
Describe what 
you can see in 
these pictures.

Try and use 
your senses to 

help you.

In these 
pictures I can 

see…

I can hear…
I can touch…
I can smell….
I can taste…



What was life like on 
the Home Front 
during WWII?

05/04/2022

Learning Intentions:
-Describe features of the Home 
Front.
Explain how life changed because of 
the Blitz, rationing, the Home Guard 
and evacuation.
-Assess the impact of Home Front 
life on British people. 

Fundamental British Values: 
Mutual respect, tolerance

Today’s Title:

How can war 
affect the 

lives of many 
different 
people? 

Home Front

Goodnight Mr Tom

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Battle of Britain?

Previous lesson:

Key Words

Blitzkrieg
Home Front
Rationing
Evacuation

These words will be defined in 
todays lesson!



What was the Home Front?

Answer: Although it was the men who went off to fight the war, the 
people left behind at home also had a part to play in the war. The 
Home Front is the name given to the effect of the war on people’s 

everyday lives.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5m80NLO_rg

Watch the video and write down what you 
think is meant by the Home Front.

Challenge: What things might impact life on 
the Home Front? Use the video to help you 
identify events/different things that might 
impact life on the Home Front.



The Blitz The Home Guard

Rationing Evacuation
The Home Front

Use the information booklet you have been given to find out about these 4 areas of life on the 
Home Front. 

Record 3 facts in each box. 

Challenge: Create a 10 question quiz in your book on what you have learned about the Home 
Front. You must record the answers so you can test a partner with the questions.



The Blitz

The 'Blitz' – from the German term Blitzkrieg ('lightning 
war')

Carried out from September 1940 until May 1941 by the 
Luftwaffe (German airforce).

London was then bombed for 57 consecutive nights, and 
often during daytime too. London experienced regular 
attacks and on 10-11 May 1941 was hit by its biggest raid. 

The Home Guard

Rationing Evacuation
The Home Front

Model



The Blitz The Home Guard

Rationing Evacuation
The Home Front



The Blitz

The 'Blitz' – from the German term Blitzkrieg ('lightning war') – was 
the continued campaign of airborne bombing attacks on British 
towns and cities carried out by the Luftwaffe (German Air Force) 
from September 1940 until May 1941.

The Blitz began on 7 September, 'Black Saturday', when German 
bombers attacked London, leaving 430 dead and 1,600 injured. 
London was then bombed for 57 consecutive nights, and often 
during daytime too. London experienced regular attacks and on 10-
11 May 1941 was hit by its biggest raid. German bombers dropped 
711 tons of high explosive. 1,436 civilians were killed. However, this 
proved to be the last major raid until January 1943.

While London was bombed more heavily and more often than 
anywhere else in Britain, the Blitz was an attack on the whole 
country. Very few areas were left untouched by air raids. In relatively 
small compact cities, the impact of a severe air raid could be 
devastating.

From mid-November 1940, major regional cities and industrial 
centres were targeted. In early 1941 another wave of attacks began, 
primarily against ports. Respite finally came from June when much of 
the Luftwaffe was directed against Russia and targets in the 
Mediterranean.

In these nine months, over 43,500 residents were killed.



The Home Guard
The Home Guard was set up in May 1940 as Britain's 
'last line of defence' against German invasion. Members 
of this 'Dad's Army' were usually men above or below 
the age of conscription and those unfit or not qualified 
for front line military service.

On 14 May 1940, Secretary of State for War Anthony 
Eden made a broadcast calling for men between the 
ages of 17 and 65 to join a new force, the Local Defence 
Volunteers (LDV). By July, nearly 1.5 million men had 
joined and the name of this people's army was changed 
to the more inspiring Home Guard.

The Home Guard was at first a disorganised military 
group, with limited and often make-do uniforms and 
weaponry. Yet it changed into a well-equipped and well-
trained army of 1.7 million men. Men of the Home 
Guard were not only readied for invasion, but also 
performed other roles including bomb disposal and 
manning anti-aircraft and coastal artillery. Over the 
course of the war 1,206 men of the Home Guard were 
killed on duty or died of wounds.

With the Allied armies advancing towards Germany and 
the threat of invasion or raids over, the Home Guard was 
stood down on 3 December 1944.



Rationing

In January 1940, the British government introduced food rationing. The 
scheme was designed to ensure fair shares for all at a time of national 
shortage.

The Ministry of Food was responsible for overseeing rationing. Every 
man, woman and child was given a ration book with coupons. These 
were required before rationed goods could be purchased.

Basic foodstuffs such as sugar, meat, fats, bacon and cheese were 
directly rationed by an allowance of coupons. Housewives had to 
register with particular retailers.

A number of other items, such as tinned goods, dried fruit, cereals and 
biscuits, were rationed using a points system. The number of points 
allocated changed according to availability and consumer demand. 
Priority allowances of milk and eggs were given to those most in need, 
including children and expectant mothers.

Not all foods were rationed. Fruit and vegetables were never rationed 
but were often in short supply, especially tomatoes, onions and fruit 
shipped from overseas. The government encouraged people to grow 
vegetables in their own gardens and allotments. Many public parks 
were also used for this purpose. The scheme became better known as 
‘Dig For Victory’.



Evacuation
Fear that German bombing would cause 
civilian deaths prompted the government to 
evacuate children, mothers with infants and 
the infirm (sick) from British towns and cities 
during the Second World War. 

Evacuation took place in several waves. The 
first came on 1 September 1939 - the day 
Germany invaded Poland and two days 
before the British declaration of war. Over 
the course of three days 1.5 million evacuees 
were sent to rural locations considered to be 
safe.

Evacuation was voluntary, but the fear of 
bombing, the closure of many urban schools 
and the organised transportation of school 
groups helped persuade families to send 
their children away to live with strangers. 

The schoolchildren in this photograph 
assembled at Myrdle School in 
Stepney at 5am on 1 September 1939. 
The adults accompanying them are 
wearing arm bands, which identify 
them as volunteer marshals.



Knowledge Check!

1. True or False: The Home Guard was originally not well organised.

2. What does Blitzkrieg mean?

3. What was the Blitz?

4. What was rationing? 

5. Describe what evacuation was.



Knowledge Check!

1. True or False: The Home Guard was originally not well organised.

2. What does Blitzkrieg mean? Lightning war

3. What was the Blitz? continued campaign of airborne bombing 
attacks on British towns and cities carried out by the Luftwaffe 
(German Air Force) from September 1940 until May 1941.

4. What was rationing? A scheme that was designed to ensure fair 
shares for all at a time of national shortage e.g. share out 
food.

5. Describe what evacuation was. Sending children, mothers and 
infants, and the infirm to safe locations during WWII.



Write a letter to someone at war explaining 
what life is like on the Home Front.
Success criteria!

5 points: Correct 
letter style. 

10 points: 
Correct SPAG. 

10 points: Every explained 
point about how your life has 
changed due to rationing. 

15 points: Explain 
the impact the Blitz 
and evacuation have 
had on your life. 

10 points: Explain what 
has stayed the same in 
your life. 15 points: Explain 

how life has 
changed because 
of the Blitz. 

30 points: Assess if 
these changes have 
been positive or 
negative to your life 
overall. 

30 points: Assess if 
these changes have been 
positive or negative to 
your country.  


