
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• A poem can have different vehicles for the same tenor
• A poem can present its tenor in different ways
• The ground is the common feature between the tenor and the vehicle
• Reviewing topic sentences
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Do Now
Students select a quotation from 'Sally' which they think would be the richest 
to explore. They need to justify their choice (i.e. the third quotation contains a 
metaphor). The extension sees students identify the vehicles in each 
metaphor.
Clip
Students are reminded that Hesketh used a number of vehicles to describe 
‘Sally’. They are told that today’s poem, ‘Pigeons’, will also use a number of 
different vehicles. Pupils then watch a clip of pigeons and consider different 
possible vehicles for them. 
‘Pigeons’ – vocabulary
Pupils match up the definitions to the key words. The words have images 
alongside them to help them with this. ‘Elusive’ has been studied in ‘Sally’ –
try to bring this prior learning through in this activity.
Preparing to read ‘Pigeons’
Explain that the poet decided to write about a number of different aspects 
of pigeons in his poem. These are all tenors.
‘Pigeons’
Read the poem to students. Provide students with a list of tenors in the poem. 
They then re-read the poem to find the vehicles in the poem. Students write 
their answers on the table in the booklet. 
At this stage students do not need to start considering the ground (right hand 
column) – this is for the later activity.

Poem: ‘Pigeons’
Resource: Pigeons – vehicles and ground
You may want to model the first one or 
two, and possibly explain some of the 
images so students can match them 
quickly and accurately.

What do the tenor and vehicle have in common?
Teacher models how to annotate a quotation to find out what the tenor and 
vehicle have in common. The teacher explains that what the tenor and 
vehicle have in common has a name: the ground. Students need to work out 
the ground for two other metaphors in the poem, ‘Pigeons’. They complete 
this on the table in their booklet. Students only do this for the first three 
quotations on the resource, hence why the cells below are greyed out. In the 
next lesson, students will find the remaining grounds. 

Poem: ‘Pigeons’
Resource: Pigeons – vehicles and ground
You may want students to fill in all grounds 
so that the next lesson is entirely devoted 
to writing.

Topic sentences
In preparation for the next lesson, students are told the question they will be 
answering (‘How does Kell present pigeons?’) and reminded that they will 
need to write accurate topic sentences. Students then compose three topic 
sentences, using the ground to help them.
Mastery
Students complete quiz. Address misconceptions.

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini whiteboards? Physical 
‘tickets’? Hand signals? Cold calling? …?



Spellings 1 – 10 in the back of your book, please.
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• She was a dog-rose kind of girl.
• Sally teased the boys.
• On dull days she’d sit quietly.
• She played until the sun had set.
• Sally’s mother scolded her.
• You felt the sun saved under her skin. 

Extension: Identify the 
vehicle in each of the 
metaphors. 

Which of these are examples of metaphor?

Pigeons – Lesson 1
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• She was a dog-rose kind of girl.
• Sally teased the boys.
• On dull days she’d sit quietly.
• She played until the sun had set.
• Sally’s mother scolded her.
• You felt the sun saved under her skin. 

Extension: The vehicles are 
‘dog-rose’ and ‘the sun’.

Which of these are examples of metaphor?



So far, the poems we looked at have always used the 
same tenor throughout.
We have also seen that a single poem can have lots 
of different vehicles. For example,

Sally was compared to a dog-rose, petals, 
and feathers.

Today’s poem uses lots of 
different vehicles to describe 
pigeons. 

‘P
ig

eo
ns

’



Have a look at how pigeons walk and coo. 

Extension: Write three of your own metaphors or similes 
to describe pigeons.

Think of three good vehicles (things to compare them to)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVJKrWVnpv4&list=PLKcDUb9HK6p2_XHhwty4NEOiZ2n_FtdbR&index=38


Before we read, match the definitions to the key 
words. Use the images to help you.

a series of short, sharp, 
separate sounds

a style of jacket that has 
long splits at the back

a distance used to 
measure depth of water

see through/clear

difficult to achieve or to 
get hold of

Key words Definition

staccato

elusive

swallowtail

fathoms

limpid
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These are some of the things the poet decided to 
write about when he wrote a poem about pigeons. 

• The movement of pigeons’ feet
• The sound pigeons’ feet make when walking
• The way pigeons walk
• The movement of pigeons’ heads
• The sound of pigeons cooing
• The way pigeons fly into the air‘P

ig
eo

ns
’



Let’s read the poem 
‘Pigeons’ by Richard 
Kell (1927 – )

They paddle with staccato feet
In powder-pools of sunlight, 
Small blue busybodies
Strutting like fat gentlemen
With hands clasped
Under their swallowtail coats;
And, as they stump about
Their heads like tiny hammers
Tap at imaginary nails
In non-existent walls.
Elusive ghosts of sunshine
Slither down the green gloss
Of their necks an instant, and are gone.

Summer hangs drugged from sky to earth
In limpid fathoms of silence:
Only warm dark dimples of sound
Slide like slow bubbles
From the contented throats.

Raise a casual hand –
With one quick gust
They fountain into air.

‘P
ig
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ns

’
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Highlight and 
annotate the new 
vocabulary in the 
poem.



Read the poem again. Underneath each tenor
on the table, write the appropriate vehicle. 
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The movement of pigeons’ feet

The sound pigeons’ feet make when 
walking

The way pigeons walk

The movement of pigeons’ heads

The sound of pigeons cooing

The way pigeons fly into the air

“They paddle” (line 1)

“staccato feet” (line 1)

“strutting like fat gentlemen” (line 4)

“heads like tiny hammers” (line 8)

“warm dark dimples of sound” (line 16-17)

“fountain into the air” (line 21)
p.11



Tenor: the movement of pigeons’ feet

“They paddle”

Slow 
movements 

with feet
Slightly awkward 

movements

Not at home on 
the ground

They are better suited 
elsewhere - like the air

They don’t move 
quickly on the 

ground

‘P
ig

eo
ns

’
Let’s think about why the poet chose this 
metaphor. What do the tenor and 
vehicle have in common? 
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In our example, the tenor is pigeons.

The things the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common has a name.
The things they have in common are called 
the GROUND.

The GROUND is
•Slightly awkward movements
•Slow movements with feet
•They don’t move quickly
•Not at home on the ground
•Better suited elsewhere 

The more interesting the GROUND, the better.
Fill in the ground for two other metaphors in ‘Pigeons’. 
Do this on the table in your booklet. There are images 
on the next slide to help you.p. 9

The vehicle is ‘they paddle’.



Tenor: the sound pigeons’ feet make when walking

“staccato feet”

‘P
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’

p.9

“strutting like fat 
gentlemen”

Tenor: the way pigeons walk

Find the ground for another metaphor and simile from ‘Pigeons’.



Tenor: the sound pigeons’ feet make when walking

“staccato feet”‘P
ig
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ns

’

p. 9

Their claws make 
tapping sounds

There is 
something 

musical about 
their walk

Their claws 
are sharp

There is something 
delicate about 
their movement
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’
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“strutting like fat 
gentlemen”

Tenor: the way pigeons walk

They look a bit 
ridiculous

There is something 
arrogant about 

their walk

They look like they might fall over
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In the next lesson, you will write analytical 
paragraphs in response to this question:

A topic sentence does three important things:
It answers the question.
It says something accurate.
It focusses on one thing.

In ‘Oliver Twist’ and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ we 
looked at writing accurate topic sentences:

How does Kell present pigeons in this poem?

For example: How does Shakespeare present Egeus?

Shakespeare presents Egeus as severe.

Shakespeare presents Egeus as vulnerable.

A topic sentence does three important things:
It answers the question.
It says something accurate.
It focusses on one thing.

A topic sentence does three important things:
It answers the question.
It says something accurate.
It focusses on one thing.
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Write three topic sentences that would answer the 
question.

How does Kell present pigeons in this poem?
Use the ground to help you write something 
accurate. For example:

Kell presents pigeons as silly birds.



M
as

te
ry

What is an example of the ground
for this quotation?

‘They paddle with staccato feet’

a) Pigeons have feet.
b) Pigeons can play musical instruments.
c) Pigeons are not good swimmers.
d) Pigeons make a quiet tapping sound when they 

walk.
e) Pigeons have staccato feet.
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What is an example of the ground

for this quotation?
‘They paddle with staccato feet’

a) Pigeons have feet.
b) Pigeons can play musical instruments.
c) Pigeons are not good swimmers.
d) Pigeons make a quiet tapping sound when they 

walk.
e) Pigeons have staccato feet.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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