
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Auden and Nichols write about physical journeys

• Comparative statements draw comparisons between two texts

• Comparative statements can be used to frame an analytical 

discussion of two texts
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Do Now
1. In which decade was ‘The Night Mail’ written?
2. What is a present participle verb? 
3. Why did Auden use present participle verbs in ‘The Night Mail’?
4. Where did the night mail train travel to and from? 
Comparison
There is a explanation of what comparison is and why we do it as literary students. This is 
a crucial slide to explain carefully as it is new to the English Mastery cohort and a key skill 
for this unit.

There are extended explanatory 
notes in the comments section 
below the slide. Teachers may 
wish to consult these as they will 
provide a guideline for our 
perspective on comparison 
going forward. 

Introduce the comparison question – physical journeys 
Re-read the two poems again. Then read again with the focus on physical journeys. The 
first stanza of ‘Wherever I Hang’ is given as an example. Students then continue to 
highlight and annotate where poets refer to physical journeys in their poems. 

There is another copy of the 
poems that appear on the 
same page which teachers may 
find helpful to use. 

Reviewing our evidence
Students are given a selection of quotations that refer to physical journeys. 

Teachers may wish to adapt
how this resource is used. 

Comparative Statements
Students are introduced to comparative statements. We feel that this is a crucial skill for 
the traditional pathway. This strategy will be referred to throughout the unit, so is key to 
get right. Students are taken through an example of a comparison that looks at a 
similarity and a difference. Students then work in pairs to complete their own 
comparative statements. 

This is a key skill that will be 
referred to later in the unit. 

Comparative Paragraph
There is a suggested structure for a comparative paragraph. Students are then shown 
an example.

Teachers may wish to consider 
how to use the model 
paragraph- withhold it, show 
sections, use sentence stems, 
annotate with the class etc.

Students write their own comparative paragraph Teachers may wish to ask
students to write more than one 
paragraph or extend their work 
for homework. 

Writing Check
Students self assess their work using the four checks. 
Mastery
Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions. 



Comparison 1: Wherever I Hang and 

Night Mail
LO: Compare how poets present physical journeys in 

‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 
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w Retrieval
1. In which decade was ‘The Night Mail’ 

written?
2. What is a present participle verb? 
3. Why did Auden use present participle 

verbs in ‘The Night Mail’?

4. Where did the night mail train travel to and 
from? 

Retrieval
1. ‘The Night Mail’ was written in the 1930s. 
2. A present participle verb describes what is 

happening now. 
3. Auden used present participle verbs 

because they add energy and 

momentum.
4. The night mail train travelled between 

London and Scotland. 

Retrieval
1. In which decade was ‘The Night Mail’ 

written?
2. What is a present participle verb? 
3. Why did Auden use present participle 

verbs in ‘The Night Mail’?

4. Where did the night mail train travel to and 
from? 



What similarities and differences are there between 

Grace Nichols and W. H. Auden?

Write down three sentences to explain your findings. 

Extension: How do they compare to other writers we 

have studied?



Similarities

• Both poets write about real 

journeys. 

• Both lived in England.

• Both poets lived in different 

countries later in their lives. 

Differences

• Nichols is from Guyana; however, 

Auden was born in Britain.

• Nichols's journey explains her 

experience as an immigrant, 

whereas Auden writes to 

celebrate the journey of the mail.

• Nichols writes in dialect, but 

Auden uses Standard English. 



Comparison

During this poetry unit, we will work on comparing two poems.
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Why do we compare?

• To identify the similarities and differences

between poems.

• To see how different poets, with different 

backgrounds and interests, write about the 

same topic. 

• To see how different writers use the same 

literary techniques.

• To see how views on topics have changed

over time.

Comparing two things also allows us to 

understand the individual poems better, too. 

How do we compare? 

• We will be looking at how different poets write 

about the same topic: journeys. 

• The point is not to say which poem is better or 

worse.



Compare how poets present physical journeys 
in ‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 

We are going to plan and write a response to this 

question:

First, let’s read the two poems again to remind 
ourselves what happens in each poem.
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Now, we will read the poems again.

This time, as we read, highlight any words or 
phrases that are about physical journeys. 

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 

Let’s do the first stanza of ‘Wherever I Hang’ 
together. 
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Highlight any words or phrases that are about 
physical journeys. 

I leave me people, me land, me home

For reasons I not too sure

I forsake de sun

And de humming-bird splendour

Had big rats in de floorboard

Nichols physically leaves 

her family, friends, country 

and home. 

Using ‘me’ instead of ‘my’ shows that 

all of these things are a part of Nichols. 

She is her people and her country. 

Nichols doesn’t just leave 

her home; she is made to 

‘forsake’ it. This suggests 

how hard it must be to 

leave Guyana. 



In pairs, continue to highlight and annotate 
where the poets write about physical journeys. 

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 
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Reviewing our evidence

Here are some quotations you may have found to 

discuss: 

Wherever I Hang The Night Mail

1. ‘I leave me people, me land, 

me home’

2. ‘So I pick up me new-world-self 

/ And come to this place call 

England’

3. ‘And de people pouring from 

de underground system / Like 

beans’

4. ‘I don’t know really where I 

belaang / Yes, divided to de 

ocean / Divided to the bone / 

Wherever I hang me knickers –

that’s my home’ 

1. ‘This is the Night Mail crossing the 

border, / Bringing the cheque and 

the postal order’

2. ‘Shovelling white steam over her 

shoulder, / Snorting noisily as she 

passes / Silent miles of wind-bent 

grasses’

3. ‘Birds turn their heads as she 

approaches, / Stare from the 

bushes at her blank-faced 

coaches’

4. ‘All Scotland waits for her: / In the 

dark glens, beside the pale-green 

sea lochs / Men long for news’ 

Top Tip: In poetry writing, we show that a sentence has gone on to the next line by 
using the forward slash ( / ) symbol.
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Comparative Statements 

We want to see how different poets write about the 

same topic. We want to understand what the poets 

have done and why they have done it that way. 

You are going to write an answer to this question: 

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 

A good essay contains comparative 

statements throughout. These statements 

clearly explain what the poems have in 

common and how they are different. 

Let’s write a comparative statement 

together. 



Here are two examples of comparative statements for 

this question:

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 

Comparative Statements 

A good essay contains comparative statements 

throughout. These statements clearly explain what the 

poems have in common and how they are different. 

• Both poets portray physical journeys as exciting. 

• Nichols expresses how travel can make her feel 

different to others, whereas Auden shows how 

journeys can unite people from far away.

In pairs, create two more comparative statements for 

this question. 
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What comparative statements did you create?

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 

• Both poets portray physical journeys as exciting. 

• Both Nichols and Auden show the relationship 

between travel and nature. 

• Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of 

travelling to a dream state.

• Nichols expresses how travel can make her feel 

different to others, whereas Auden shows how 

journeys can unite people from far away.

• Nichols describes the journey from an exotic 

location, whereas Auden makes a typical journey 

sound dramatic and adventurous. 
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You are going to use one of your comparative 

statements to write a paragraph on this question:

Here’s how you can structure your paragraph:
1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from 

‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

4. Explain how Auden presents physical journeys in ‘The Night 

Mail’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘The Night Mail’ that supports your 

comparative statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in 

similar or different ways

Let’s do an example together. 

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 
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dream state. 

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’.

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’. Nichols makes the 

journey sound like a fantasy, and helps to emphasise her disbelief 

in arriving in an unfamiliar land. 

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’. Nichols makes the 

journey sound like a fantasy, and helps to emphasise her disbelief 

in arriving in an unfamiliar land. Auden also portrays the 

enchantment of finding new post that is delivered by impressive 

methods. 

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’. Nichols makes the 

journey sound like a fantasy, and helps to emphasise her disbelief 

in arriving in an unfamiliar land. Auden also portrays the 

enchantment of finding new post that is delivered by impressive 

methods. Even though they have fantastic dreams of ‘terrifying 

monsters’, the dreamers are still much more excited by ‘the 

postman’s knock’ which brings news of loved ones from far away.

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’. Nichols makes the 

journey sound like a fantasy, and helps to emphasise her disbelief 

in arriving in an unfamiliar land. Auden also portrays the 

enchantment of finding new post that is delivered by impressive 

methods. Even though they have fantastic dreams of ‘terrifying 

monsters’, the dreamers are still much more excited by ‘the 

postman’s knock’ which brings news of loved ones from far away.

By juxtaposing the everyday routine of receiving post with the 

thrill of exciting dreams, Auden portrays the delight of receiving a 

letter, reminding the recipient that they have not been ‘forgotten’ 

by the world. 

1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from ‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

4. Explain how Auden presents physical journeys in ‘The Night Mail’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘The Night Mail’ that supports your comparative 

statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in similar or 

different ways

Compare how poets 
present physical 

journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ 

and ‘The Night Mail’. 

Both Nichols and Auden connect the magic of travelling to a 

dream state. In ‘Wherever I hang’, Nichols portrays the mystery of 

moving to a new home, describing her new land as ‘a dream’ , as 

she doesn’t know if her surroundings are ‘real’. Nichols makes the 

journey sound like a fantasy, and helps to emphasise her disbelief 

in arriving in an unfamiliar land. Auden also portrays the 

enchantment of finding new post that is delivered by impressive 

methods. Even though they have fantastic dreams of ‘terrifying 

monsters’, the dreamers are still much more excited by ‘the 

postman’s knock’ which brings news of loved ones from far away.

By juxtaposing the everyday routine of receiving post with the 

thrill of exciting dreams, Auden portrays the delight of receiving a 

letter, reminding the recipient that they have not been ‘forgotten’ 

by the world. Both poets use the imagery of dreams in their 

portrayal of journeys to show how travel can feel strange, 

mysterious and exciting. 



Now write your own paragraph on this question:

You can structure your paragraph in this way:
1. Write your comparative statement

2. Provide a quotation that supports this statement from 

‘Wherever I Hang’

3. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

4. Explain how Auden presents physical journeys in ‘The Night 

Mail’

5. Provide a quotation from ‘The Night Mail’ that supports your 

comparative statement

6. Explore how this quotation presents physical journeys

7. Summarise how both poems have presented journeys in 

similar or different ways

Compare how poets present physical journeys in 
‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’. 
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❑ Check 1: Have you used a comparative 
statement?

❑ Check 2: Are there any run-on sentences?

❑ Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 
and accurately?

❑ Check 4: Have you checked your 
spellings?

When you’ve finished, check your 

writing.
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Which comparative statements about 

‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’ are 
correct? 

a) Auden uses lists in the poem to show how boring 

the train’s journey can be. 

b) Both Nichols and Auden write about physical 

journeys that have an emotional impact on 

people. 

c) Nichols writes about the hostility of people on the 

underground. 

d) Both Auden and Nichols compare the people on 

the train to beans.

e) Nichols expresses how travel can make her feel 

different to others, whereas Auden shows how 

journeys can unite people from far away.
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Which comparative statements about 

‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’ are 
correct? 

a) Auden uses lists in the poem to show how boring 

the train’s journey can be. 

b) Both Nichols and Auden write about physical 

journeys that have an emotional impact on 

people. 

c) Nichols writes about the hostility of people on the 

underground. 

d) Both Auden and Nichols compare the people on 

the train to beans.

e) Nichols expresses how travel can make her feel 

different to others, whereas Auden shows how 

journeys can unite people from far away.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

