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Do Now
Ask students to list the books they have studied in English since Year 7.  Can they remember 

when the books were written and who were the main characters?
Extension:

What were the morals of the stories studied?

Resource ─ Texts Studied p.2

Introduction 
Explain that writers often write a story to teach us something or to make a comment on the world 

they live in. Ask students to discuss in pairs what was happening in society to influence Oliver 
Twist, The Tempest and Sherlock Holmes.

This activity is designed to 
help students think about a 

writer’s intention.

Reading
Read the biographical information sheet about George Orwell.  Discuss the information sheet 

together and recap the key information.

Check for understanding
Ask students to complete  the 3 comprehension questions in pairs. Do you want students to write 

down the answer?
Extension:

Write one message that you think George Orwell might have wanted to share with the world in 
his books.

Resource – George Orwell 
biography p.3

The bio is quite long. You 
might choose to stop at 

each section to check for 
understanding. 

ALLOW MAXIMUM OF 10 
MINS TO READ THIS.

Reading
Read the first few pages of Animal Farm

Check for understanding:
Students to discuss and complete comprehension questions in pairs. 

Resource- Full text P1-2

ALLOW 10 MINS FOR 
READING.

Farmyard trivia
Students complete the factsheet about farmyard animals. 

Run through answers. It is important students have the correct answers noted down as it will 
enhance their understanding of the main characters in the story. 

Resource- Farm animal 
worksheet P5 of student 

workbook

Discussion
George Orwell wrote ’Animal Farm’ to show the world how cruel leaders take advantage of 

ordinary working people. 

In what ways do cruel leaders often take advantage of ordinary working people? 

Extension: Why is a farm a good way to show how cruel leaders take advantage of workers?

Consider if you want to do 
this as pair discussion, group 

discussion or even a written 
task.

Mastery quiz
Students complete quiz.

If all correct, do extension by asking students to turn a wrong answer into a right one. If incorrect, 
address misconception and explain correct answer/get other students to explain correct 

answer. 
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Tuesday, 05 April 2022

1. Complete the list of all the books we have 

studied since Year 7. 

2. Include the authors and any other information 

you can remember, like when they were written 

and the main characters. 

Extension: What were the morals, or main messages, in 

each of the books we have studied?p.2
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Here are the books we have studied:

Year 7:

• ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens, written in1837

• ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William 

Shakespeare, written around 1590

• Various poems by various poets, including William 

Blake and Alfred Lord Tennyson

• ‘The Daydreamer’ by Ian McEwan, 1994, or 

‘Danny, The Champion of the World’ by Roald 

Dahl, 1975

Year 8

• ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle, written 1891

• ‘The Tempest’ by William Shakespeare, written 

around 1610
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Think about these books.

Discuss these questions with a partner:

What was happening in society to influence these 

books? Use the words to help you.

workhouses

slavery

poverty

exploration

police

colonialism

periodicals

the city
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Today, we are going to start studying a new book. It is 
called ‘Animal Farm’. It was written by a famous and 
popular writer called George Orwell.

George Orwell was a very influential writer.

Many writers, directors, actors, musicians and artists have 
been inspired by George Orwell and his work.
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Before we start reading the book, it is important to 

understand more about Orwell’s life and the time he 

was writing. 

Let’s read the biography of George Orwell.

p.3
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1. What inspired George Orwell to write ‘Animal 

Farm’?

2. Why wasn’t ‘Animal Farm’ printed at first?

3. How has George Orwell’s writing influenced society 

since his death?

Extension: In your own words, write one message that 

you think George Orwell might have wanted to share 

with the world in his books.

Discuss these questions with a partner
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1. George Orwell wrote ‘Animal Farm’ because 
he wanted to show the world how cruel and 
harsh rulers were taking advantage of 
ordinary working people.

2. At first, ‘Animal Farm’ wasn’t printed 
because publishers were afraid of offending 
leaders in Europe. 

3. Lots of the things that Orwell wrote about in 
his books are still relevant today. He wrote 
about societies that are constantly watched 
over by CCTV cameras. That is true of Britain 
today. 

Here are some ideas for the questions:
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We are going to start reading ‘Animal Farm’. Let’s read 

about the owner of the farm and the animals that are 

on the farm.

Chapter 1 – Old Major’s Dream

Read from, ‘Mr Jones, of the Manor Farm…’

Read to, ’he cleared his throat and began.’ 
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Mr. Jones, of the Manor Farm, had locked the 

hen-houses for the night, but was too drunk to 

remember to shut the pop-holes. With the ring of light 

from his lantern dancing from side to side, he lurched 

across the yard, kicked off his boots at the back door, 

drew himself a last glass of beer from the barrel in the 

scullery, and made his way up to bed, where Mrs. 

Jones was already snoring.

As soon as the light in the bedroom went out 

there was a stirring and a fluttering all through the 

farm buildings. Word had gone round during the day 

that old Major, the prize Middle White boar, had had 

a strange dream on the previous night and wished to 

communicate it to the other animals. It had been 

agreed that they should all meet in the big barn as 

soon as Mr. Jones was safely out of the way. Old 

Major (so he was always called, though the name 

under which he had been exhibited was Willingdon 

Beauty) was so highly regarded on the farm that 

everyone was quite ready to lose an hour's sleep in 

order to hear what he had to say.

pop-holes – doors 

for the hen 

houses

scullery - larder

Willingdon Beauty 
– this is the name 

Mr. Jones has 

given him

1
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At one end of the big barn, on a sort of raised 

platform, Major was already ensconced on his bed of 

straw, under a lantern which hung from a beam. He 

was twelve years old and had lately grown rather 

stout, but he was still a majestic-looking pig, with a 

wise and benevolent appearance in spite of the fact 

that his tushes had never been cut. Before long the 

other animals began to arrive and make themselves 

comfortable after their different fashions. First came 

the three dogs, Bluebell, Jessie, and Pincher, and 

then the pigs, who settled down in the straw 

immediately in front of the platform. The hens 

perched themselves on the window-sills, the pigeons 

fluttered up to the rafters, the sheep and cows lay 

down behind the pigs and began to chew the cud. 

The two cart-horses, Boxer and Clover, came in 

together, walking very slowly and setting down their 

vast hairy hoofs with great care lest there should be 

some small animal concealed in the straw. Clover 

was a stout motherly mare approaching middle life, 

who had never quite got her figure back after her 

fourth foal. Boxer was an enormous beast, nearly 

eighteen hands high, and as strong as any two 

ordinary horses put together. 

ensconced –

settled in

benevolent - kind

tushes – hairy 

whiskers 

cud – ground 

grass

1
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A white stripe down his nose gave him a somewhat 

stupid appearance, and in fact he was not of first-

rate intelligence, but he was universally respected for 

his steadiness of character and tremendous powers 

of work. After the horses came Muriel, the white goat, 

and Benjamin, the donkey. Benjamin was the oldest 

animal on the farm, and the worst tempered. He 

seldom talked, and when he did, it was usually to 

make some cynical remark--for instance, he would 

say that God had given him a tail to keep the flies off, 

but that he would sooner have had no tail and no 

flies. Alone among the animals on the farm he never 

laughed. If asked why, he would say that he saw 

nothing to laugh at. Nevertheless, without openly 

admitting it, he was devoted to Boxer; the two of 

them usually spent their Sundays together in the small 

paddock beyond the orchard, grazing side by side 

and never speaking.

seldom – rarely 

cynical –
negative

paddock – field

2
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The two horses had just lain down when a brood 

of ducklings, which had lost their mother, filed into the 

barn, cheeping feebly and wandering from side to 

side to find some place where they would not be 

trodden on. Clover made a sort of wall round them 

with her great foreleg, and the ducklings nestled 

down inside it and promptly fell asleep. At the last 

moment Mollie, the foolish, pretty white mare who 

drew Mr. Jones's trap, came mincing daintily in, 

chewing at a lump of sugar. She took a place near 

the front and began flirting her white mane, hoping 

to draw attention to the red ribbons it was plaited 

with. Last of all came the cat, who looked round, as 

usual, for the warmest place, and finally squeezed 

herself in between Boxer and Clover; there she 

purred contentedly throughout Major's speech 

without listening to a word of what he was saying.

All the animals were now present except Moses, 

the tame raven, who slept on a perch behind the 

back door. When Major saw that they had all made 

themselves comfortable and were waiting 

attentively, he cleared his throat and began:

mincing daintily –

walking in a way 

to attract 

attention 

2
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Quick check

Discuss the answers to these questions in pairs:

1. Who is the owner of the farm?

2. How would you describe the owner of the farm?

3. What animals are there are on the farm?

4. Who have the animals gathered to listen to?

5. Which animal is ‘not of first-rate intelligence’?

6. What features of an allegory can we identify 

already?
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Quick check

Discuss the answers to these questions in pairs:

1. Mr Jones is the owner of the farm.

2. Mr Jones is a drunk. This means that he doesn’t do 

his jobs on the farm properly. 

3. On the farm there are pigs, dogs, hens, pigeons, 

sheep, cows, horses, a goat, a donkey, ducks, a 

cat and a raven.

4. The animals have gathered to listen to Old Major, 

the elderly pig.

5. Boxer the horse is ‘not of first-rate intelligence’.

6. It is written in the third person and the animals are 

the main characters.
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What do you think about Manor farm so far? Do the 

animals have a happy life on the farm? 
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The animals in the barn are the main characters in the novel.

Just as ‘humans’ can be ‘men’, ‘women’ and ‘children’, 
animals also have separate names for male, female and 
young versions. Orwell uses these specific terms in the novel, so 
we need to be aware of them before we read. 

• Complete the sheet about farm animals and their 

characteristics. 

• Make a note of any animals that have been named in the 

novel so far. 

p.5
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Let’s check the answers. 

Make sure you complete any details you didn’t know. 

Intelligent, greedy

Old Major

Slow, unintelligent. Male cows can be violent.
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Loyal, fierce

Cowardly

Strong, powerful

Boxer, Clover

Bluebell, Jessie, Pincher
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George Orwell wrote ’Animal Farm’ to show 
the world how cruel leaders take advantage 
of ordinary working people. 

In what ways do cruel leaders often take 
advantage of ordinary working people? 

Extension: Why is a farm a good way to show 
how cruel leaders take advantage of workers?
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Which statements are correct?

a) George Orwell was writing at the same time as 

Charles Dickens and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

b) George Orwell wanted to stomp down on the 

ordinary working people when he fought in Spain.

c) George Orwell wanted to get out of fighting in 

World War II because he was scared of dying.

d) George Orwell was influenced by society at the 

time he was writing.

e) George Orwell has influenced society since the 

time he was writing. 
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a) George Orwell was writing at the same time as 

Charles Dickens and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

b) George Orwell wanted to stomp down on the 

ordinary working people when he fought in Spain.

c) George Orwell wanted to get out of fighting in 

World War II because he was scared of dying.

d) George Orwell was influenced by society at the 

time he was writing.

e) George Orwell has influenced society since the 

time he was writing. 

Which statements are correct?


