
Animal Farm, the Windmill and Stalin’s Five-Year Plans 

The windmill has been used by Snowball and, later, Napoleon, to promise an 

easier and more comfortable life for the animals on Animal Farm. In Soviet Russia, 

the Russian people were not asked to build a windmill, exactly, but it was quite 

similar. Stalin wanted the people to build power stations and railway stations and 

dams. The idea was that the more energy that could be produced, the more 

modern Russia would be and that, this way, it would be able to catch up with 

countries such as Germany, France, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Just like with the windmill, the people worked incredibly hard but they 

worked incredibly hard to meet the targets. Stalin had these Five-Year Plans with 

huge targets for productivity that it was impossible to meet. Russia became much 

more productive as a result of the Five-Year Plan, but the people themselves didn’t 

really benefit. People worked so hard, for such low wages, that it was practically 

slavery. Just as the animals are described at one point as working like slaves, that 

is basically what was happening in the Soviet Union. Thousands of people died in 

these jobs, from starvation, exhaustion and unsafe working conditions. If they 

protested, then they were severely punished.  The rest of the world could see that 

the USSR was becoming a more modern economy but, inside the country it was a 

very different story. 

The first windmill collapsing is probably a reference to the very poor quality 

of what was being produced in the USSR. If you rush production, then what you 

produce is unlikely to be very good. The construction of the second windmill is a 

reference to the second Five Year Plan – the Five Year Plans lasted until 1991, with 

the end of the Soviet Union. 


