
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide

p.2



Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• The ground is the common feature between the tenor and 
the vehicle

• The ground helps you write analytically about a poem
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Do Now:
Students review quotations and decide which are related to pigeons 
and which are related to other poems they have already studied.
‘Pigeons’: Tenor and vehicle
Read the poem again and review with students.
Students then need to find the vehicle for the different tenors that are 
shown. This is a review of the previous lesson’s activity.

Poem: ‘Pigeons’

Recalling the ground
Remind students that what the tenor and vehicle have in common has 
a name: the ground. Remind them that they annotated metaphors 
from ‘Pigeons’ yesterday with the ground. They then need to fill in the 
ground for two more metaphors (‘heads like tiny hammers’ and ‘they 
fountain in the air’). ‘heads like tiny hammers’ is modelled.

Resource: Ground 

Analytical paragraphs
Pupils are to write 2-3 analytical paragraphs on the question: ‘How 
does the poet present the pigeons in this poem?’ A class example is 
provided. Pupils then use the structure prompts and their notes to write 
their own.

Again, a model is provided. Hopefully 
students will be able to construct their 
own without a further class model, but 
there are quotations to choose from if 
you need to model another example 
paragraph with the class.

Editing
Students edit their own work using the checklist to guide them. 

As this is lesson 6 of 12, this could be 
used as a mid-point assessment. 

Mastery Assessment Plenary
Students complete quiz. Address misconceptions.

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini whiteboards? 
Physical ‘tickets’? Hand signals? Cold 
calling? …?
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Which of these phrases are from the poem 
‘Pigeons’?

Extension: What do the metaphors and similes tell us 
about pigeons? Which poem are the other 
metaphors from?

• Small blue busybodies
• Sit quiet as a mole 
• Dark dimples of sound slide like slow 

bubbles
• Elusive, scattery as petals
• Their heads like tiny hammers
• And are gone

Pigeons – Lesson 2
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Which of these phrases are from the poem 
‘Pigeons’?

Extension: What do the metaphors and similes tell us 
about pigeons? Which poem are the other 
metaphors from?

• Small blue busybodies
• Sit quiet as a mole (‘Sally’)
• Dark dimples of sound slide like slow 

bubbles
• Elusive, scattery as petals (‘Sally’)
• Their heads like tiny hammers
• And are gone
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• I can analyse the poem ‘Pigeons’ and 
create my own analytical paragraph.



Last lesson we looked 
at a poem about 
pigeons.

Today we are going to 
write about the poem 

Before we do, let’s 
read the poem again. 

They paddle with staccato feet
In powder-pools of sunlight, 
Small blue busybodies
Strutting like fat gentlemen
With hands clasped
Under their swallowtail coats;
And, as they stump about
Their heads like tiny hammers
Tap at imaginary nails
In non-existent walls.
Elusive ghosts of sunshine
Slither down the green gloss
Of their necks an instant, and are gone.

Summer hangs drugged from sky to earth
In limpid fathoms of silence:
Only warm dark dimples of sound
Slide like slow bubbles
From the contented throats.

Raise a casual hand –
With one quick gust
They fountain into air.
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’
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The sound pigeons’ feet 
make when walking

The way pigeons walk

The movement of 
pigeons’ heads

The sound of 
pigeons cooing

The way pigeons 
fly into the air

‘staccato feet’

‘Strutting like 
fat gentlemen’

‘Heads 
like tiny 

hammers’

‘warm dimples of 
sound / Slide like 

slow bubbles’

‘They 
fountain 
into air’

These are the tenors
from the poem.

Can you remember the 
vehicle for each of 

these tenors? You can 
mark these on the 

poem.
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Last lesson, we learned that the things the tenor and 
the vehicle have in common has a name.

The things they have in common are 
called the GROUND. 

The more ground the tenor and vehicle share, the 
better the metaphor.



Tenor: the way their heads 
move

“heads like tiny hammers”

Neither are clever!

Their heads make 
quick 

movements back 
and forth

Pigeons’ beaks 
are powerful

Pigeons’ heads are 
small, delicate

We are now going to fill in the ground for the remaining 
metaphors and similes. For example:

‘P
ig

eo
ns

’

Extension: Find the ground for another metaphor in 
‘Pigeons’.p.13



Write a definition for each of the following:

Tenor:

Vehicle:

Ground:

Write your own metaphor for a pigeon 
and identify the tenor, vehicle and 
ground.
Think about movement, sound, smell, sight 
etc and pick a suitable vehicle.



You are going to use your notes about the ground 
(things that the tenor and vehicle share in common)  to 
answer the question:
How does the poet present the pigeons in this poem?

Let’s write a paragraph together.

1. Write your topic   
sentence.

‘P
ig

eo
ns

’

2. Introduce and provide     
the quotation.

3. Using your notes about 
the ground to guide 
you, explain what the 
quotation suggests 
about the pigeons.

When you write your paragraph:



The poet presents the pigeons as moving 
awkwardly when they are not flying. 

How does Kell present the pigeons in this poem?
‘P

ig
eo

ns
’

1. Write your topic sentence.

3. Using your notes about the ground to guide you, 
explain what the quotation suggests about the pigeons.

2. Introduce and provide the quotation.

This metaphor suggests 
that they waddle on the ground quite inelegantly. In 
particular, the word ‘paddle’ implies that walking is 
quite hard work for the birds so that they are quite slow. 
However, the word ‘staccato’ suggests that the steps 
are also quite light, which captures how their feet gently
patter on the ground. Even though they are awkward, 
they are still quite delicate. 

Kell describes how 
they ‘paddle with staccato feet’. 



You are going to use your notes about the ground to 
answer the question:

Aim to write 2-3 paragraphs in response to this 
question.

1. Write your topic 
sentence.

2. Introduce and provide 
the quotation.

3. Using your notes about 
the ground to guide you, 
explain what the 
quotation suggests 
about the pigeons.

‘P
ig

eo
ns

’
How does Kell present the pigeons in this poem?



 Check 1: Are there any run-on sentences?
 Check 2: Does each proper noun begin 

with a capital?
 Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 

and accurately?
 Check 4: Have you checked your 

spellings? E.g. pigeons, Kell

When you’ve finished, 
check your writing.
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What is an example of the ground
for this quotation?

‘fountain into the air’

a) Pigeons can fly.
b) Pigeons seem to shoot into the air.
c) Pigeons sit on fountains.
d) Pigeons’ flight can be beautiful.
e) In this poem, pigeons fly into a fountain.
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What is an example of the ground

for this quotation?
‘fountain into the air’

a) Pigeons can fly.
b) Pigeons seem to shoot into the air.
c) Pigeons sit on fountains.
d) Pigeons’ flight can be beautiful.
e) In this poem, pigeons fly into a fountain.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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