


Title: Who wanted the throne in 1066?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the claimants to the throne in 1066. 
-Explain why there was a succession crisis in 1066. 
-Examine the strengths and weaknesses of each claim to the throne. 

Individual Liberty
Rule of law

Is it even 
acceptable 
to use force 
to take 
power? 



Uprising of against Tostig

How many reasons for the uprising 
against Tostig can you remember?

Challenge: Why was this uprising 
for the death of Edward the 

Confessor in 1066?
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Alex Burghart is a historian 
specialising in the Anglo-Saxon 
period. He previously lectured at 
King’s College London. BBC Two’s 
series 1066: A Year to Conquer 
England begins on 28 February 
2017.

This is an extract from his 
discussion of the succession crisis 
in BBC History Extra Magazine.

In any topic of history, a historian will have 
researched and written articles, books, journals 
or even recorded podcasts documenting their 

thoughts on a topic.

They form interpretations of events, which 
means they tell their opinion on what 

happened.

Task:

Read the information and scan for any words you don’t 
understand. Highlight them and ask for a definition.

Now answer the following questions:

1. What does this historian say Edward’s death did to 
England?

2. Who does he say fought for the throne?

3. What does Burghart say king’s could not do at this 
time? Why was this important?

Challenge: Take a historians language. Choose three terms 
this historian has used and write them out. Define what 
they mean and use them in a sentence of your own.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08h7zl8


Challenge:
Why might historians find it hard to 
truly understand this succession crisis? 
Consider their use of sources in 
creating interpretations.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/claimants-to-the-throne/zky76v4

Contender Background –
who were they?

Claim to the 
throne. Was it 
strong or weak?

Rank: Most likely 
to be successful
as king? (1 most 
likely, 4 least 
likely)

Edgar Aethling 
(c1051-1126)

Harold 
Godwinson 
(c1022-1066)

Harald Hardrada 
(c1015-1066)

William of 
Normandy 
(c1028-1087)

Learning Objectives
-Describe the claimants to the throne in 1066. 
-Explain why there was a succession crisis in 1066. 
-Examine the strengths and weaknesses of each claim to the throne. 
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Challenge:
Why might historians find it hard to truly 
understand this succession crisis? Consider their 
use of sources in creating interpretations.
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-Examine the strengths and weaknesses of each claim to the throne. 



Explain why there was a succession crisis 
in 1066. You may use the following in 
your answer: 

-Witan 
-Edgar the Aethling 

Exam tip

‘Explain why’ questions require you to identify 

relevant points that you can link together to make a 

convincing explanation. Take care not simply to tell 

the story of the rebellion, which would be 

description. Instead, link each point you make to the 

question through analysis.

Mark scheme for this question

Mark scheme for this question
1-3 marks-Simple answer no real knowledge shown.
4-6 marks- some explanation given, some knowledge shown.
MAX 5 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
7-9 marks- Good explanation using some good own knowledge.
MAX 8 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
10-12 marks-Good explanation, good own knowledge, keeps focussed 
on the question.

One reason why there was a succession 
crisis in the year 1066 was because of the 
Witan. I know that the Witan faced a 
problem of choosing who should be king 
because Edward the Confessor died with no 
clear heir. This meant that there was a 
succession crisis in England, with different 
people claiming their own right to the 
throne. Therefore, one reason there was a 
succession crisis was the Witan.

Read the answer you have been given.

Do you think this answer is good or not? Explain why?

Struggling? Look at the success criteria given. Does it do 
what the answer requires?



Explain why there was a succession crisis 
in 1066. You may use the following in 
your answer: 

-Witan 
-Edgar the Aethling 

Exam tip

‘Explain why’ questions require you to identify 

relevant points that you can link together to make a 

convincing explanation. Take care not simply to tell 

the story of the rebellion, which would be 

description. Instead, link each point you make to the 

question through analysis.

Mark scheme for this question

Mark scheme for this question
1-3 marks-Simple answer no real knowledge shown.
4-6 marks- some explanation given, some knowledge shown.
MAX 5 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
7-9 marks- Good explanation using some good own knowledge.
MAX 8 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
10-12 marks-Good explanation, good own knowledge, keeps focussed 
on the question.

Point given. One reason why there was a 
succession crisis in the year 1066 was 
because of the Witan. Evidence (weak, no 
contenders names, not explained what the 
Witan was) given. I know that the Witan 
faced a problem of choosing who should be 
king because Edward the Confessor died 
with no clear heir. Explanation (again, weak, 
not much evidence and explaining of how 
the throne is passed on) This meant that 
there was a succession crisis in England, 
with different people claiming their own 
right to the throne. Therefore, one reason 
there was a succession crisis was the Witan.



Explain why there was a succession crisis 
in 1066. You may use the following in 
your answer: 

-Witan 
-Edgar the Aethling 

Point given. One reason why there was a succession crisis in the 
year 1066 was because of the Witan. Evidence (weak, no 
contenders names, not explained what the Witan was) given. I 
know that the Witan faced a problem of choosing who should be 
king because Edward the Confessor died with no clear heir. 
Explanation (again, weak, not much evidence and explaining of 
how the throne is passed on) This meant that there was a 
succession crisis in England, with different people claiming their 
own right to the throne. Therefore, one reason there was a 
succession crisis was the Witan.

Your turn! 

Write a paragraph answering the question.

Done? Annotate your answer to show where you 
have done the following:
- Made a clear point
- Used specific, detailed evidence
- Explained why this led to a succession crisis
- Linked to the question

Point- “Another  reason why there was a succession 
crisis in 1066 was…”

Evidence- “For example/This meant that…”

Explain- “This was important because…”

Link- “Therefore, there was a succession crisis in 
1066 because…”



Think of a key word from today’s lesson and try to get the highest score. 
You may use the letters more that once.
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