
 “(The soldiers) have come back from a 
terrible and bitter battle, but still with 
their tired and half closed eyes is the spirit 
and cause in which they fight. That has not 
gone. That can never be taken”.  
 

Source A: BBC Cinema Broadcast, 
1940.  

“It was a massive defeat, it was a 
retreat. But it was turned into the most 
marvellous heart stirring miracle really”.  
 

Source B: Marian Holmes, Ex 
Downing Street Secretary, 
Speaking in 2014.  

Interviewer: How did people react when 
they saw you? 
 
Arthur Turner: On the, on the railway 
station, wonderful. You wouldn‛t think we‛d 
just run away from Dunkirk. The great 
British army. British forces, running away, 
you know, that sort of thing. But we were all 
surprised.   
 

Source C: Corporal Arthur Turner 
speaking to BBC History in 2000s.  

‘For us Germans the word 
“Dunkirchen” will stand for all time 
for victory in the greatest battle of 
annihilation in history. But, for the 
British and French who were there, 
it will remind them for the rest of 
their lives of a defeat that was 
heavier than any army had ever 
suffered before‛. 
 

Source D: Der Adler, A 
German Newspaper, 5th June 
1940.   

‘All too often people just think of Dunkirk 
as the time when scores of patriotic 
citizens leapt into their small craft to aid 
their army in its hour of need... Rarely do 
people think about… the Royal Navy and the 
larger vessels that were responsible for 
rescuing the massive majority of troops. 
Dunkirk became a necessary myth... Dunkirk 
was the beginning of the end of the Third 
Reich‛. 
 

Source E: Patrick Wilson, Historian 
of History Today, 2000.   

‘If Dunkirk has gone down as a 
heroic defeat, it wasn‛t like that 
to those who took part. It was a 
shambles, in which a poorly 
trained and under-equipped army 
was totally outflanked and 
outfought by two superior 
German armies invading France‛. 
 

Source F: Adrian Hamilton 
(father was at Dunkirk), The 
Independent (Newspaper), 
21st May 2010.   


