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Do Now
Ask students to complete questions 1-3. What does the metaphor mean? What is 
the tenor? What is the vehicle?
Extension
Can a metaphor be longer than a few lines?

Students studied metaphor, tenor, 
vehicle in Year 7.

Introduction
Introduce the concept of allegory. You might ask students to note down the 
definition.
Read the example allegories and discuss the moral of each allegory.
Ask students to complete the questions for The Shepherd’s Boy independently.
Discuss in pairs and what are three things that an allegory should include. Take 
feedback and share answers found on slide 13.
Development
Recap the three main features of an allegory and explain why allegories are 
written in that way using slide 14.

The Hare and the Tortoise, and The 
Shepherd’s Boy all feature on the PP. 
We have not created a separate 
reading resource. Do you need to print 
the resource for your students?

NOTE; ALLOW AT LEAST 10 MINS TO 
READ THE ALLEGORIES.

Exploring context
Explain that Animal Farm is an allegory for The Russian Revolution. Introduce some 
of the key facts about Russia using slide 16 to support discussion. Read the 
information sheet about 20th Century Russia.
Check for understanding
In pairs, ask students to discuss their answers to the comprehension 
questions. Take feedback/share correct answers.

NOTE; ALLOW AT LEAST 10 MINS TO 
READ THE INFORMATION SHEET.

Do you need to reduce the questions 
for your students?

How does the Russian Revolution link to Animal Farm?
Students complete the worksheet mapping the events in The Russian Revolution 
to the events in ‘Animal Farm’.
Run through the correct answers to ensure students have the correct information.
Why did Orwell want to write about The Russian Revolution? Use slide 21 to 
support discussion.

Students  may not be be able to make 
the links between Stalin and Napoleon 
and Snowball and Trotsky. Plan for how 
you might explain this.

Discussion

Why do you think Orwell uses the pigs as leaders on the farm?

Extension: What message do you think he is trying to send?

Mastery Quiz
Students to complete mastery quiz. 
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Tuesday, 05 April 2022

This is an example of a metaphor:

Hold fast to dreams 

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird

That cannot fly.

1. Explain what you think this metaphor means in your 

own words.

2. Identify the tenor of the metaphor: the thing that is 

actually being described.

3. Identify the vehicle of the metaphor: the 

imaginative idea that it is being compared to. 

Extension: Can a metaphor be longer than a few 

lines? Could it spread across a whole novel? How?
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In this metaphor, the tenor (the thing being described) 

is a life without dreams. 

In this metaphor, the vehicle (the imaginative idea 

that it is being compared to) is a bird with a broken 

wing that cannot fly. 

The writer could be saying that dreams allow you to 

‘fly’ in your life. If you do not have dreams and 

ambitions, you will never be able to reach your full 

potential. You will miss out on amazing things.

Hold fast to dreams 

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird

That cannot fly.
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Today, we will be looking at another kind of metaphor.

It is called an allegory (alla-goree).

An allegory is a story with two meanings. It has a literal 

meaning, which is what actually happens in the story. 

But it also has a deeper meaning.

The deeper meaning is often a moral. It teaches you a 

lesson about life. 

Let’s look at some examples of allegories. 
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The Hare was once boasting of his speed to the 

other animals. "I have never been beaten," said he, 

"when I run at my full speed. I challenge any one here 

to race with me."

The Tortoise said quietly, "I accept your challenge."

"That is a good joke," said the Hare; "I could dance 

round you all the way."

"Keep your boasting till you've beaten me," 

answered the Tortoise. "Shall we race?"

So a course was fixed and a start was made. The 

Hare darted almost out of sight at once, but soon 

stopped and, to show his contempt for the Tortoise, lay 

down to have a nap. The Tortoise plodded on and 

plodded on, and when the Hare awoke from his nap, 

he saw the Tortoise just near the winning-post. The hare 

could not run up in time to save the race.

The Hare and the Tortoise 



A
n

im
a

l 
F
a

rm
This story is an allegory. It has two meanings.

The first, literal meaning is about a hare that 
races a tortoise. The tortoise wins the race. 

What is the second, deeper meaning to this 
story?

The Hare and the Tortoise 
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The moral of the story is, 

slowly and surely wins the race. 
If you work slowly but constantly, you will succeed 

better than if you work fast for a short while and do not 

continue.

Let’s look at another allegory. 

The Hare and the Tortoise 



The shepherd’s boy
There was once a young Shepherd Boy who looked after his 

sheep at the foot of a mountain near a dark forest. It was rather 

lonely for him all day, so he thought upon a plan by which he 

could get some company and some excitement. 

He rushed down towards the village calling out, "Wolf, Wolf!“. 

The villagers stopped their work and rushed out to meet him. But 

they soon realised that there was no wolf and they had been 

fooled. A few days afterwards the boy was bored and lonely 

again, so he tried the same trick. Once again, the villagers came 

to his help. They were annoyed to see that the boy had lied to 

them again. 
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But shortly after this a wolf actually did come 

out from the forest, and began to circle the 

sheep with hungry eyes and sharp teeth. The boy 

of course cried out "Wolf, Wolf," still louder than 

before. But this time the villagers, who had been 

fooled twice before, thought the boy was again 

deceiving them, and nobody stirred to come to 

his help. So the Wolf made a good meal off the 

boy's sheep. 
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1. What is the literal story about?

The literal story is about a shepherd. He shouts 

‘wolf’ because he wants company. When a wolf 

does come, the villagers don’t believe him. 

The shepherd’s boy

2. What is the second, deeper 

meaning of the story?

A liar will not be believed, 

even when he speaks the 

truth.
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The two stories we have just read are examples 
of allegories.

In pairs, discuss what three things you think an 
allegory should include.

Allegory
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1. The literal meaning in allegories is often (but not 

always) about animals.

2. Allegories are usually written in the third person. 

They describe events happening to someone else.

3. The second, deeper meaning of an allegory 

contains a moral message.

The three main features of an allegory are:

People write allegories in this way for a reason. 

Let’s look at why allegories are written like this. 
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• It is easier for us to work out the moral of a story when it 

is happening to something that isn’t a person, like an 

animal. We think about the situation more, and less 

about the character.

• This is also why allegories are written in the third person. 

We can see the mistakes other people are making 

easier than if the stories were written in the first person. 

• Many allegories – like the ones we have just looked at 

– are about animals because they are written for 

younger readers. The stories are also meant to teach 

children an important lesson. 

1. The literal meaning in allegories is often (but not 

always) about animals.

2. Allegories are usually written in the third person. 

They describe events happening to someone else.

3. The second, deeper meaning of an allegory 

contains a moral message.
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'Animal Farm' is an allegory.

The literal meaning is the story of a group of animals on 

a farm.

But it also has a deeper meaning.

The deeper meaning is about a group of Russians from 

the start of the 20th century.

Let’s find out more about the Russians that George 

Orwell wanted to write about. 
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Here is where Russia is located. 

It has a population today of around 145 million people. The UK has 

a population of around 70 million people.

It has an area of 17 million square kilometres. In comparison, the 

UK covers an area of around a quarter of a million kilometres. That 

makes Russia around 68 times larger than the UK by area. 

Russia
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Read the information on The Russian Revolution.

The Russian Revolution 

In the 19th century Russia was a very unequal country. Most of the people who 

lived there were very poor and had little education. They had tough lives and 

were bossed around by their rulers. The main Russian ruler was known as the Tsar. 

The Tsar had all the power in Russia. There were no elections, no parliament, and 

no democracy. The Tsar could do what he wanted. 

Many of the Russian people disliked this. They were treated terribly, 

some of them hardly any better than slaves. They had to work hard 

but all the product of their hard work was taken by the rich upper-

class Russians who did no work at all.  

The ordinary Russian people started to protest against this system 

of government. They said that instead of being run by the Tsar, 

they wanted to be run by a system called communism. 

Communism was a system of government that had been invented 

by a German man called Karl Marx. Under communism, everyone would be equal. 

Everyone would work the same amount and everyone would get the same 

amount of money and food. Marx said it would be much fairer than being ruled by 

someone like the Tsar. 

In 1917 the Russian people rebelled against their 

leader, Tsar Nicholas II. This event was known as the 

Russian Revolution. The leaders of the Revolution were 

the communists. The Russian Revolution was led by a 

man called Lenin. Lenin died about ten years after the 

revolution.  

During the Russian Revolution, the Tsar was killed and 

all of the other rich people were either killed or had to 

leave Russia. After Lenin died, the two leaders of 

communist Russia were called Joseph Stalin and Leon 

Trotsky. Trotsky had led the Russian army when it defeated the rich Russians in 1918. 

However, Stalin was in control of the secret police.  

The communists were now the established rulers of Russia. But the communist rulers 

soon began arguing amongst themselves. Stalin and Trotsky disagreed with how 

the country should be run.  

To make things worse, the communists did not give the ordinary people any more 

freedom than they had under the Tsar. They didn’t allow people to vote on who 

the ruler should be, and they didn’t allow people to speak their minds. 

George Orwell had watched developments in 

Russia with a keen eye. To begin with, he liked 

the general idea of communism because he 

thought it was much fairer than any other system 

of government. But he was upset by what he say 

happening in Russia. He felt that Stalin had 

betrayed the true meaning of communism, and 

that he had become just as bad as the Tsars 

who he had replaced.  

Tsar Nicholas 

II of Russia 

Lenin led the Russian 

Revolution in 1917 

Joseph Stalin Leon Trotsky p.8
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The Russian Revolution

In pairs, discuss these questions:

1. Why did the people in Russia want to rebel against 

their leaders?

2. What are the main principles of communism?

3. Who led the Russian Revolution?

4. Which two people were in charge of Russia after 

the Russian Revolution?

5. Were people in Russia better off after the 

Revolution?
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1. The people of Russia wanted to rebel against their 

leaders because they were treated like slaves. Their 

was no democracy and they were bossed around 

by the leaders of the country.

2. In communism, everyone is meant to be equal. 

Everyone should work the same amount and get 

the same amount of money and food. 

3. The Russian Revolution was led by Lenin in 1917.

4. After Lenin died, Joseph Stalin and Leon Trotsky 

were in charge of Russia. 

5. The people of Russia were not better off after the 

Revolution. They still did not have any freedom and 

they were not allowed to speak their minds. Nothing 

changed for them. 
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How does 'Animal Farm' link to the Russian 
Revolution?

Orwell wrote about many real locations, characters, 

events and ideas in his allegory.

You need to complete the blank sections of the 

resource to show how 'Animal Farm' is an allegory for 

the Russian Revolution. 

Include details that explain how the fiction of 'Animal 

Farm' is an allegory for real events.
Allegory: Animal Farm and the Russian Revolution 

Animal Farm is an allegory. The literal meaning is the story of a group of animals on 

a farm. But it also has a deeper meaning. The deeper meaning is about a group of 

Russians from the start of the 20th century. 

Here are some features from the Russian Revolution and from Animal Farm. You 

need to complete the blank sections to show how Animal Farm is an allegory for 

the Russian Revolution.  

Events from the Russian Revolution Events from Animal Farm 

Location: Russia  

 

Location: Manor Farm, later renamed 

Animal Farm. 

 

Event: The Russian Revolution 

 

Event:  

Person: Character: Farmer Jones 

 

Person: Joseph Stalin 

 

Character: 

Person: Leon Trotsky 

 

Character:  

Person/s: Character: Old Major 

 

Idea: Communism Idea: 

 p.9
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Here are some of the parts of 'Animal Farm' that are an allegory 

for the Russian Revolution.

Animal Farm: The events that take place on the farm are 

examples of allegory for what happened in Russia. 

The Rebellion: The animals’ Rebellion is an allegory for the Russian 

Revolution that took place in 1917.

Farmer Jones: The character of Jones is an allegory for Tsar 

Nicholas II. The people of Russia start the Russian Revolution to 

throw out Nicholas II, just like the animals threw out Farmer Jones.

Napoleon: The character of Napoleon is an allegory for Joseph 

Stalin.

Snowball: The character of Snowball is an allegory for Leon 

Trotsky. 

Old Major: The character of Old Major combines the ideas of Karl 

Marx and Lenin. 

Animalism: The idea of Animalism is an allegory for communism. 

In both Animalism and communism, the workers are treated fairly 

and everything is shared equally between the people. 
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'Animal Farm'

By writing an allegory, George Orwell wanted to show 

the reader the truth about what was happening in 

Russia.

Orwell wanted to show people how the leaders of 

Russia were treating their people. 

Almost all of the events in 'Animal Farm' are an allegory 

for something that actually happened in Russia. 

Remember this as we read the novel!
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Why do you think Orwell uses the pigs as 
leaders on the farm?

Extension: What message do you think he 
is trying to send?

Napoleon Snowball Squealer
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How is 'Animal Farm' an allegory for the events 

of the Russian Revolution?

a) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

were both against farmers.

b) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

both accepted their cruel leaders.

c) Both the animal Rebellion and the Russian 

Revolution were led by popular and powerful 

people. 

d) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

wanted to make life harder for ordinary workers. 

e) After the animal Rebellion and the Russian 

Revolution, the people that were thrown out of 

power tried to take their country back. 
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How is 'Animal Farm' an allegory for the events 

of the Russian Revolution?

a) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

were both against farmers.

b) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

both accepted their cruel leaders.

c) Both the animal Rebellion and the Russian 

Revolution were led by popular and powerful 

people. 

d) The animal Rebellion and the Russian Revolution 

wanted to make life harder for ordinary workers. 

e) After the animal Rebellion and the Russian 

Revolution, the people that were thrown out of 

power tried to take their country back. 
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

