
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• In the Medieval era, people believed that astrology impacted 

nature, health and the seasons. They studied the stars to inform 

their decisions.

• The first stanza of the General Prologue tells us that the 

pilgrimage is taking place at the end of April when it is 

springtime and people feel like exploring

• Chaucer personifies April and Nature to convey the energy and 

enthusiasm of this time 

• The poem uses rhyming couplets 

• The pilgrims visit the shrine of St Thomas à Becket, Archbishop of 

Canterbury
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Do Now
1. Who wrote ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
2. When was ‘The Canterbury Tales’ written?
3. Where do the pilgrims begin their journey?
4. Why do the pilgrims tell stories?
Medieval Astrology
Why do people use astrology? Astrology is the study of the stars and how their movement affects 
earth.
Extension: Shakespeare describes Romeo and Juliet as ‘star-crossed lovers’. What did he mean 
by this?
Provide students with context on Medieval Astrology which will inform understanding of the sense 
of time in the General Prologue. 
General Prologue
We are going to do a close reading of the first stanza. Explain to students that this is hard and 
that we will conduct a number of readings. This process was used with the prologue for Romeo 
and Juliet. The question focus is: How does Chaucer use time in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?

There is a clean copy of the first 
stanza available for students to 
annotate. Students may find it 
helpful to keep their previous copy 
out as well. 

Close Reading
1) Students read the General Prologue through entirely. 
2) Students highlight all references to time.  
3) Identifying the rhyme scheme. Explain that these are rhyming couplets. Share phrases with 

students that require specific knowledge that cannot be inferred. Students annotate this on 
their copies of the poem. 

4) Re-read the poem for sense with new annotations. 
5) First section: students find the subject and verb and annotate it. A summary is provided for 

students to write down. 
6) Second section: vocabulary shared with students and again, a summary. Students mark on 

to scripts. 
7) Recap the sections that have been covered. Read the third section. Students write their own 

summary. A suggested answer is provided on the next slide. 
8) Re-read the section we have read so far and the summary. Consider the question that we 

are seeking to answer and students come up with answers. Some suggestions are given. 
9) Read the final section and share vocabulary with students. Students write a summary. A 

suggested summary is given. 
10) Re-read the whole section one last time. 
Comprehension questions
Using the close reading and summary, students work in pairs to discuss the questions. Suggestions 
are provided. 
Extended Writing 
Students answer the question independently: How does Chaucer use time in ‘The Canterbury 
Tales’? Suggestions are provided. 
Poetry Learning Map
Students complete their table with quotations for ‘The Canterbury Tales’. 
Mastery
Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions.



Retrieval
1. Geoffrey Chaucer wrote ‘The Canterbury 

Tales’.
2. ‘The Canterbury Tales’ was written 600 

years ago.
3. The pilgrims begin their journey at The 

Tabard Inn in Southwark
4. The pilgrims tell stories for entertainment 

and to pass the time. 

Time in The Canterbury Tales
LO: To explore how time is presented in ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’
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Retrieval
1. Who wrote ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
2. When was ‘The Canterbury Tales’ written?
3. Where do the pilgrims begin their journey?
4. Why do the pilgrims tell stories?
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Tuesday, 05 April 2022

Why do people use astrology? 

Extension: Shakespeare describes Romeo and Juliet 

as ‘star-crossed lovers’. What did he mean by this?

Astrology is the study of the stars and how their 
movement affects earth.



Medieval Astrology

Astrologers study the stars. In 

the Medieval era, they 

believed that the movements 

of the stars influenced many 

things on earth. This included 

the weather, nature, 

personalities and hormones. 

Astrology was a respected 

science that was used alongside 

other medical theories. By the 

end of the 1500s, doctors across 

Europe were legally required to 

calculate the position of the 

moon before attempting 

complex operations. 

M
e

d
ie

v
a

l 
A

st
ro

lo
g

y



Today we’ll be studying the first stanza of the General 

Prologue to ‘The Canterbury Tales’. It is a celebration 

of Spring and makes references to Medieval Astrology 

which we can find strange at first. 

We will read and re-read a part of the stanza a 

number of times to unlock its meaning. It is difficult! 

Even the best readers need to read a number of times 

to understand it. Today, we will practise reading like 

experts. 
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When we finish our close reading we are going to 

write a paragraph on this question:

How does Chaucer use time 

in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
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Look at your clean copy of the General Prologue. 

We will read the first stanza in its entirety.

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage
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It is helpful to identify the main clause in the first 

sentence of this stanza. This tells the subject of the 

sentence and what they are doing. 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage
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It is helpful to identify the main clause in the first 

sentence of this stanza. This tells the subject of the 

sentence and what they are doing. 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage

This means, 

At this time, people are motivated to go on a 

pilgrimage.

Copy this down in the margin 

of your copy of the poem. 
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Before line 12, Chaucer uses a number of temporal clauses (parts 

that tell when) to make the time of year clear and interesting. 

There are three main temporal clauses. 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage

Mark these on your poem and label them A, B and C. 

A

B

C
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We are going to read each of these sections in turn to explore 

how Chaucer uses time in the poem. 

Here is a phrase you need to understand before we re-read 

section A:

To generate therein and sire the flower

– the seed and water produce a flower

Make a note of this on your copy of the poem. 
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Re-read section A, the first temporal clause in the poem. 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power

To generate therein and sire the flower;

In pairs, annotate the poem with the following: 
1. Summarise this temporal clause in your own words

2. Identify the imagery Chaucer is using
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Re-read section A, the first temporal clause in the poem. 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power

To generate therein and sire the flower;

1. In April, when the rain falls on the earth and produces 

flowers…

2. Chaucer uses imagery of healthy plants growing in the earth

What was your summary for 

question 1? 

Make sure your poem is well 

annotated!
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We’re now going to re-read the second temporal clause. 

Here are some more phrases you need to understand before we 

re-read section B:

• The young sun / Into the Ram one half his course has run – the 

sun has passed through the second half of the astrological 

sign Aries, so it is late April 

• The first line means, ‘when the west wind blows’

• ‘in every holt and heath’ means ‘forest and field’

Make a note of these on your copy of the poem. 
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Re-read section B, the next temporal clause in the poem. 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

In pairs, annotate the poem with the following: 
1. Summarise this temporal clause in your own words

2. Identify the imagery Chaucer is using
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Re-read section B, the next temporal clause in the poem. 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

1. When the west wind blows into every part of the land and 

into every plant, and the Sun is halfway through Aries…

2. Chaucer uses the imagery of the weather to describe the 

time of year. 
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Re-read section C, the next temporal clause in the poem. 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage, 

In pairs, annotate the poem with the following: 
1. Summarise this temporal clause in your own words

2. Identify the imagery Chaucer is using
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Re-read section C, the next temporal clause in the poem. 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage, 

In pairs, annotate the poem with the following: 
1. And when little birds sing loudly in the morning, At this time, 

people are motivated to go on a pilgrimage.

2. Chaucer uses the imagery of birds to show that it is Spring, 

when birds sing in the morning. 
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Re-read the section we have studied so far.

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with liquor that has power

To generate therein and sire the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath,

Quickened again, in every holt and heath,

The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 

And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)-

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage

Here is our summary for this section of the poem: 

In April, when the rain falls on the earth and produces flowers, 

when the west wind blows into every part of the land and into 

every plant, and the Sun is halfway through Aries, and when little 

birds sing loudly in the morning, At this time, people are 

motivated to go on a pilgrimage.
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How does Chaucer use time 

in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?

Remember the question we want to answer is: 

In April, when the rain falls on the earth and produces flowers, 

when the west wind blows into every part of the land and into 

every plant, and the Sun is halfway through Aries, and when little 

birds sing loudly in the morning, At this time, people are 

motivated to go on a pilgrimage.

In pairs, discuss the ideas you have.



• Chaucer celebrates the season of Spring 

• He describes how the rain and the wind 
makes everything fertile

• It is during the astrological sign Aries, which 
means that the seasons are changing 

• Spring spreads to every part of the land, 
including the birds

• It is during this season that people are 
motivated and reminded to go on 
pilgrimage

How does Chaucer use time 

in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
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Now on your own, write a paragraph on this question:

• Chaucer uses time to celebrate...

• He describes the rain and the wind…

• It is during the astrological sign Aries…

• Spring spreads to every part of the land…

• Pilgrims are motivated to travel at this time 
because…

How does Chaucer use time 

in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?



• Chaucer uses time to celebrate the season of 

Spring.

• He describes the rain and the wind and how it 

makes everything fertile, and therefore a good time 

to travel. 

• It is during the astrological sign Aries, which means 

that the seasons are changing. People may also be 

aware of Easter and the need to be more holy. 

• Spring spreads to every part of the land, including 

the birds.

• It is during this season that people are motivated 

and reminded to go on pilgrimage.

How does Chaucer use time 

in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?
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Poem and poet Types of journeys Key quotations 

Poetry Learning Map

Add your key quotations about ‘The Canterbury 

Tales’ now. One has been done for you. 

‘The Canterbury 

Tales’ – Geoffrey 

Chaucer 

• Pilgrimage to 

Canterbury

• From the city to 

the countryside 

1. ‘pilgrims were they all / 
That toward Canterbury 
would ride’ 
2. 
3. 
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Which sentence accurately explains 

how Chaucer uses time in the General 

Prologue?

a) Chaucer sets the poem in April to make the 

pilgrims hurry up.

b) In the General Prologue, Chaucer describes the 

beautiful setting of the Tabard Inn to show how the 

travellers are relaxed and excited for their journey.

c) Chaucer set the poem in spring because it is a 

time of new life and rebirth. This inspires and 

motivates the pilgrims. 

d) The poem is set in spring, when there is lots of sun. 

This is a metaphor for the journey the pilgrims will 

take to Canterbury. 
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Which sentence accurately explains 

how Chaucer uses time in the General 

Prologue?

a) Chaucer sets the poem in April to make the 

pilgrims hurry up.

b) In the General Prologue, Chaucer describes the 

beautiful setting of the Tabard Inn to show how the 

travellers are relaxed and excited for their journey.

c) Chaucer set the poem in spring because it is a 

time of new life and rebirth. This inspires and 

motivates the pilgrims. 

d) The poem is set in spring, when there is lots of sun. 

This is a metaphor for the journey the pilgrims will 

take to Canterbury. 



F
e

e
d

b
a

c
k

Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

