
Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Where does the Black death germ live?

Where did the disease start?

How did the Black Death get to England?

In what year did the Black Death reach England?

What had happened by the end of 1349?

Name two symptoms of the Black death?



Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Where does the Black death germ live?
In the guts of fleas

Where did the disease start?
Asia

How did the Black Death get to England?
On rats arriving on trade boats

In what year did the Black Death reach England?
1348

What had happened by the end of 1349?
It had spread all over England, Wales and Northern Ireland

Name two symptoms of the Black death?
Fever, vomiting, buboes, bleeding under the skin, spasms
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How does the 
reaction to the 
Black Death in 

England 
compare to our 

reaction to covid 
19?
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Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Task:

What were the effects of 
the Black Death?
Watch the video and note down 
any key facts about the impact of 
the Black Death.

How many people died? What 
impact did it have on workers?

CHALLENGE:

What was the most 
significant effect of the 
Black Death on Europe? 

Explain your answer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcEllXY76W4


Task:

What were the effects of the 
Black Death?
On your source sheet there are nine 
different effects of the Black Death on 
Europe.

You have fifteen minutes to research these 
different effects. Go around the room and fill 
in your table with one piece of key 
information from each source.

Decide if that effect was positive or negative 
for the people of Europe.

Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

CHALLENGE:
What was the most 

significant effect of the 
Black Death on Europe? 

Explain your answer.



Source A
In the years following the Black Death of 1348 European wars showed dramatic decline. Countries were busy trying to 
cope with the effects of the epidemic and peasants were unwilling to leave their homes and march to war. 

- Historian John D Clare

Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Source Key Points Positive or 
Negative Effect?

A Wars in Europe stopped Positive

B

C
CHALLENGE:

Draw a picture to 
represent each 

impact (key point) in 
the table.



Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Source Key Points Positive or 
Negative Effect?

A Wars in Europe stopped Positive

B Rent for houses fell / people became mean and greedy Positive / 
Negative

C Some people lost their faith after seeing how priests were also 
affected by plague.

Negative

D After plague peasants move about and demand wages Positive

E The Poll Tax was introduced, peasants had to pay more tax Negative

F Whole villages have been emptied Negative

G Peasants have good life with jobs and land, lords angry because have 
to pay wages

Positive / 
Negative

H Law made meaning peasants must do jobs offered to them Negative

I 3.5 million people died in England, 25 million across Europe Negative

Do any corrections in GREEN pen



Title: The Black Death – What impact did it have?

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the main consequences of the Black Death.
2. Explain how the disease had a significant impact upon England.
3. Analyse the extent to which the Black Death changed the nation.

Question: Explain why the Black Death had such a far reaching affect on Britain. You may use the following in your answer:
• The Church
• Government action

One reason why the Black Death had such a far reaching affect on 
Britain was because of the actions of the Church/ government 
actions.
This meant that …
This was important because …
I also know that …
This caused … because …

Another reason …

.

CHALLENGE:
If possible think of a third 

point and write a third 
paragraph using the same 

structure as paragraph one. 
Start: ‘A final reason …’




