
Students complete this individually and in silence

Teacher takes answers using whole class call and response

Teacher takes answers using targeted questions

Students tick and correct their work 

Teacher explains and students listen (‘pens down’ 
recommended)

Students discuss in pairs

Teacher calls on selected students to share their work 
(reading aloud/use of visualiser/mini whiteboards)



Lesson 5Lesson outline

This lesson is on the following topics:

(For teacher use)
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Part of 
lesson

Mastery Focus Suggested
Timings

Do Now Replace the underlined word with either 
“they” or “them”. 

5 minutes

Exercise 1 Vocabulary Instruction. Look at the word 
bleak, its use and meaning.

6-10 minutes

Exercise 2 Reading. Read Bryson’s article. 6-10 minutes

Exercise 3 Comprehension. Identifying Bryson’s thesis.. 2 minutes

Exercise 4 Structure. Divide Bryson’s article into 
relevant sections. 

6-10 minutes

Exercise 5 Review. Review Bryson’s thesis and the 
word bleak.

5 minutes

Exercise 6 Use the sentence stems to summarise
Bryson’s argument in the article. Tick and fix.

15 minutes

Multiple Choice Question 2 minutes
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Replace the underlined word with either “they” or “them”. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. 

Hannah and Rafe couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

Mahira and Safa. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see Gemma and Ed.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see Dave and Pat.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

Do Now Tuesday, 05 April 2022
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Tick and fix your work.

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. 

Hannah and Rafe couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

Mahira and Safa. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see Gemma and Ed.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see Dave and Pat.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

Mahira and Safa. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see Gemma and Ed.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see Dave and Pat.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

them. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see Gemma and Ed.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see Dave and Pat.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

them. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see them.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see Dave and Pat.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

them. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see them.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see them.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. Cheryl 

and Louis like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

them. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see them.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see them.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. They

like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find Ben and 

Mark quite rude. 

1. Hannah and Rafe wanted to go to the park. They 

couldn’t find their keys. 

2. Mahira and Safa asked their parents for some new 

socks. Their parents refused to buy new socks for 

them. 

3. Gemma and Ed are getting married next week. I 

can’t wait to see them.

4. Dave and Pat aren’t feeling well. I want to go and 

see them.

5. Cheryl and Louis don’t go on holiday often. They

like staying at home.

6. Ben and Mark aren’t my friends. I find them quite 

rude. /6 

Do Now Tuesday, 05 April 2022



Today, we are going to read an article about Bradford. 

Bradford is in West Yorkshire, not far from Leeds.  It is in the same 

county as the setting for Jane Eyre, but is a big city.

• Bradford was an important town during the Industrial 

Revolution, as it was an international centre for wool 

production.

• Now, some parts of Bradford are very poor, as lots of people 

lost jobs when wool factories closed in the 20th century.
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Here is a word that we will encounter in the article:

bleak

The word bleak describes something cold and 

depressing, usually where there is no hope.  

These images show places that could be described as 

bleak.
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Which images show a bleak atmosphere?

A

The word bleak describes something cold and depressing, usually 

where there is no hope.  The images below show places that 

could be described as ‘bleak’.

Which images show a 
bleak atmosphere?

C

B
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Which images show a bleak atmosphere?

A

The word bleak describes something cold and depressing, usually 

where there is no hope.  The images below show places that 

could be described as ‘bleak’.

C

B

B does not show a bleak 

atmosphere. Even though it 

is cold, it does not look like a 

depressing place. It looks 

enticing and interesting. 



Here is a word that we will encounter in the article:

bleak

The word bleak describes something cold and 

depressing, usually where there is no hope. The 

sentences below use the word bleak accurately. 

1. The room was very bare and cold.  The tiny 

windows hardly let any light in.  It was so bleak that 

I wanted to cry.

2. My teacher returned my piece of work with lots 

of corrections.  Although the thought of re-writing    

it was quite bleak at first, I soon cheered up when 

I thought about how much I would learn. 
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Which sentences uses the word bleak correctly?
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1. The food in the canteen looks pretty bleak
today.  It seems to be mainly soggy chips 
and grey-looking peas.

2. The dark clouds gathers up ahead and the 
bleak began to fall.

3. Music lessons were always so bleak; they 
had a great time singing songs and writing 
music. 

1. The food in the canteen looks pretty bleak 
today.  It seems to be mainly soggy chips 
and grey-looking peas.

2. The dark clouds gathers up ahead and the 
bleak began to fall.

3. Music lessons were always so bleak; they 
had a great time singing songs and writing 
music. 



The word bleak describes something cold and 
depressing, usually where there is no hope.  

Discuss these questions with a partner:

1. Which word would be the opposite of ‘bleak’: dark, 

good, or miserable? Why? 

2. In what way was Jane Eyre’s time at Lowood

School bleak?
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First Reading

We are now going to read a non-fiction text.

The article is written by Bill Bryson who has visited 

Bradford. He describes what the city is like and gives 

his opinion of it.

Let’s read.

Bradford 

Bradford’s role in life is to make every place else in the world look 

better in comparison, and it does this very well. Nowhere on my trip 

around Britain would I see a more depressing city. Nowhere would I 

pass more empty shops, their windows covered with tattered posters 

for pop concerts, or more office buildings covered with TO LET signs. At 

least one shop in three in the town centre was empty, and most of the 

rest seemed to be barely hanging on.  

Once the town had one of the greatest collections of Victorian 

architecture anywhere, but you would scarcely guess it now. Scores of 

wonderful buildings were swept away to make room for wide new 

roads and angular office buildings. Nearly everything in the city suffers 

from well-intentioned but misguided meddling by planners.  

Nowadays, the local authorities are desperately trying to promote their 

miserable stock of old buildings. In a modest cluster of narrow streets 

just out of the city centre there still stand some three dozen large and 

striking warehouses, mostly built between 1860 and 1874, which 

together make up the area known as Little Germany. Of all the once 

thriving wool precincts in the city, only the few dark buildings of Little 

Germany survive in any number, and even this promising small 

neighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of my visit, two-thirds of the 

buildings were covered in scaffolding, and the other third had TO LET 

signs on them.  

Still, Bradford is not without its charms. Lister Park is very attractive, there 

are some good pubs, and The Alhambra Theatre, built in 1914, has 

been skilfully renovated and remains the most wonderful place to see 

a pantomime. The National Media Museum has brought a welcome 

flicker of life to a corner of the city where previously you only had the 

world’s most appalling indoor ice rink to go to. As I had an hour to kill, I 

walked over to the Museum and had a look through the various 

galleries. I watched in wonder as throngs of people parted with 

substantial sums of cash to see the two o’clock IMAX show. I’ve been 

to these IMAX screenings before, and frankly I can’t understand the 

appeal. I know the screen is massive and the visual representation 

stunning, but the films are always so incredibly dull.  

I forgot to mention curry houses in my brief list of Bradford’s glories, 

which was a terrible oversight. Bradford may have lost a wool trade 

but it has gained a thousand excellent Indian restaurants, which I 
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Which statement best summarises Bryson’s attitude 

towards Bradford?

1. He thinks that the city is cheery and welcoming.

2. He thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that their 

delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

3. He thinks Bradford has nothing good about it.

4. He thinks Bradford is too difficult to get to.

5. He thinks that Bradford is a bleak place to live 

because only rich people can afford to live there.

6. He thinks that Bradford is too horrible to live in.

1. He thinks that the city is cheery and welcoming.

2. He thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that their 

delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

3. He thinks Bradford has nothing good about it.

4. He thinks Bradford is too difficult to get to.

5. He thinks that Bradford is a bleak place to live 

because only rich people can afford to live there.

6. He thinks that Bradford is too horrible to live in.



Bradford 
 

 

Bradford’s role in life is to make every place else in the world look 

better in comparison, and it does this very well. Nowhere on my trip 

around Britain would I see a more depressing city. Nowhere would I 

pass more empty shops, their windows covered with tattered posters 

for pop concerts, or more office buildings covered with TO LET signs. At 

least one shop in three in the town centre was empty, and most of the 

rest seemed to be barely hanging on.  

Once the town had one of the greatest collections of Victorian 

architecture anywhere, but you would scarcely guess it now. Scores of 

wonderful buildings were swept away to make room for wide new 

roads and angular office buildings. Nearly everything in the city suffers 

from well-intentioned but misguided meddling by planners.  

Nowadays, the local authorities are desperately trying to promote their 

miserable stock of old buildings. In a modest cluster of narrow streets 

just out of the city centre there still stand some three dozen large and 

striking warehouses, mostly built between 1860 and 1874, which 

together make up the area known as Little Germany. Of all the once 

thriving wool precincts in the city, only the few dark buildings of Little 

Germany survive in any number, and even this promising small 

neighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of my visit, two-thirds of the 

buildings were covered in scaffolding, and the other third had TO LET 

signs on them.  

Still, Bradford is not without its charms. Lister Park is very attractive, there 

are some good pubs, and The Alhambra Theatre, built in 1914, has 

been skilfully renovated and remains the most wonderful place to see 

a pantomime. The National Media Museum has brought a welcome 

flicker of life to a corner of the city where previously you only had the 

world’s most appalling indoor ice rink to go to. As I had an hour to kill, I 

walked over to the Museum and had a look through the various 

galleries. I watched in wonder as throngs of people parted with 

substantial sums of cash to see the two o’clock IMAX show. I’ve been 

to these IMAX screenings before, and frankly I can’t understand the 

appeal. I know the screen is massive and the visual representation 

stunning, but the films are always so incredibly dull.  

I forgot to mention curry houses in my brief list of Bradford’s glories, 

which was a terrible oversight. Bradford may have lost a wool trade 

but it has gained a thousand excellent Indian restaurants, which I 

personally find a reasonable swap as I have a strictly limited need for 

bales of wool, but can take about as much Indian food as you care to 

shovel at me.  

The oldest of the Bradford curry houses, I’m told, and certainly one of 

the best and cheapest, is the Kashmir, just up the road from the 
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Bill Bryson thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that 

their delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

This is Bryson’s thesis. This is the argument that Bryson 

writes about throughout his piece.

He wants to convince a reader 

that that although places like 

Bradford can seem unpleasant, 

they can be great when you 

get to know them better.
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Which sentence from the article best shows Bryson’s 

thesis?

a) ‘…two-thirds of the buildings were covered in 

scaffolding, and the other third had TO LET signs on 

them’. 

b) ‘The oldest of the Bradford curry houses, I’m told, 

and certainly one of the best and cheapest, is the 

Kashmir’.

c) ‘Bradford’s role in life is to make every place else in 

the world look better in comparison, and it does this 

very well’. 

d) ‘Bradford may have lost a wool trade but it has 

gained a thousand excellent Indian restaurants, 

which I personally find a reasonable swap’

Bill Bryson thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that 

their delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

a) ‘…two-thirds of the buildings were covered in 

scaffolding, and the other third had TO LET signs on 

them’. 

b) ‘The oldest of the Bradford curry houses, I’m told, 

and certainly one of the best and cheapest, is the 

Kashmir’.

c) ‘Bradford’s role in life is to make every place else in 

the world look better in comparison, and it does this 

very well’. 

d) ‘Bradford may have lost a wool trade but it has 

gained a thousand excellent Indian restaurants, 

which I personally find a reasonable swap’
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Bryson’s piece can be broken down into these 

sections:

1. He outlines his argument by describing how bad 

Bradford is.

2. He compares the city’s current status to its past.

3. He gives more reasons why the city is bad. 

4. He lists some reasons to support the opposite point 

of view (that there are good things about 

Bradford).

5. He outlines his thesis by describing a positive part of 

the city in detail.

6. He concludes by telling a story of a positive 

experience in the city. 

In pairs, re-read the article and divide 
the article into these six sections. 
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1. He outlines his argument by describing how bad 

Bradford is.

Bradford’s role in life is to make every place else in the 

world look better in comparison, and it does this very 

well. Nowhere on my trip around Britain would I see a 

more depressing city. Nowhere would I pass more 

empty shops, their windows covered with tattered 

posters for pop concerts, or more office buildings 

covered with TO LET signs. At least one shop in three in 

the town centre was empty, and most of the rest 

seemed to be barely hanging on. 

(lines 1 – 7)
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2. He compares the city’s current status to its past.

Once the town had one of the greatest collections of 

Victorian architecture anywhere, but you would 

scarcely guess it now. Scores of wonderful buildings 

were swept away to make room for wide new roads 

and angular office buildings. Nearly everything in the 

city suffers from well-intentioned but misguided 

meddling by planners. 

(lines 8 – 12)
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3. He gives more reasons why the city is bad. 

Nowadays, the local authorities are desperately trying 

to promote their miserable stock of old buildings. In a 

modest cluster of narrow streets just out of the city 

centre there still stand some three dozen large and 

striking warehouses, mostly built between 1860 and 

1874, which together make up the area known as Little 

Germany. Of all the once thriving wool precincts in the 

city, only the few dark buildings of Little Germany 

survive in any number, and even this promising small 

neighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of my visit, 

two-thirds of the buildings were covered in scaffolding, 

and the other third had TO LET signs on them. 

(lines 13 – 22)
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4. He lists some reasons to support the opposite point 

of view (that there are good things about 

Bradford).

Still, Bradford is not without its charms. Lister Park is very attractive, 

there are some good pubs, and The Alhambra Theatre, built in 

1914, has been skilfully renovated and remains the most 

wonderful place to see a pantomime. The National Media 

Museum has brought a welcome flicker of life to a corner of the 

city where previously you only had the world’s most appalling 

indoor ice rink to go to. As I had an hour to kill, I walked over to 

the Museum and had a look through the various galleries. I 

watched in wonder as throngs of people parted with substantial 

sums of cash to see the two o’clock IMAX show. I’ve been to 

these IMAX screenings before, and frankly I can’t understand the 

appeal. I know the screen is massive and the visual 

representation stunning, but the films are always so incredibly dull. 

(lines 23 – 34)
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5. He outlines his thesis by describing a positive part of 

the city in detail.

I forgot to mention curry houses in my brief list of 

Bradford’s glories, which was a terrible oversight. 

Bradford may have lost a wool trade but it has gained 

a thousand excellent Indian restaurants, which I 

personally find a reasonable swap as I have a strictly 

limited need for bales of wool, but can take about as 

much Indian food as you care to shovel at me. 

(lines 35 – 40)
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6. He concludes by telling a story of a positive 

experience in the city. 

The oldest of the Bradford curry houses, I’m told, and 

certainly one of the best and cheapest, is the Kashmir, 

just up the road from the Alhambra. For £5 I had a 

small feast that was rich, delicious, and so hot that it 

made my fillings sizzle. 

Afterwards, bloated and with a stomach bubbling 

away like a heated beaker in a mad-scientist movie, I 

stepped out into the Bradford evening and wondered 

what to do with myself.

(lines 41 – 47)



Of all the once thriving wool precincts in the city, only the few 

dark buildings of Little Germany survive in any number, and even 

this promising small neighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of 

my visit, two-thirds of the buildings were covered in scaffolding, 

and the other third had TO LET signs on them. 
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Let’s look back at the second paragraph. Bryson uses 

the word bleak. 

Discuss these questions with a 

partner:

1. What does the word bleak

refer to in this paragraph?

2. According to Bryson, what 

makes Bradford seem 

bleak?

3. What does Bryson argue 

Bradford used to be like?



Of all the once thriving wool precincts in the city, only the few 

dark buildings of Little Germany survive in any number, and even 

this promising small neighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of 

my visit, two-thirds of the buildings were covered in scaffolding, 

and the other third had TO LET signs on them. 
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Let’s look back at the second paragraph. Bryson uses 

the word bleak. 

1. The word bleak refers to the neighbourhood called 

‘Little Germany’.

2. He thinks that the fact that lots of buildings have 

scaffolding on them and that there are lots of TO 

LET signs makes the city seem bleak.

3. Bryson argues that Bradford used to be ‘thriving’. 

He thinks that it was a busy and hopeful place 

when there were wool factories. Now that lots of 

buildings are not used, the city is hopeless. 
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Here is the breakdown of Bill Bryson’s article. 

1. He outlines his argument by describing how bad Bradford is.

2. He compares the city’s current status to its past.

3. He gives more reasons why the city is bad. 

4. He lists some reasons to support the opposite point of view 

(that there are good things about Bradford).

5. He outlines his thesis by describing a positive part of the city in 

detail.

6. He concludes by telling a story of a positive experience in the 

city. 

On your own, summarise Bryson’s argument in one 

paragraph. 

• To begin with, Bryson…
• He then …
• However, he gives the opposite point of view by…
• He makes his thesis clear when…
• His opinion of the city is confirmed…



Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3

I have reminded 

myself of the key 

arguments in the 

letter.

I have made sure 

my points are in 

chronological 

order.

I have used the 

sentence starters to 

help me write my 

sentences.
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On your own, summarise Bryson’s argument in one 

paragraph. Use the sentence starters below and 

make sure you have completed the mastery 

checks.

• To begin with, Bryson…
• He then …
• However, he gives the opposite point of view by…
• He makes his thesis clear when…
• His opinion of the city is confirmed…

Page 
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To begin with, Bryson outlines his argument that 

Bradford is a bleak and depressing place.  He does this 

by claiming that it makes all other places look 

wonderful.  He then describes what Bradford was like 

during the Industrial Revolution which makes it seem 

sadder that it has become such a gloomy place 

today. However, he gives the opposite point of view 

by writing that Bradford has good bits too. He makes 

his thesis clear when he goes into detail about the 

entertainment Bradford offers. Bryson actually seems 

to be convinced that Bradford can be a great place 

when he describes its curry houses. His opinion of the 

city is confirmed when he tells a story about how 

wonderful his dining experiences in the city were, and 

how they gave him hope.



a) The bleak was obvious in Whitby as soon as I 

arrived.

b) Everything about London is bleak.

c) Most of Bradford has bleak but it has some 

advantages too.

d) Birmingham’s bleak is very intense.

e) The sunny day was very bleak.M
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Which sentence uses the word bleak accurately?
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Which sentence uses the word bleak accurately?

a) The bleak was obvious in Whitby as soon as I 

arrived.

b) Everything about London is bleak.

c) Most of Bradford has bleak but it has some 

advantages too.

d) Birmingham’s bleak is very intense.

e) The sunny day was very bleak.



a) Because Bryson ran out of ideas to say why the city was 

bleak.

b) To show that once you get to know a city better, you can 

find lots to like about it.

c) To suggest that the city holds interesting surprises that you 

need to explore to find.

d) To show how much he dislikes the city of Bradford.

e) So that a reader knows exactly what Byson’s real attitude to 

Bradford is from the start of the article. 
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Here is Bill Bryson’s thesis:

Bill Bryson thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that 

their delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

Bryson’s thesis appears towards the end of the article. 

Why did Bryson place his thesis here?



a) Because Bryson ran out of ideas to say why the city was 

bleak.

b) To show that once you get to know a city better, you can find 

lots to like about it.

c) To suggest that the city holds interesting surprises that you 

need to explore to find.

d) To show how much he dislikes the city of Bradford.

e) So that a reader knows exactly what Byson’s real attitude to 

Bradford is from the start of the article. 
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Here is Bill Bryson’s thesis:

Bill Bryson thinks that Bradford is a bleak city but that 

their delicious curries make it a nicer place to visit.

Bryson’s thesis appears towards the end of the article. 

Why did Bryson place his thesis here?
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

