
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

Icon guide

p.2

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 
Please note, there is also an MCQ in this lesson. If you wish, you can move the fortnightly quiz 
to a different lesson.



Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• ‘The Tyger’ is a poem about the creation of a tiger
• The poet wonders how the creator of the tiger could have made 

such an animal
• The tiger is compared to fire
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Do Now
Pupils brainstorm how they would describe a tiger. An extension task is to 
think about what the tiger could be compared to.
Connect
Pupils consider pictures of works of art and  come up with questions that 
they would like to ask the creators. They then consider what they would 
ask the creator of the tiger based on their ideas generated in the Do Now.

You may want to go into the idea 
of a creator god here.

Vocabulary acquisition
Pupils are given some background to the poem and are asked to highlight 
the more difficult vocabulary that is defined for them.
Reading the poem
The idea of an extended metaphor is presented here. Pupils watch a 
video reading of the poem. They then re-read the poem and brainstorm 
responses to the question ‘How does the poet feel about the tiger?’. 
Students also compose a statement about how the poet feels towards the 
tiger. This can be used for the analytical paragraph later. 

Poem: ‘The Tyger’
How do you want to conduct the 
brainstorm? Think, pair, share? 
Whole class discussion? Cold call?

Exploring metaphor
Pupils work out what the tenor and vehicle are for the opening two lines of 
the poem. They then have to distinguish between relevant and irrelevant 
discussions of the ground for the metaphor.
Writing an analytical paragraph
Pupils discuss the potential ground for the metaphor. They then write a 
response to the question: ‘How does the poet feel about the tiger?’, using 
their notes and the resource to support them. There is a suggested 
paragraph structure too. 

Students have effective been
given each element of the PEE 
paragraph throughout the lesson, 
so no model paragraph has been 
provided. 

Mastery assessment plenary
Students complete quiz.
If all correct, do extension by asking students to turn a wrong answer into 
a right one. If incorrect, address misconception and explain correct 
answer/get other students to explain correct answer. 

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini whiteboards 
or in books etc.?
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Green Pen Reflection and Re-draft

1.Correct all spellings 3 times.
2.Correct any errors, in your writing.
3.Complete the task set, depending on your EBI.
4.Stick in your green sheet.

Finished? Create 3 metaphors describing the 
weather.
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Wednesday, 06 April 2022

How would you describe a tiger?

Extension: What would you compare a tiger to? 
Why? What ground do they share?
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Look at this picture. What would you like to ask the 
person who made it?

The Persistence of Memory by Salvador Dali



M
am

an

Maman by Louise Bourgeois

Look at this sculpture.
What would you ask the person who designed it?
What would you ask the person who made it?



Imagine that somebody made the tiger.
What would you ask the person who designed and 
made it?
What would you think of the person who designed and 
made it?
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In this poem, the writer is looking at a tiger.

The poet is asking what kind of person could design 
the animal, and how they could make such a 
fearsome creature!

The poem was written in 1794 (after Shakespeare 
and before Dickens) by William Blake.

William Blake is a famous writer who is also famous 
for illustrating many of his poems. He even painted 
a scene from A Midsummer Night’s Dream!

Today, he is known just as much for his fascinating 
paintings as he is for his poems. 

Because the poem was written so long 
ago, there are some words you may 
not be familiar with. Let’s look at some 
of them before we read the poem. 
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immortal – something that can live forever

Highlight the defined words in the 
poem.
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p.5 thee – you

thy – your
symmetry – being the same on both halves 
thine – your
seize – grab
sinews – a tendon, a part of muscle
dread – scary, impressive
furnace – a container that is heated 
to a very high temperature and used 
to melt metal, or burn things
anvil – a heavy block of iron on which 
heated pieces of metal are made into 
a particular shape with a hammer
clasp – grab



The poem is about the creator of 
a tiger.

The poet wonders who could 
have been the creator of the 
tiger and where such a ferocious 
animal could have been made.

The poet asks who could have 
been able to create the heart 
and brain of the tiger and what 
tools the creator would need.
Let’s watch an animated reading 
of the poem.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oF9kbTedTL8
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Re-read the poem in pairs. 
As you re-read the poem, find the answers to these 
questions. 

1. When does the poet see the tiger? (stanza 1)
2. What word does the poet use to describe the 

tiger’s ‘symmetry’? (stanza 1)
3. Where does the poet say the tiger’s brain was 

made? (stanza 4)
4. What tool was used to make the tiger’s brain? 

(stanza 4)
5. The poet wonders if the creator of the tiger smiled

after he made the tiger. Why do you think the poet 
wonders this? (stanza 5)



Re-read the poem in pairs. 
As you re-read the poem, find the answers to these 
questions. 

1. The poet sees the tiger at night. 
2. The poet says the tiger’s symmetry is ‘fearful’.
3. The poet says the tiger’s brain was made in a 

furnace. 
4. The poet says the tiger’s brain was made using an 

anvil.
5. The poet might wonder if the creator smiled 

because the tiger is so terrifying and powerful. It 
might be that the creator should not smile at 
creating something so powerful. Maybe the 
creator has actually made something stronger and 
more impressive than himself! 



Let’s look at the metaphor in the first line

‘Tyger Tyger, burning bright’
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8. This is comparing the tiger’s bright orange fur to a fire. 

7. This tells us that the tiger is hard to control or to tame. 

6. This tells the reader that the tiger is burning brightly. 

5. This tells us that the tiger is dangerous, just like fire.

4. This indicates that the tiger can breathe fire. 

3. This suggests that the tiger’s fur stands out brightly 
against the night. 

2. This suggests that there are two tigers. 

1. This indicates that the tiger is on fire. 

Which of these statements are true about this 
metaphor?

‘Tyger Tyger, burning bright’ 

2. This suggests that there are two tigers. FALSE 
3. This suggests that the tiger’s fur stands out brightly 

against the night. TRUE
4. This indicates that the tiger can breathe fire. FALSE
5. This tells us that the tiger is dangerous, just like fire. TRUE 
6. This tells the reader that the tiger is burning brightly. 

FALSE 
7. This tells us that the tiger is hard to control or to tame. 

TRUE
8. This is comparing the tiger’s bright orange fur to a fire. 

TRUE

1. This indicates that the tiger is on fire. FALSE 
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‘Tyger Tyger, burning bright’ 
This one line tells us a lot about the tiger!
• This suggests that the tiger’s fur stands out brightly against 

the night.
• This tells us that the tiger is dangerous, just like fire.
• This tells us that the tiger is hard to control or to tame.
• This is comparing the tiger’s bright orange fur to a fire.

Remember this as we read the rest of the first stanza. 
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Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 
In the forests of the night; 
What immortal hand or eye, 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 
In the forests of the night; 
What immortal hand or eye, 
Could create and tame your fearful symmetry?

The poet is wondering who could have 
made such a fearsome beast. 

The first stanza is still very difficult!
Let’s simplify it a little. 

Discuss these questions in pairs:
1. What do we learn about the person that 

created the tiger?
2. Who does the poet imagine created the 

tiger?
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Here is one person’s opinion about the poem. 

1. Explain why you agree with this statement.
2. Use some evidence from the poem to support your 

opinion.
Extension: Can you add to this statement? The creator 
is not just strong and powerful. What else does the 
writer think about the creator of the tiger?

The writer thinks that the tiger 
was created by a strong and 
powerful god.
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Which of the following are correct?

a) ‘Tyger tyger, burning bright’ shows us that the tiger 
is on fire. 

b) ‘Tyger tyger, burning bright’ shows us that the tiger 
has bright fur.

c) The phrase ‘Tyger tyger’ tells us that the poet is 
scared of the tiger. 

d) The phrase ‘burning bright’ suggests that the tiger 
can be dangerous like fire. 

e) The phrase ‘Tyger tyger’ tells us that the tiger is 
hard to control. 
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Which of the following are correct?

a) ‘Tyger tyger, burning bright’ shows us that the tiger 
is on fire. 

b) ‘Tyger tyger, burning bright’ shows us that the tiger 
has bright fur.

c) The phrase ‘Tyger tyger’ tells us that the poet is 
scared of the tiger. 

d) The phrase ‘burning bright’ suggests that the tiger 
can be dangerous like fire. 

e) The phrase ‘Tyger tyger’ tells us that the tiger is 
hard to control. 



Complete your quiz

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

AD

BD
E
ABCE
BD

AB

AC

AC
BE
B

Get ready to mark your quiz
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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