
The Police State 
(a state which the police have absolute power to arrest and punish anyone who does not follow the ideals 

of the state) 

 

German people would be too frightened to oppose the state because:  

• The police had far-reaching powers.  

• The Gestapo (secret police) was used to hunt out opponents for the Nazis.  

• The Gestapo used various techniques such as phone tapping and spies to find out information.  

• The Gestapo was helped by the SS (Schultz Staffel – Protection Squad).  

• The SS had absolute power over those who did not follow Nazi ideals. They could arrest and imprison 

people without explanation or trial. By 1939, 162,000 people had been imprisoned without trial.  

• Opponents were sent to concentration camps.  

 

 

 



Law courts 
The legal system was controlled by the Nazis: 

• There was no trial by jury.  

• All judges were Nazis. They all took an oath of loyalty to Hitler.  

• The number of crimes punishable by death rose from 3 in 1933 to 46 by 1943. These crimes included 

listening to foreign radio stations and telling an anti-Nazi joke.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church 
The Catholic and Protestant Churches were seen as a threat because the beliefs of Christianity were very 

different from Nazi beliefs: 

• A Nazi Reich Church was set up with the intention of eventually replacing the Protestant Church.  

• There were some attempts to co-operate with the Catholic Church; however, the closures of Catholic 

schools and youth movements led to opposition from some Priests, and their arrest.  

 

 

 

 

 



Concentration camps 
• Early concentration camps were disused factories and 

warehouses.  

• The first new camp to be open was Dachau in 1933.  

• The camps were used for questioning, torture, and ‘re-

education’. 

• Prisoners were used as hard labour and were treated 

with great brutality.   

• Many died and their families were simply sent a note 

saying the victim had died of pneumonia or a similar disease.  

• Different colour badges 

were worn by prisoners to indicate their ‘crime’: 

-Jews = yellow 

-Political prisoners and Communists = red 

-Sexual offenders and homosexuals = pink 

  

 


