Icon guide
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity.

This task may be completed in small groups.
This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to
complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.
The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion.
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This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson.
Please note, there is also an MCQ in this lesson. If you wish, you can move the fortnightly quiz
to a different lesson.

Mastery Content

Mastery Content:
In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:
• The poem Sally describes a lively and difficult girl
• The poem uses a variety of vehicles to describe Sally
• A metaphor reveals something new or interesting about its tenor

Lesson Guide

Do Now:
Review key vocab from poem and which one best describes Sally.
Metaphor
Re-introduce metaphor and key terms. Recap some examples of
metaphor from previous poems.
We will be re-reading Sally with a focus on metaphor.
‘Sally’
Re-read Sally to refresh students of the poem. You may also want tor
review the questions students answered in the previous lesson.
Tenor and vehicle
Recap definitions of tenor and vehicle. Students need to identify the
vehicle for each of the comparisons in the poem. This is essentially a finertuned version of the previous activity, ensuring students are growing more
accustomed to the terminology of ‘tenor’ and ‘vehicle’.
Exploring imagery in ‘Sally’
Now students have identified the vehicles in the poem, they need to
explore what each of them reveal about Sally.
Model the first example (dog-rose kind of girl). Emphasise that students
need to write in full sentences for each of their explorations. Ask for at
least three good statements per quotation.
Review with students (there are answers in the presentation) and capture
other suggestions.
Writing about ‘Sally’
There is an opportunity for students to write their answer to the question,
What does Hesketh want to show us about Sally?
The question is phrased in this way to allow students to write one clear
paragraph. A model is provided so that students can review their answer.
Mastery
Which statements are correct? Address misconceptions.

Poem – ‘Sally’

Resource: Sally – What do we learn?
There is a model here, but if students
are still struggling there are more
examples to help students get on
their way.

Do Now

Monday, 04 April 2022
All of these images are from Phoebe Hesketh’s poem, ‘Sally’.

What is the name for each of these images?

petals

briars / thorns

wild lion

dog-rose flower

mole

feathers

Extension: Which image best shows what Sally is like?
Why?

Mastery content

I can iREACT
• I can analyse the poem ‘Sally’ and create
my own analytical paragraph.

Metaphor

This term we have been looking at metaphors and
similes.
A metaphor is a way of describing something.
It is not a literal description.
Metaphors work by comparing two things that are
not the same.
There are two parts to a metaphor and simile:
PART ONE: The part that names. This is the thing you
want to try and describe to your audience.
This is called the tenor.
PART TWO: The imaginative idea you come up with to
help your audience understand it. This is the ‘made
up’ bit.
This is called the vehicle.

Metaphor

Here are some examples of metaphors and similes we
have already looked at this term.
• The fog comes on little cat feet.
• Tenor – fog
• Vehicle – a cat

• The leaves break from the trees with a faint sound,
like steps of passing ghosts.
• Tenor – the sound of
leaves breaking from a
tree
• Vehicle – the noise of
ghosts walking

Today, we are going to return to the poem ‘Sally’.
We are going to look at the imagery in this poem.

‘Sally’

Let’s remind ourselves of the poem by reading it
through twice. As we re-read, think about this
question:
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Why might Sally’s parents feel frustrated with their
daughter? How do you know they feel frustrated?

‘Sally’

Sally
Phoebe Hesketh, 1909 – 2005
She was a dog-rose kind of girl:
Elusive, scattery as petals;
Scratchy sometimes, tripping you like briars.
She teased the boys
Turning this way and that, not to be tamed
Or taught any more than the wind.
Even in school the word ‘ought’ had no meaning
For Sally. On dull days
She’d sit quiet as a mole at her desk
Delving in thought.
But when the sun called
She was gone, running the blue day down
Till the warm hedgerows prickled the dusk
And moths flickered out.
Her mother scolded; Dad
Gave her the hazel switch,
Said her head was stuffed with feathers
And a starling tongue.
But they couldn’t take the shine out of her,
Even when it rained
You felt the sun saved under her skin.
She’d a way of escape
Laughing at you from the bright end of a tunnel,
Leaving you in the dark.

dog-rose – a type of flower
elusive – hard to catch
briars – thick, tough branches

delving – diving, searching
hedgerows – hedges at the
edge of fields
scolded – told off
hazel switch – cane
starling – a small bird

Tenor and vehicle

Tenor
Vehicle
The fog comes on little cat feet.
A metaphor is when you compare two things that are
not the same.
We know that a metaphor has two parts:
1. The thing you want to try and describe to your
audience is called the TENOR.
2. The imaginative idea you come up with to help
your audience understand it. This is the ‘made up’
bit. This is called the VEHICLE.

‘Sally’

In the poem, Sally is always the tenor.
Can you find all of the vehicles in these quotations?
She was a dog-rose kind of girl
Scattery as petals
Tripping you like briars
Not to be tamed (like an animal)
She’d sit quiet as a mole at her desk
Her head was stuffed with feathers
And a starling tongue
You felt the sun saved under her skin

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
•
•
•
•

She was a dog-rose kind of girl
Scattery as petals
Tripping you like briars
Or taught any more than the wind

You need to think of three things you
learn about Sally from this imagery
here.
Once you have done that, choose
two more metaphors or similes from
the poem and write down what they
tell you about Sally.
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Let’s do one together.

‘Sally’: What do we learn?
Write down three things you learn about Sally from each of these metaphors.
This tells us that Sally is pretty – but not beautiful in the
‘traditional’ sense.
Dog-rose is common in lots of gardens and parks.
Sally might spend a lot of time outside.
She was a dog-rose kind of girl

Scattery as petals

Tripping you like briars

Or taught any more than the wind
Write down the quotations you
want to write about here:

Write down the quotations you
want to write about here:

By comparing her to something that natural, we get
the impression she might be wild and untamed.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
She was a dog-rose kind of girl.

This tells us that Sally is
pretty – but not beautiful
in the ‘traditional’ sense.
Dog-rose is common in
lots of gardens and
parks. Sally might spend
a lot of time outside.
By comparing her to
something that natural,
we get the impression
she might be wild and
untamed.

You need to do the same for the other metaphors describing
Sally.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
• She was a dog-rose kind of girl
• Scattery as petals
• Tripping you like briars
• Or taught any more than the wind
Make sure you write in complete sentences.
‘Sally’: What do we learn?
Write down three things you learn about Sally from each of these metaphors.
This tells us that Sally is pretty – but not beautiful in the
‘traditional’ sense.
Dog-rose is common in lots of gardens and parks.
Sally might spend a lot of time outside.
She was a dog-rose kind of girl

By comparing her to something that natural, we get
the impression she might be wild and untamed.

Scattery as petals

Tripping you like briars

Or taught any more than the wind
Write down the quotations you
want to write about here:

Write down the quotations you
want to write about here:
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Extension: You then need to choose two more pieces
of imagery from the poem to write about.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
Scattery as petals

This tells us that
Sally is delicate.
She is
unpredictable and
a bit chaotic.
She is hard to
control.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
Tripping you like briars

This tells us that Sally
can be tricky.
She can have thorns –
sometime she can be
hurtful.
When you meet Sally,
it’s hard to leave her.
You get caught up with
her.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
Not to be tamed

This tells us that Sally is
wild and proud.
She can sometimes be
difficult.
She is at her best when
she does what she
wants – not what others
tell her.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.

She’d sit quiet as a mole at her desk
This tells us that Sally can
be quiet and shy.
She belongs with the earth
and nature.
Her thoughts are deep.

‘Sally’

Write down what each of these metaphors and similes
tell us about Sally.
You felt the sun saved under her skin
This tells us that Sally is
positive.
She is warm to others.
She is an inspiration, even
when people are down.

‘Sally’

You will be answering the question below:

What does Hesketh want to show us about Sally?
In ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, we looked at how to
choose quotations.
You should choose quotations from the text that:
 Show that the point is accurate.
 Avoid repeating the point.
 Last no more than two lines of your writing.
When you’re writing about a poem, it is also a good
idea to choose a quotation that contains a metaphor,
because it will usually give you more to say.
‘Scratchy sometimes,
tripping you like briars’

‘She teased the boys’

‘Sally’

You will be answering the question below:

What does Hesketh want to show us about Sally?
You should write one paragraph on this question. You
may want to write about:
• What Sally is like at school, or
• What Sally is like at home.

With your partner, decide which quotation you
will use.

‘Sally’

Write your answer to the question.

What does Hesketh want to show us about Sally?
You should write one paragraph on this question. You
may want to write about:
• What Sally is like at school, or
• What Sally is like at home.
For each paragraph:
1. Write your topic sentence.
2. Introduce and provide the quotation.
3. Explain what the quotation shows us about Sally.

introduce the quotation

explain the quotation

• This can be seen in the line…
• This is shown when it says…
• We see this when Hesketh
says…

• This suggests that…
• This conveys the sense that…
• This gives the impression
that…

Check your writing

When you’ve finished,
check your writing.
 Check 1: Are there any run-on sentences?
 Check 2: Does each proper noun begin
with a capital?
 Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly
and accurately?
 Check 4: Have you checked your
spellings? E.g. Hesketh

Sally

Edit your paragraph to make it even better
What does Hesketh want to show us about Sally?
1. Write your topic sentence.
2. Introduce and provide the quotation.
3. Explain what the quotation shows us about Sally.

Hesketh wants to show use that Sally is not traditionally
beautiful. This is shown when she says, ‘She was a dogrose kind of girl.’ This gives the impression that Sally is
quite a wild and untamed character as she is like a
flower that springs up in parks and gardens. By
comparing her to this flower, Hesketh might also be
suggesting that Sally spends a lot of time outside and in
nature. Unlike lots of other flowers, dog-roses have
thorns, which also suggests that Sally has a prickly side
to her. Hesketh may want to show the reader that Sally
is beautiful because she is natural.

Mastery

Which of the following are correct?
a)
b)
c)
d)

Sally is the tenor in the poem.
Hesketh uses one vehicle to describe Sally.
‘She teased the boys’ is a metaphor.
‘scattery as petals’ tells us Sally is delicate
and unpredictable.
e) ‘Not to be tamed' is a metaphor.

Review

Which of the following are correct?
a)
b)
c)
d)

Sally is the tenor in the poem.
Hesketh uses one vehicle to describe Sally.
‘She teased the boys’ is a metaphor.
‘scattery as petals’ tells us Sally is delicate
and unpredictable.
e) ‘Not to be tamed' is a metaphor.

Fortnightly Quiz

your your
quiz quiz
Get Complete
ready to mark
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

BD
BDE
BDE
AD
D

6. AC
7. AE
8. A
9. C
10. ACE

Feedback

Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

