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Do Now

How have the animals’ lives already improved as a result of building the 

windmill?

Extension:

Has the process of building the windmill been entirely positive for the animals –

are some negative effects starting to emerge?

Introduction:

Recap the reasons why the animals are building the windmill using the passage 

on Snowball’s original intentions for the windmill in Chapter 5

Prediction task

What do you think life will actually be like for the animals once the windmill has 

been completed?

Do you really think they will be able to ‘graze at their ease’?

Reading

Read from, ‘By the autumn the animals were …’
Read to the end of Chapter 6

ALLOW 10MINS FOR 

READING

Checking for understanding

Comprehension questions

Discussion

Read 5 facts about the destroyed windmill. How do these facts show that 

Napoleon is a bad leader of the farm? Verbal feedback. Use slide 16 to support 

responses.

Reading

What are the similarities between the windmill in ‘Animal Farm’ and Stalin’s ‘Five-

Year Plans’ to modernise Russia?.

Checking for understanding

List 3 similarities between the windmill and Stalin’s plans. Verbal Feedback. Use 

slide 19 for support.

Resource – Animal Farm, the 

Windmill and Stalin’s Five-

Year Plans p.10

ALLOW 5MINS FOR READING

Discussion

What similarities are there between Napoleon’s leadership of Animal Farm and 

Stalin’s leadership of Russia?

Extension: How does Orwell use the collapse of the windmill as a way of criticising 

Stalin’s rule of the Soviet Union?

Will this be a paired or group 

discussion? Can this be a 

writing task for higher ability 

students?

Mastery Quiz

Students complete mastery quiz
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First, complete any 

green pen you have, 

including spellings.

Then answer this 

question:

How have the animals’ 

lives already improved 

as a result of building 

the windmill?

Extension: Has the process of building the windmill 

been entirely positive for the animals – are some 

negative effects starting to emerge?

Tuesday, 05 April 2022The Windmill



• All the animals are happy to be working so hard.

• The windmill has made them hopeful for the future.

• The animals are working together.

• The animals are pleased to be working for 

themselves rather than for humans.

• The windmill is providing an opportunity for the 

animals to solve problems and learn new things 

(such as the concept of gravity).

Extension:

• The animals are working sixty-hour weeks, and also 

on Sunday afternoons (if they don’t then their rations 

are reduced).

• The building of the windmill has created a 

distraction from sowing food, so it is likely that there 

will not be enough food in the winter.
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Let’s re-cap what we learn about the windmill in Chapter 5.

The windmill will supply the farm with 

electrical power. This power could:

• Light the stalls

• Warm the stalls in winter

• Cut wood

• Cut straw and hay

• Slice food for cattle

• Operate a machine for milking cows.

With their free time the animals could 

graze at ease and improve their minds 

with reading and conversation.

Discuss this question with a partner:

What do you think life will actually be like for the 

animals once the windmill has been completed?

Do you really think they will be able to ‘graze at their 

ease’?



A
n

im
a

l 
F
a

rm
Let’s read

Chapter 6 – corruption on Animal Farm

Read from, ‘The animals reassured him on this point 

immediately...’

Read to the end of Chapter 6 – ‘“Long live Animal 

Farm!”’
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The animals reassured him on this point 

immediately, and no more was said about the pigs 

sleeping in the farmhouse beds. And when, some 

days afterwards, it was announced that from now on 

the pigs would get up an hour later in the mornings 

than the other animals, no complaint was made 

about that either.

By the autumn the animals were tired but happy. 

They had had a hard year, and after the sale of part 

of the hay and corn, the stores of food for the winter 

were none too plentiful, but the windmill 

compensated for everything. It was almost half built 

now. After the harvest there was a stretch of clear dry 

weather, and the animals toiled harder than ever, 

thinking it well worth while to plod to and fro all day 

with blocks of stone if by doing so they could raise the 

walls another foot. Boxer would even come out at 

nights and work for an hour or two on his own by the 

light of the harvest moon. In their spare moments the 

animals would walk round and round the half-finished 

mill, admiring the strength and perpendicularity of its 

walls and marvelling that they should ever have been 

able to build anything so imposing. 

compensated –

made up for

perpendicularity
- evenness
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Only old Benjamin refused to grow enthusiastic about 

the windmill, though, as usual, he would utter nothing 

beyond the cryptic remark that donkeys live a long 

time.

November came, with raging south-west winds. 

Building had to stop because it was now too wet to 

mix the cement. Finally there came a night when the 

gale was so violent that the farm buildings rocked on 

their foundations and several tiles were blown off the 

roof of the barn. The hens woke up squawking with 

terror because they had all dreamed simultaneously 

of hearing a gun go off in the distance. In the 

morning the animals came out of their stalls to find 

that the flagstaff had been blown down and an elm 

tree at the foot of the orchard had been plucked up 

like a radish. They had just noticed this when a cry of 

despair broke from every animal's throat. A terrible 

sight had met their eyes. The windmill was in ruins.

simultaneously –

at the same time
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With one accord they dashed down to the spot. 

Napoleon, who seldom moved out of a walk, raced 

ahead of them all. Yes, there it lay, the fruit of all their 

struggles, levelled to its foundations, the stones they 

had broken and carried so laboriously scattered all 

around. Unable at first to speak, they stood gazing 

mournfully at the litter of fallen stone. Napoleon 

paced to and fro in silence, occasionally snuffing at 

the ground. His tail had grown rigid and twitched 

sharply from side to side, a sign in him of intense 

mental activity. Suddenly he halted as though his 

mind were made up.

"Comrades," he said quietly, "do you know who is 

responsible for this? Do you know the enemy who has 

come in the night and overthrown our windmill? 

SNOWBALL!" he suddenly roared in a voice of 

thunder. "Snowball has done this thing! In sheer 

malignity, thinking to set back our plans and avenge 

himself for his ignominious expulsion, this traitor has 

crept here under cover of night and destroyed our 

work of nearly a year. Comrades, here and now I 

pronounce the death sentence upon Snowball. 

'Animal Hero, Second Class,' and half a bushel of 

apples to any animal who brings him to justice. 

malignity –

intending to harm

ignominious -

embarrassing
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A full bushel to anyone who captures him alive!"

The animals were shocked beyond measure to 

learn that even Snowball could be guilty of such an 

action. There was a cry of indignation, and everyone 

began thinking out ways of catching Snowball if he 

should ever come back. Almost immediately the 

footprints of a pig were discovered in the grass at a 

little distance from the knoll. They could only be 

traced for a few yards, but appeared to lead to a 

hole in the hedge. Napoleon snuffed deeply at them 

and pronounced them to be Snowball's. He gave it 

as his opinion that Snowball had probably come from 

the direction of Foxwood Farm.

"No more delays, comrades!" cried Napoleon 

when the footprints had been examined. "There is 

work to be done. This very morning we begin 

rebuilding the windmill, and we will build all through 

the winter, rain or shine. We will teach this miserable 

traitor that he cannot undo our work so easily. 

Remember, comrades, there must be no alteration in 

our plans: they shall be carried out to the day. 

Forward, comrades! Long live the windmill! Long live 

Animal Farm!"

indignation -

anger
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In pairs, discuss the answers to these questions:

1. Do you think Snowball destroyed the windmill? 

2. What else might have happened to the Windmill? 

3. If Snowball didn’t really destroy the windmill, why do 

you think Napoleon says he did?

4. What message is Napoleon intending to spread?
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1. Snowball did not destroy the windmill. There is no 

way he would have been able to destroy such a 

large structure. Napoleon is lying. 

2. The windmill was destroyed by the storm and the 

wind. 

3. Napoleon wants to make the animals hate 

Snowball. That is why he says that Snowball 

destroyed the windmill. Also, Napoleon does not 

want to admit that his plans for the windmill were 

too weak. If he blames Snowball, none of the 

animals can say that the design wasn’t good 

enough.

4. Napoleon wants the animals 

to hate Snowball. They will 

hate Snowball for destroying 

the windmill, which they all 

worked so hard to build.
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Here are five facts about the destroyed windmill in 

‘Animal Farm’:

1. The windmill was too weak to withstand a storm.

2. Napoleon claimed that Snowball destroyed the windmill 
in an act of terrorism. 

3. Napoleon immediately instructed the animals to build 
the windmill through the winter, to be completed by a 
fixed deadline.

4. The construction of the first windmill has already meant 
that the animals have neither sown nor harvested 
enough food for the winter. 

5. Napoleon and the pigs don’t help to build the windmill.

How do these facts show that Napoleon is a 
bad leader on the farm?
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1. This shows that Napoleon is a bad leader because his 

designs for the windmill were clearly not good enough

2. This shows that Napoleon is a bad leader because he 
controls the animals by frightening them about an 
imaginary enemy; it also shows that he is dishonest

3. Napoleon is a bad leader because he shows know 
consideration for the suffering and risk to life caused by 
working through the winter

4. Napoleon is a bad leader because he made the wrong 
choice to concentrate on building the windmill, rather 
than planting and harvesting enough crops to feed the 
animals through the winter

5. Napoleon is a bad leader because he has betrayed the 
values of Animalism (all animals are equal). The pigs 
now live a significantly more privileged life than the 
other animals



‘Animal Farm’ as an allegory
Remember that Orwell based a lot of his characters, events 

and ideas in ‘Animal Farm’ on the Russian Revolution.

Let’s re-cap the link we already identified in Lesson 5.
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p.9

The Rebellion at 

Manor Farm

Tsar Nicholas II



The Windmill and Stalin’s plans
The windmill and its destruction are also similar to 

events in Russian history.

Let’s read and find out what the similarities are.
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p.10



List 3 similarities between the windmill in ‘Animal Farm’ 

and Stalin’s plans to modernise Russia.
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p.10

• The windmill is designed to create power for the farm 
just as Stalin concentrated on building power stations.

• Both the animals and the Russian people worked 
incredibly hard to meet targets that were impossible to 
achieve.

• The conditions that both the animals and the Russian 
people worked in were very poor, with many suffering 
from starvation, exhaustion and unsafe working 
conditions.



Stalin and Napoleon
What similarities are there between Napoleon’s 

leadership of Animal Farm and Stalin’s leadership of 

Russia?

Extension: How does Orwell use the collapse of the 

windmill as a way of criticising Stalin’s rule of the Soviet 

Union?
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Why is the windmill so important in 

the novel, ‘Animal Farm’?

a) The windmill gives the animals hope that their lives 

will be much easier in the future. 

b) The windmill has been a great success and proves 

that Napoleon is a strong leader. 

c) Orwell uses it to represent Stalin’s ambitious  

attempts to modernise Russia.

d) Its destruction by Snowball proves, once and for 

all, that Snowball is a traitor. 

e) Napoleon’s lie that Snowball is responsible offers 

the reader yet more evidence that Napoleon is 

corrupt.



R
e

v
ie

w
Why is the windmill so important in 

the novel, ‘Animal Farm’?

a) The windmill gives the animals hope that their lives 

will be much easier in the future. 

b) The windmill has been a great success and proves 

that Napoleon is a strong leader. 

c) Orwell uses it to represent Stalin’s ambitious  

attempts to modernise Russia.

d) Its destruction by Snowball proves, once and for 

all, that Snowball is a traitor. 

e) Napoleon’s lie that Snowball is responsible offers 

the reader yet more evidence that Napoleon is 

corrupt.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

