
The Russian Revolution 

In the 19th century Russia was a very unequal country. Most of the people who 

lived there were very poor and had little education. They had tough lives and 

were bossed around by their rulers. The main Russian ruler was known as the Tsar. 

The Tsar had all the power in Russia. There were no elections, no parliament, and 

no democracy. The Tsar could do what he wanted. 

Many of the Russian people disliked this. They were treated terribly, 

some of them hardly any better than slaves. They had to work hard 

but all the product of their hard work was taken by the rich upper-

class Russians who did no work at all.  

The ordinary Russian people started to protest against this system 

of government. They said that instead of being run by the Tsar, 

they wanted to be run by a system called communism. 

Communism was a system of government that had been invented 

by a German man called Karl Marx. Under communism, everyone 

would be equal. Everyone would work the same amount and 

everyone would get the same amount of money and food. Marx said it would be 

much fairer than being ruled by someone like the Tsar. 

In 1917 the Russian people rebelled against their 

leader, Tsar Nicholas II. This event was known as the 

Russian Revolution. The leaders of the Revolution were 

the communists. The Russian Revolution was led by a 

man called Lenin. Lenin died about ten years after the 

revolution.  

During the Russian Revolution, the Tsar was killed and 

all of the other rich people were either killed or had to 

leave Russia. After Lenin died, the two leaders of 

communist Russia were called Joseph Stalin and Leon 

Trotsky. Trotsky had led the Russian army when it defeated the rich Russians in 1918. 

However, Stalin was in control of the secret police.  

The communists were now the established rulers of Russia. But the communist rulers 

soon began arguing amongst themselves. Stalin and Trotsky disagreed with how 

the country should be run.  

To make things worse, the communists did not give the ordinary people any more 

freedom than they had under the Tsar. They didn’t allow people to vote on who 

the ruler should be, and they didn’t allow people to speak their minds. 

George Orwell had watched developments in 

Russia with a keen eye. To begin with, he liked 

the general idea of communism because he 

thought it was much fairer than any other system 

of government. But he was upset by what he 

saw happening in Russia. He felt that Stalin had 

betrayed the true meaning of communism, and 

that he had become just as bad as the Tsars 

who he had replaced.  
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