
Edelweiss Pirates

• Young people all over Germany were forming their own youth groups. These had names like the “Travelling Dudes” or the “Navajos”.

• These groups joined together under one name as the “Edelweiss Pirates” – named after a famous flower that grows high in the German Alps. 

• These were boys and girls, but mainly boys, who didn’t like the strict military discipline of the Hitler Youth and the general lack of freedom in 
Germany. 

• The boys wore their hair longer and wore American style clothing such as white t-shirts and jeans.

• They would take long hikes and camping trips in the mountains, where they would make fun of the Nazis. When they were at home they would 
taunt or attack members of the Hitler Youth

• How successful were they? Their actions were limited. There was only around 2,000 pirates in comparison to 8 million Hitler Youth members. 
Apart from telling anti-Nazi jokes and singing anti-Nazi songs, they did little to oppose the Nazis. 

Edelweiss Pirate song 

We march by banks of Ruhr and 
Rhine 

And smash the Hitler Youth in twain

Our song is freedom, love and life

We’re the Pirates of the Edelweiss
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In the 1940s the Pirates became more active, 
carrying out violent attacks and sheltering 
concentration camp escapees and deserting 
soldiers.

They caught the attention of Himmler who actively 
targeted them. Many were thrown into 
concentration camps and some were executed in 
public hangings. 



The Swing Youth

• Mainly teenagers from wealthy middle-class families. They loved American music, fashion and culture. 

• They owned and played illegal records from the US. They loved swing and jazz music. They would meet together, play music and dance the 
“jitterbug”

• These dance parties were illegal, but they grew and were attended by up to 6,000 young people. They greeted each other by saying “Heil Benny” 
referring to a popular swing musician called Benny Goodman. 

• The Nazis were furious and tried to shut down these groups. They thought that anything related to Jazz music was dangerous as its roots were in 
immoral black “Jungle music”. 

Aims of the Swing Youth:

“Make sure you’re really 
casual, swinging or whistling 
English hits all the time, 
absolutely smashed and 
always surrounded by really 
amazing women”.
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Some young people were harshly punished. 
Hasso Schutzendorff, in October 1942, was sent 
to a concentration camp. 

He had his hair cut off, was thrashed with an iron 
bar and forced to push barrows full of earth 
uphill for a fortnight.

Other youth groups were attacked and members 
beaten. 


