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Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each question. 

1. Which statements about metaphors are correct? (2) 
a) Metaphors tell the exact thing that happened.  
b) Metaphors compare two things that are different. 
c) Metaphors tell the literal thing that actually happened. 
d) Metaphors are not literal.  
e) Metaphors are lies.  

 
2. Which of the following are examples of metaphors? (3) 

a) The snow is so beautiful and white. 
b) The snow is a white blanket. 
c) In the middle of summer, the classroom is so hot that it makes you sweat.  
d) In the middle of summer, the classroom is an oven. 
e) James is a chicken because he won’t jump from the high diving board. 

 
3. Which of the following are examples of metaphors and similes? (3) 

a) The rain fell with lots of drops. 
b) The sun beat the earth like an angry bear. 
c) The wind made the leafy branches shake. 
d) The night paced in with slow panther paws.  
e) The sun shone on the delighted fields.  

 
4. Which statements about metaphors are correct? (2) 

a) The tenor is the literal part. It is the thing you want to describe to your 
audience. 

b) The vehicle is the literal part. It is the thing you want to describe to your 
audience.  

c) The ground is the literal part. It is the thing you want to describe to your 
audience.  

d) The vehicle is the imaginative idea that it is being compared to. It is the 
made up bit.  

e) The ground is the imaginative idea that it is being compared to. It is the 
made up bit.  

 
 
 
 
 



5 Which statement about Sally is correct? (1) 
a) Sally is stupid because she doesn’t pay attention in class. 
b) A dog-rose is a type of animal.  
c) Sally is rude and aggressive towards her parents.  
d) The word ‘briars’ tells us that Sally may not always be friendly. 
e) ‘She teased the boys’ is an example of a metaphor. 

 
6. Here is a quotation about Sally from the poem: 
‘She was a dog-rose kind of girl’ 

Which statements about this quotation could be true? (2) 
a) The phrase ‘dog-rose’ tells us that Sally is pretty. 
b) The phrase ‘dog-rose’ tells us that Sally is ugly. 
c) The phrase ‘dog-rose’ tells us that Sally might spend a lot of time outside.  
d) The phrase ‘dog-rose’ tells us that Sally has a pet dog.  
e) The phrase ‘dog-rose’ is an example of ground.  

 

Read this poem. The next four questions are all about it. 

What is… the sun?  
by Wes Magee  
 
The sun is an orange dinghy  

sailing across a calm sea. 
It is a gold coin 

dropped down a drain in heaven. 
It is a yellow beach ball 

kicked high into the yellow sky. 
It is a red thumb print 

on a sheet of pale blue paper. 
It is a gold top from a milk bottle 

floating on a puddle. 

7. Which of the following are examples of metaphors in the poem above? (2) 
a) The sun is an orange dinghy sailing across a calm sea. 
b) A gold coin. 
c) The yellow sky. 
d) The sun is a sheet of pale blue paper. 
e) It is a gold top from a milk bottle floating on a puddle. 

 
  



8. Which of the following are tenors of the metaphors in this poem? (1) 
a) The sun 
b) The sea 
c) An orange dinghy sailing across a calm sea 
d) A sheet of pale blue paper. 
e) A puddle 

 
9. Which of the following are vehicles of the metaphors in this poem? (1) 

a) The sun 
b) The sea 
c) An orange dinghy sailing across a calm sea 
d) A sheet of pale blue paper. 
e) A puddle 

 
10. Which statements about this poem are correct? (3) 

a) In this poem, the sun is compared to lots of things that are different colours. 
b) In this poem, the sun is compared to lots of things that are yellow. 
c) By comparing the sun to a red thumb print on a sheet of pale blue paper, 

the poet makes us imagine a smudgy red sun standing out against a light 
blue sky. 

d) By comparing the sun to a gold top from a milk bottle floating on a puddle, 
the poet makes us imagine that the sky looks like the colour of milk.  

e) By comparing the sun to so many different things, the poet makes us think of 
how changeable the sun can be. 


