
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• The tenor of a metaphor is not always explicit
• The vehicle of a metaphor is not always explicit
• Tennyson portrays the eagle as a strong and awesome creature
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Do Now:
Students need to select two of the images and consider the ground between 
them. This may be useful later on when students will also need to repeat this 
activity for the poem. The extension is to use the images as a stimulus to write their 
own metaphor. 
Review of the ground
Students are reminded that the ground is the things that the tenor and vehicle 
have in common, illustrated by examples from ‘November Night’ and ‘Sally’.
‘The Eagle’: initial feelings
Read the poem with students, drawing attention to glossary words. Ask students 
about their initial feelings towards the eagle.

Poem: ‘The Eagle’
How are you going to get students to 
record their ideas? What questions will you 
ask in order to get students to justify their 
responses?

‘The Eagle’: comprehension
This is a complicated poem and students have to understand it in just one lesson. 
There are two comprehension activities. You may not need both. Firstly, students 
to place the statements in the correct order. Then, students find quotations which 
match each image.

Does your class need both comprehension 
activities?

Vehicles
Explain that the vehicle has generally been quite explicit throughout the poems 
we have studied so far. This is not always the case – sometimes we need to work 
out the vehicle (and even the tenor) for ourselves. 
Go through the example of the eagle and crooked hands,
Students then read through the poem for a second time.
As they read they need to identify the vehicles.

Resource: ‘The Eagle’ – tenor, vehicle and 
ground

Ground
Students find the ground between the tenors and vehicles.
This may be challenging for students – you may want to consider how to make this 
activity accessible to your students. 
Take feedback and share suggested answers with students. 

Resource: ‘The Eagle’ – tenor, vehicle and 
ground
Students annotated the ground in the 
previous lesson, but you may want to go 
through one or two examples of the ground 
with your class before asking them do the 
rest independently. 

Writing about ‘The Eagle’
Students look at a range of feelings about the eagle and select the two correct 
responses. They use these to form their topic sentences and answer the question, 
How does Tennyson want us to feel about the eagle? Students wrote extensively 
in the last lesson but prompts are still in place if needed. After editing, the model 
pushes them to look at the explanation of their chosen quotation, and if they 
have used all of their ideas from the ground to fully explore the quotation. 

This is a tricky question in response to the
request for more challenge in many 
teachers’ feedback.  You may wish to write 
a model with your class first.

Mastery Assessment Plenary
Students complete quiz. Address misconceptions. 

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini whiteboards? Physical 
‘tickets’? Hand signals? Cold calling? …?
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Choose two of these images and give a 
possible ground between them (the ways in 
which they are similar). 

Extension: Use two of these images to write a 
metaphor.

An old person's 
hands An old 

castle

The ocean

The Eagle
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Choose two of these images and give a 
possible ground between them (the ways in 
which they are similar). 

The old person’s hands and the ocean: both are 
wrinkled, both are bumpy, both have smooth bits.

The old person’s hands and the old castle: both have 
a history to them, both are no longer perfect, both 
have a mottled texture.

The old castle and the ocean: both have light and 
dark patches, both represent power, both have 
powdery-looking bits.  
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• I can analyse the poem ‘The Eagle’ and 
create my own analytical paragraph.
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We know that the things the tenor and the vehicle
have in common has a name.

The things they have in common are 
called the GROUND. 
In ‘November Night’, leaves were compared to ‘the steps 
of passing ghosts’. 
Tenor: leaves
Vehicle: the steps of passing ghosts
Ground: both make a slight noise, both float

In ‘Sally’, Sally was described as a ‘dog-rose’ kind of girl. 
Tenor: Sally
Vehicle: dog-rose
Ground: both are natural and beautiful but not in the traditional sense

Today, we are going to look at a very famous poem 
called ‘The Eagle’. We will apply our knowledge of 
tenor, vehicle and ground to the metaphors we find. 
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The Eagle

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; clasps – grabs 
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. azure – deep blue

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.

This is a poem about an eagle. It’s by a very 
famous poet called Alfred Lord Tennyson.

After reading this for the first time, what are 
your initial feelings towards the eagle? Why?
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Put these in the correct order

6. The eagle is standing on the top of a steep mountain

2. The mountain is very high – it seems like the eagle is 
close to the sun

5. The eagle dives
4. The eagle is alone
3. The sea is below the eagle

1. The eagle is observing his surroundings from the top 
of the mountain

Re-read the poem and put these statements in 
the correct order.

Extension: 'He clasps the crag with crooked 
hands'. What is the tenor in this phrase?
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n 6. The eagle is standing on the top of a steep mountain
2. The mountain is very high – it seems like the eagle is 
close to the sun

5. The eagle dives

4. The eagle is alone
3. The sea is below the eagle
1. The eagle is observing his surroundings from the top 
of the mountain

Put these in the correct order

'He clasps the crag with crooked hands'. The 
tenor is the eagle.

Re-read the poem and put these statements in 
the correct order.
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clasps the crag 
with crooked hands;

Close to the sun

Ring'd with the 
azure world.

The wrinkled sea 
beneath him crawls;

like a thunderbolt 
he falls.

He watches from his 
mountain walls,

Look at these six images from ‘The Eagle’.
Which phrase does each image represent?

Extension: Pick one quotation. How does it 
develop your initial feelings about the eagle? 



But sometimes we need to work out 
the vehicle for ourselves. 
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In the poems we have studied, the vehicle has 
usually been quite clear to the reader.

For example, 
“as scattery as petals”
Here, Sally was compared to petals.

‘Their heads like tiny hammers’
Tap at imaginary nails
Here, pigeons were compared to 
hammers.



“He clasps the crag with crooked 
hands”

Eagles don’t have “crooked hands”. 
They have claws. This is a metaphor. 
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Sometimes we need to work out the 
vehicle for ourselves. Let’s look at an 
example from ‘The Eagle’.

The eagle’s claws (the tenor) are 
being compared to human hands
(the vehicle).

Fill this first example in on your table. You will fill in the 
rest of the examples in pairs. There are images on the 
next slide to help you.
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Tenor Vehicle
The eagle’s claws 
(line 1)
The sea 
(line 4)
The sea 
(line 4)
The mountain 
(line 5)

The eagle 
(line 6)

“crooked 
hands”
something 
“wrinkled”
something that 
“crawls”

“walls”

“a thunderbolt”

Ve
hi
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Sometimes we need to work out the 
vehicle for ourselves. For the 
remaining tenors, find the vehicle.



Tenor Vehicle Ground
The eagle’s claws 
(line 1)
The sea 
(line 4)
The sea 
(line 4)
A mountain 
(line 5)

The eagle 
(line 6)

Strong, powerful, gnarled, 
dangerous
The sea is ancient, and not 
as powerful as the eagle
The eagle flies dangerously 
quickly – the sea is sluggish
The eagle is in a place of 
safety and strength, up on 
high
The eagle can strike its 
victims out of nowhere, is 
stunning to watch, and 
dangerous

G
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Now let’s find the ground (what the 
tenor and vehicle have in common). 
Let’s do an example.

“crooked 
hands”

something 
”wrinkled”
something that 
“crawls”

“walls”

“a thunderbolt”



Think about the question below and then discuss it with 
your partner

Which word(s) or phrase(s) best 
describe how Tennyson wants to 
feel about the eagle?

in awe of him

impressed by himsorry for him

angry about him

offended by him scared for him

‘Th
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How does Tennyson wants us 
to feel about the eagle?

in awe of him

impressed by him



Using your notes on page 11 of your booklet, answer 
the question below. Use the notes you made about the 
ground to explain yourself clearly.
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How does Tennyson want us 
to feel about the eagle?
1. Write your topic sentence.
2. Introduce and provide the quotation.
3. Explain what the quotation shows us 

about the eagle, using the ground to 
help you.

in awe of him

impressed by him



 Check 1: Are there any run-on sentences?
 Check 2: Does each proper noun begin 

with a capital? 
 Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 

and accurately?
 Check 4: Have you checked your 

spellings?

When you’ve finished, 
check your writing.
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Tennyson wants us to feel in awe of the eagle.
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1. Write your topic sentence.

How does Tennyson want us to feel about the eagle?

Does your explanation capture all the ideas you made 
notes on for the ground? Edit your explanation.

This can be 
seen when he says, ‘like a thunderbolt he falls’.  

2. Introduce and provide the quotation.
3. Explain what the quotation shows us about the eagle, 
using the ground to help you

This quotation shows us that the eagle is fast and 
powerful. It can appear out of nowhere to strike its 
victims which makes it frightening.  However, it also 
makes it awe inspiring and this simile suggests that it 
would be stunning to watch such a spectacle.  The word 
‘falls’ also makes it sound very natural, as if swooping 
down to catch its prey is effortless for the eagle.
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Which of the following are correct?

a) ‘The Eagle’ is about a wrinkled old man.
b) Tennyson suggests the eagle is dangerous.
c) Tennyson suggests the sea is dangerous.
d) The poem is about a strong and awesome eagle.
e) ‘crooked hands’ is a tenor.
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Which of the following are correct?

a) ‘The Eagle’ is about a wrinkled old man.
b) Tennyson suggests the eagle is dangerous.
c) Tennyson suggests the sea is dangerous.
d) The poem is about a strong and awesome eagle.
e) ‘crooked hands’ is a tenor.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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