
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Agbabi is a British poet and performer

• ‘Telling Tales’ is a re-voicing of The Canterbury Tales

• Agbabi transports Chaucer’s characters to the 21st century.
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Do Now
1.When did Chaucer write The Canterbury Tales?
2.What is a pilgrimage?
3.Where does the journey start and end in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
4. What other poem describes a physical journey?
Patience Agbabi
Agbabi presents a modern re-telling of ‘The Canterbury Tales’. Share where her poems lie on the 
poetry timeline,
First Reading of ‘Telling Tales’ (Prologue Grime Mix)
Students watch Agbabi performing the poem. 
Discussion
1. How did the poem make you feel?
2. What did you notice about her use of modern language?

We are going to 
watch Patience 
Agbabi perform 
her version of the 
Prologue.

Second reading of ‘‘Telling Tales’ (Prologue Grime Mix)
Class discussion
1. What similarities did you notice between ‘Prologue (Grime mix)’ and Chaucer’s original prologue 

from ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
2. What differences did you notice between ‘Prologue (Grime mix)’ and Chaucer’s original 

prologue from ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
Key vocabulary
Re-cap definition of personification. This is a re-cap from what they have been taught in the Y8 
Poetry unit.

Questions
Students discuss then write answers to the inference questions. Teachers may want to read ahead to 
these questions and use them to guide their reading of the poem earlier in the lesson. Suggested 
answers are provided, teachers need not use these if answers are elicited from questioning. 

How does Agbabi create a more modern version of ‘The Canterbury Tales’? 
Make a list of bullet points in pairs.

Consolidation
Why do you think Agbabi re-wrote ‘The Canterbury Tales’ for the 21st century?
Students write a paragraph explaining their view
Poetry Learning Map
Students add quotations from ‘Telling Tales’ to their Poetry Learning Map

Mastery
Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U-ozgjZfjQ&feature=emb_err_woyt
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Retrieval

1. Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales 600 
years ago in Medieval England.
2. A pilgrimage is a journey to a place that 
has religious importance.
3. The journey starts in Southwark, London and 
ends at the Canterbury Cathedral.
4. ‘Wherever I Hang’ describes Nichols’ 

migration from Guyana to London.

Retrieval
1. When did Chaucer write The Canterbury 

Tales?
2. What is a pilgrimage?
3. Where does the journey start and end in ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’?
4. What other poem describes a physical 

journey?

‘Telling Tales’- Modernising ‘The Canterbury Tales’

L.O: Explore how Agbabi modernises ‘The Canterbury 

Tales’ prologue



• Patience Agbabi was 

born in London in 1965 

to Nigerian parents.

• She is a performance 

poet and in 2010 she 

was appointed 

Canterbury Poet 

Laureate.
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• In ‘Telling Tales’ Agbabi 

presents a modern re-

telling of Chaucer's 

Canterbury Tales by 

placing the characters 

in a 21st century setting.
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Furthest back

Most recent

1500

1550

1600

1650

1700

1750

1800

1850

1900

1950

2000

Elizabethan England 
1558 - 1603

Jacobean England 1603 - 1625

Victorian England 
1837 - 1901

Twentieth Century
1900 - 1999

The Night Mail (1936)

Sherlock (c.1890)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream (c. 1595)

The Tempest (c. 1611)

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot (c.1840)

Wherever I Hang (1989)
My Father Thought It (1993)

The Road Not Taken (1916)

c. = ‘circa’ /around

Paradise Lost (1667)

The Canterbury Tales (c.1400)

Jane Eyre (1847)

Romeo and Juliet (c. 1597)

Medieval England c.1066 - 1485 

The Restoration 1660 - 1685

Telling Tales(2015)

Gap year(2007)



First Reading of ‘Prologue (Grime mix)’

We are going to watch Patience Agbabi perform her 

version of the Prologue.
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1. How did the poem make you feel?

2. What did you notice about her use of modern 

language?

P10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U-ozgjZfjQ&feature=emb_err_woyt


Class discussion

1. What similarities did you notice between 

‘Prologue (Grime mix)’ and Chaucer’s original 

prologue from ‘The Canterbury Tales’?

2. What differences did you notice between 

‘Prologue (Grime mix)’ and Chaucer’s original 

prologue from ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
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Second Reading of ‘Prologue (Grime mix)’

Let’s read the poem again



Agbabi presents a modern re-telling of Chaucer's 

Canterbury Tales by placing the characters in a 21st

century setting.

Let’s look at how Agbabi does this in more detail.

Te
ll
in

g
 T

a
le

s



Personification is a type of metaphor used by writers to 

make something seem like it is alive, with a human 

personality. 

Key vocabulary

‘When my April showers me with kisses

I could make her my missus or my mistress’
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1. April is important to the speaker as she is his muse 

and inspires him. 

2. The speaker feels excitement and passion 

whenever the speaker is with her.

1. April has been personified as a woman. Why is 

April so important to the speaker?

2. The speaker says ‘April fires me’. What does this 

mean?

PROLOGUE (GRIME MIX)

When my April showers me with kisses 

I could make her my missus or my mistress

but I’m happily hitched – sorry home girls –

said my vows to the sound of the Bow Bells

yet her breath is as fresh as the west wind,

when I breathe her, I know we’re predestined

to make music; my muse, she inspires me,

though my mind’s overtaxed, April fires me,

how she pierces my heart to the fond root

till I bleed sweet cherry blossom en route

to our bliss trip; there’s days she goes off me,

April loves me not; April loves me

with a passion

Muse- a person 

who provides 

inspiration.
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3. The speaker is referring to April.

4. The modern slang word ‘peeps’ suggests that the speaker 

lives in the 21st century.

5. The speaker could mean that he is full of words. He needs to 

get them out and express them to be cured.

3. The speaker says ‘she’ is his ‘sick cure’. Who is he talking 

about here?

4. Which slang word suggests that the speaker lives in the 21st

century?

5. What could ‘wordsick’ mean? What is could be wrong with 

the speaker?

dear doctor, I’m wordsick

and I got the itch like I’m allergic

but it could be my shirt’s on the cheap side;

serenade overnight with my peeps wide,             

nothing like her, liqueur, an elixir,   

overproof that she serves as my sick cure,

Serenade- a 

song usually 

about love

Peeps- slang 

term for people.

Elixir- a magical 

liquid to cure 

something
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6. The speaker is in South-East London.

7. The speaker thinks he has more words inside him 

than Caxton ever printed.

8. The phrase ‘verbal feats’ suggests that performing 

words is difficult and a real skill to do.

see my jaw dropping neat Anglo-Saxon,

I got ink in my veins more than Caxton

and it flows hand to mouth, here’s a mouthfeast

verbal feats from the streets of the South-East 

6. What part of London is the speaker in?

7. What do you think the speaker means when he 

says he has more ink his veins than Caxton?

8. The speaker takes part in ‘verbal feats’. What does 

this mean? 

Anglo-Saxon- Old 

English

Caxton- person 

who invented the 

printing press

feat- something 

difficult. Requires a 

lot of skill.
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9. Instead of horseback, the pilgrims are on a London bus.

10. Grime, rant and rap are examples of modern music or 

poetry.

11. This version is a remix because it includes new elements to 

the original tales, such as modern grime and rap.

9. How can we tell this is a journey in the 21st century?

10. What 3 different examples of modern music or poetry does 

the speaker mention?

11. Why do you think the speaker calls his version a ‘remix’ of the 

original Canterbury Tales?

from the grime to the clean-cut iambic,

rime royale, rant or rap, get your slam kick        

on this Routemaster bus: get cerebral        

Tabard Inn to Canterbury Cathedral,

poet pilgrims competing for free picks,                                  

Chaucer Tales, track by track, here’s the remix            

from below-the-belt base to the topnotch;

Cerebral-

intelligent or 

serious

Remix- a new or 

improved version 

of something
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12. The speaker means that he will not time the pilgrims or cut 

their stories short?

13. The word ‘offensive’ suggests that some of the tales might be 

rude.

14. The speaker tells us that Chaucer’s original tales were 

unfinished. This remix however, will finish the tales.

12. The speaker says that he will let the pilgrims’ ‘tales overrun’. 

What does he mean by this? Why might he want them to 

overrun?

13. Which word suggests that some of the tales might be rude?

14. What does the speaker say about Chaucer’s tales? Why 

might that be interesting?

I won’t stop all the clocks with a stopwatch

when the tales overrun, run offensive,

or run clean out of steam, they’re authentic

cos we’re keeping it real, reminisce this:

Chaucer Tales were an unfinished business.

authentic- true or 

real
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15. The phrase ‘May the best poet lose’ suggests this is a 

competition.

16. a) Rhyming Couplet as a poetic device

b) Rhyming Couplet- Harry Bailey and April.

15. Agbabi makes Harry Bailey fit into a modern setting as he 

is now an MC host of a modern slam kick, where the 

pilgrims tell their tales by competing in a rap battle. 

15. Which phrase suggests that telling tales on this journey is a 

competition?

16. The phrase ‘Rhyming Couplet’ has two meanings here. 

What are they?

17. The speaker of the poem is Harry Bailey, which is the same 

as ‘The Canterbury Tales’. How does Agbabi make Harry 

fit into a modern setting?

May the best poet lose, as the saying goes.

May the best poet muse be mainstaying those      

on the stage, on the page, on their subject:          

me and April, we’re The Rhyming Couplet

I’m The Host for tonight, Harry Bailey,

if I’m tongue-tied, April will bail me,

I’m MC but the M is for mistress

when my April shows me what a kiss is . . .
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• The month of April is presented as a mistress.

• The speaker expresses himself through 
performance and takes part in rap battles.

• The pilgrims travel by bus instead of horseback.

• Harry Bailey is an MC host for a ‘slam kick’ or rap 
battle.

• The month of April is presented as a mistress.

How does Agbabi create a more modern 
version of ‘The Canterbury Tales’? 
Make a list of bullet points.
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Why do you think Agbabi re-wrote 

‘The Canterbury Tales’ for the 21st

century?
Write a paragraph explaining your 

view



Poem and poet Types of journeys Key quotations 

Poetry Learning Map

Add your key quotations about ‘Prologue (Grime 

mix)’ now. One has been done for you. 

‘Prologue (Grime

mix)’- Patience 

Agbabi

• Modern pilgrimage

to Canterbury by 

bus

1. “on this 

Routemaster bus: 

get cerebral/        

Tabard Inn to 

Canterbury 

Cathedral”
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Which of these methods does Agbabi use to 

modernise The Canterbury Tales? (2)

a) Agbabi writes the poem in Middle English.

b) The pilgrims take part in a modern rap battle.

c) The speaker is Chaucer.

d) Agbabi shows the pilgrims travelling by bus instead 

of horseback.

e) Agbabi sets the poem in April.
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Which of these methods does Agbabi use to 

modernise The Canterbury Tales? (2)

a) Agbabi writes the poem in Middle English.

b) The pilgrims take part in a modern rap battle.

c) The speaker is Chaucer.

d) Agbabi shows the pilgrims travelling by bus instead 

of horseback.

e) Agbabi sets the poem in April.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

