
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Nichols and Willis write about physical journeys that have emotional or 

spiritual meanings.

• Comparative statements draw comparisons between two texts

• Comparative statements can be used to frame an analytical 

discussion of two texts
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Do Now- Retrieval

1. Who was Wallace Willis? 

2. What was call and response? 

3. What is a refrain? 

4. What is the refrain in ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’? 

What does Nichols mean by a ‘spiritual reconnection with the landscape’? 

Explore idea of spiritual, emotional or figurative journeys, not just physical ones.

Extension: In what ways is ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ a spiritual poem? 

Comparison

Recap comparative statements. 

Read ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ and ‘Wherever I Hang’

Recap the two poems – prompt on any tricky vocab or sentences from previous 

lessons.

On second reading, highlight words to do with journeys. Emphasise that you are 

looking for emotional and spiritual journeys, not just physical ones.

Close reading of first stanza of ‘Wherever I Hang’

Model identifying aspects of journeys in ‘Wherever I Hang’ in first stanza.

Students continue independently with the rest of the poem and ‘Swing Low’

Review evidence from both as whole class.

Comparative statements

Compare how the poets present journeys in ‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, 

Sweet Chariot’. Model coming up with comparative statements for this title. 

Then students create more on their own, and share with whole class.

Extended Writing

Model writing a paragraph for one of the comparative statements.

Students then select their own comparative statement and write a paragraph 

answering the question: Compare how the poets present journeys in ‘Wherever I 
Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 

Fortnightly quiz

Students to complete 10-question mastery quiz. Either peer mark and address 

misconceptions in the moment, or return to this next lesson.



Comparison 2: Wherever I Hang and 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
LO: Compare how the poets present journeys in 

‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’.
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w Retrieval
1. Who was Wallace Willis? 

2. What was call and response? 

3. What is a refrain? 

4. What is the refrain in ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot’? 

Retrieval
1. Wallace Willis was a slave in America in the 

1800s. 
2. Call and response is where the leader sings 

a line and then the groups responds. 
3. A refrain is a repeated phrase or line of a 

poem
4. The refrain in ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ is 

“coming for to carry me home.”

Retrieval
1. Who was Wallace Willis? 

2. What was call and response? 

3. What is a refrain? 

4. What is the refrain in ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot’? 



In an interview, Nichols 

described her journey 

back to Guyana as a 

‘spiritual reconnection 

with the landscape’.

What does Nichols 

mean by this? 

Extension: In what ways is ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ 

a spiritual poem? 



• Nichols describes the personal impact the journey 

has on her and she changes who she is because of 

it.

• Nichols leaves her home with the hope of migrating 

somewhere better.

• She is still strongly torn between her spiritual home in 

Guyana and her new home in England.

• ‘Wherever I Hang’ isn’t just about a physical journey. 

It’s about an emotional and spiritual journey that 
changes Nichols's personality.



Comparison

During this poetry unit, we will work on comparing two poems. 
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Why do we compare?

• To identify the similarities and differences

between poems.

• To see how different poets, with different 

backgrounds and interests, write about the 

same topic. 

• To see how different writers use the same 

literary techniques.

• To see how views on topics have changed

over time.

Comparing two things also allows us to 

understand the individual poems better, too. 

How do we compare? 

• We will be looking at how different poets write 

about the same topic: journeys. 

• The point is not to say which poem is better or 

worse.



Compare how the poets present journeys in 

‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot’. 

We are going to plan and write a response to this 

question:

First, let’s read the two poems again to remind 
ourselves what happens in each poem.
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Now, we will read the poems again.
This time, as we read, highlight any words or phrases 

that are about journeys. 

Remember to think about emotional and spiritual 

journeys, not just physical ones!

Let’s do the first stanza of ‘Wherever I Hang’ 
together. 
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Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 
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Highlight any words or phrases that are about 
journeys. 

But I still miss back-home side

To tell you de truth

I don’t know really where I belaang

Yes, divided to de ocean 

Divided to the bone

Wherever I hang me knickers – that’s my 

home. 

Nichols uses dialect to 

express how she feels 

emotionally connected to 

her home. 

As Nichols reflects on her journey, she 

still misses her home but feels torn 

between the two. 

Nichols writes 

metaphorically of the 

feelings of being an 

immigrant, she feels 

division to her very 

anatomical core.
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In pairs, continue to highlight and annotate 
where the poets write about journeys. 

Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 



Reviewing our evidence

Here are some quotations you may have found to 

discuss: 

‘Wherever I Hang’ ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’

1. ‘I leave me people, me land, 

me home’

2. ‘I forsake de sun’

3. ‘But I still miss back-home side’

4. ‘I don’t know really where I 

belaang’

5. ‘Divided to the bone’

1. ‘Swing low, sweet chariot, 

Coming for to carry me home’

2. ‘I looked over Jordan’

3. ‘A band of angels coming after 

me’

4. ‘When Jesus washed my sins 

away’ 

5. ‘But still my soul feels heavenly 

bound’ 

Top Tip: In poetry writing, we show that a sentence has gone on to the next line by 
using the forward slash ( / ) symbol.
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Comparative Statements 

We want to see how different poets write about the 

same topic. We want to understand what the poets 

have done and why they have done it that way. 

You are going to write an answer to this question: 

A good essay contains comparative 

statements throughout. These statements 

clearly explain what the poems have in 

common and how they are different. 

Let’s write a comparative statement for 

this question together. 

Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 



Here are two examples of comparative statements for 

this question:

Comparative Statements 

A good essay contains comparative statements 

throughout. These statements clearly explain what the 

poems have in common and how they are different. 

• Both poets portray the transformative power of emotional 
journeys. 

• Nichols expresses how her physical journey has changed 
her personality and emotions, whereas Willis looks forward 
to a journey that will transform his life.

In pairs, create two more comparative statements for 

this question. 
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Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 



What comparative statements did you create?

• Both poets describe their journeys in physical and emotional 

terms.

• Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly 

home. 

• Nichols writes about journeying away from her home and 

finding a new one, whereas Willis looks forward to journeying to 

his true spiritual home in heaven.

• Nichols describes the physical landscape of London and shows 

how it has changed her, whereas Willis uses religious imagery 

to describe a journey to heaven. 
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Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 
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You are going to use one of your comparative 

statements to write a paragraph on this question:

Here’s how you can structure your paragraph:
1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from 

‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

4. Explain how Willis presents journeys in ‘Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ that 

supports your comparative statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in 

similar or different ways

Let’s do an example together. 

Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 
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whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. Nichols reflects on this 

journey saying that she is ‘divided to de ocean / Divided to the 

bone’ suggesting that the journey is mainly physical but also 

perhaps emotional in the way it impacts her inner being. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. Nichols reflects on this 

journey saying that she is ‘divided to de ocean / Divided to the 

bone’ suggesting that the journey is mainly physical but also 

perhaps emotional in the way it impacts her inner being. 

However, Willis uses a biblical story to describe the spiritual 

journey to heaven which embodied the struggle of slaves. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. Nichols reflects on this 

journey saying that she is ‘divided to de ocean / Divided to the 

bone’ suggesting that the journey is mainly physical but also 

perhaps emotional in the way it impacts her inner being. 

However, Willis uses a biblical story to describe the spiritual 

journey to heaven which embodied the struggle of slaves. 

Though the speaker is ‘sometimes up and sometimes down’, he 

states that he still feels ‘heavenly bound’. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. Nichols reflects on this 

journey saying that she is ‘divided to de ocean / Divided to the 

bone’ suggesting that the journey is mainly physical but also 

perhaps emotional in the way it impacts her inner being. 

However, Willis uses a biblical story to describe the spiritual 

journey to heaven which embodied the struggle of slaves. 

Though the speaker is ‘sometimes up and sometimes down’, he 

states that he still feels ‘heavenly bound’. Willis speaks of the 

spiritual as if it were a physical reality for the speaker. 

Nichols describes travelling between Guyana and England, 

whereas Willis speaks of a spiritual voyage to a heavenly home. 

In ‘Wherever I Hang’, Nichols explains that she ‘forsakes’ her 

familiar life in Guyana to travel to London. Nichols reflects on this 

journey saying that she is ‘divided to de ocean / Divided to the 

bone’ suggesting that the journey is mainly physical but also 

perhaps emotional in the way it impacts her inner being. 

However, Willis uses a biblical story to describe the spiritual 

journey to heaven which embodied the struggle of slaves. 

Though the speaker is ‘sometimes up and sometimes down’, he 

states that he still feels ‘heavenly bound’. Willis speaks of the 

spiritual as if it were a physical reality for the speaker. Both poets 

describe spiritual or emotional journeys in tangible and physical 

ways, suggesting the connection between travel and identity. 

1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from ‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

4. Explain how Willis presents journeys in ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ that supports your 
comparative statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in similar or different ways

Compare how the 
poets present 

journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ 
and ‘Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot’. 



Now write your own paragraph on this question:

You can structure your paragraph in this way:
1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from 

‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

4. Explain how Willis presents journeys in ‘Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ that 

supports your comparative statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in 

similar or different ways
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Compare how the poets present journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 



❑ Check 1: Have you used a comparative 
statement?

❑ Check 2: Are there any run-on sentences?

❑ Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 
and accurately?

❑ Check 4: Have you checked your 
spellings?

When you’ve finished, check your 

writing.
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Quiz time!

Circle the correct answers for quiz 1.
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Quiz answers

1. acd

2. ac

3. cd

4. be

5. bc

6. bd

7. ae

8. bd

9. ae

10. ac
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

