 
2. c e
3. b c
4. d
5. c d

6. a e 
7. d
8. b d e
9. c e
10. b c
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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