
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

•The poem Sally describes a lively and difficult girl
•Sally is not academic
•Sally’s parents do not like that Sally is not academic
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Do Now
Briefly review definition of tenor and vehicle – students need to identify the tenor and 
vehicle in excerpts two from poems already studied). Extension sees students created their 
own vehicles.
Imagery in ‘Sally’
Ask students to draw comparisons and similarities between the images of Sally. Clarify if 
there are any pictures students are not sure of. Look for responses suggestion they are 
wild, natural, found outside, beautiful.
Vocabulary in ‘Sally’
Briefly go through unfamiliar vocabulary in the poem. You may wish to issue students with 
the poem at this stage so they can signpost where the unfamiliar words will appear in their 
own copies of the poem,
Pay particular attention to ‘elusive’ as this is a word that will appear in another poem 
(Pigeons). There is also a quiz to check students’ understanding of these new words.

Resource: Vocabulary quiz

Reading ‘Sally’
Introduce poem – it is about how a girl acts at school and what her parents think of her.
As you read the poem, draw attention to the words introduced in the previous activity.
Capture first impressions of the poem.

Poem: 'Sally'

Comprehension
There are a number of comprehension questions that you can use to help check for 
understanding of the poem. The poet wants to portray Sally in a sympathetic way – we 
are meant to like her even though she does not necessarily fit into conventional 
behaviours from a child. The writer has great admiration for Sally’s connection to nature 
and the outside world, even if this comes at the cost of academic intelligence. Her 
parents do not share this liberal perspective.
After discussing the check for understanding questions, students can write down their 
answers.
Discussion
There is an opportunity for students to provide a more emotional response to the poem, 
considering whether they (or someone they know) is like Sally, and whether she would be 
a good friend or not.

Do you want students to 
capture their discussions in
writing?

Mastery Assessment Plenary
Students complete quiz. Address misconceptions.

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini 
whiteboards? Physical 
‘tickets’? Hand signals? Cold 
calling? …?
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Monday, 04 April 2022

Find the tenor and the vehicle in these 
metaphors and similes.

Extension: Write different vehicles for each of these 
metaphors. Eg. The fog edges in like a silver snail.

• The fog comes on little cat 
feet. 

• The leaves break from the 
trees with a faint sound, like 
steps of passing ghosts.

• If dreams die life is a broken-
winged bird that cannot fly.
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• The fog comes on little cat feet. 

• The leaves break from the trees with a faint sound, 
like steps of passing ghosts.

• If dreams die life is a broken-winged bird that 
cannot fly.

Tenor – fog
Vehicle – a cat

Tenor – the sound of leaves breaking from a tree
Vehicle – the noise of ghosts walking

Tenor – life without dreams
Vehicle – a bird with broken wings
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1. Can you name each of these images?
2. Can you find anything they have in common?

mole

petals briars / thorns

hedges

feathers

dog-rose flower

wild lion



‘S
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We’re going to read a poem about a girl who is 
roughly the same age as you.
It’s about what she is like at school and home and 
what her parents think of her.
In the poem, she is compared to all of these things.
Let’s look at some of the unfamiliar words in the poem 
to make sure we can understand them!



Dog-rose

A dog-rose is a type of flower.

It is very common in British 
fields and gardens.

It is not as pretty as a normal 
rose.

It still has thorns in its stalk, just 
like a normal rose. 

‘S
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elusive

Something that is difficult to 
achieve or to get hold of‘S

al
ly

’



briars

Briars are wild bushes with 
long stems and sharp thorns‘S

al
ly

’



delve

This is to search to try to find 
something. ‘S

al
ly

’



hedgerows

These are hedges that mark 
the edges of fields in the 
countryside‘S

al
ly

’



scolded

To be told off‘S
al

ly
’



(to be given) the hazel switch

To be caned‘S
al

ly
’



starling

A type of bird‘S
al

ly
’



Vocabulary quiz!
‘S

al
ly

’

a) b) c)

8.  Which of these is the sound a starling makes?

Turn to page 7 in your booklet. You are going to 
complete a quiz on the vocabulary you have just 
learned. For the final question, you will have to listen 
carefully to the three noises below.
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Vocabulary quiz!
‘S

al
ly

’
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1. b
2. a
3. c
4. b
5. c
6. b
7. a
8. a



We’re going to read a poem about a girl who is 
roughly the same age as you.
It’s about what she is like at school and home and 
what her parents think of her.
In the poem, she is compared to all of these things.

‘S
al

ly
’

mole

wild lion dog rose

feathers

petals

briarsp.3



Sally
Phoebe Hesketh 1909 – 2005 

She was a dog-rose kind of girl:
Elusive, scattery as petals;
Scratchy sometimes, tripping you like briars.
She teased the boys
Turning this way and that, not to be tamed
Or taught any more than the wind.
Even in school the word ‘ought’ had no meaning
For Sally. On dull days
She’d sit quiet as a mole at her desk
Delving in thought.
But when the sun called
She was gone, running the blue day down
Till the warm hedgerows prickled the dusk
And moths flickered out.

Her mother scolded; Dad
Gave her the hazel switch,
Said her head was stuffed with feathers 
And a starling tongue.
But they couldn’t take the shine out of her,
Even when it rained
You felt the sun saved under her skin.
She’d a way of escape 
Laughing at you from the bright end of a tunnel,
Leaving you in the dark.

dog-rose – a type of flower
elusive – hard to catch
briars – thick, tough branches

delving – diving, searching

hedgerows – hedges at the 
edge of fields

scolded – told off
hazel switch – cane

starling – a small bird

‘S
al

ly
’
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Read the poem again in pairs.
As you read the poem, try to find the answers to these 
questions.

1. Sally is described as ‘scratchy’. What do you think 
this means?

2. The writer says that Sally was ‘not to be tamed or 
taught’. Do you think this means that Sally was 
stupid?

3. How does Sally’s behaviour change between ‘dull 
days’ and when ‘the sun’ is out?

4. How do Sally’s parents react to her behaviour?
5. What does the phrase ‘you felt the sun saved 

under her skin’ tell you about how the writer feels 
towards Sally?

‘S
al

ly
’



Now write down your answers to these 
questions. 

1. Sally is described as ‘scratchy’. What do you think 
this means?

2. The writer says that Sally was ‘not to be tamed or 
taught’. Do you think this means that Sally was 
stupid?

3. How does Sally’s behaviour change between ‘dull 
days’ and when ‘the sun’ is out?

4. How do Sally’s parents react to her behaviour?
5. What does the phrase ‘you felt the sun saved 

under her skin’ tell you about how the writer feels 
towards Sally?

‘S
al

ly
’



Edit or add to your answers as we go 
through:

‘S
al

ly
’

1. Sally is described as ‘scratchy’. What do you think this 
means?

Sally could be described as ‘scratchy’ to show that she can 
be a difficult person to be around. She might be mean or rude 
sometimes. 

2. The writer says that Sally was ‘not to be tamed or taught’. 
Do you think this means that Sally was stupid?
Even though Sally could not be ‘tamed or taught’, it doesn’t 
mean that she was stupid. She might not have been very 
good at studying, but the writer shows that she was very 
talented at other things. She is more interested in nature and 
the outside world than in books and studying.  She’s quite a 
chaotic character, rather than someone who follows rules.  

3. How does Sally’s behaviour change between ‘dull days’ 
and when ‘the sun’ is out?
On ‘dull days’, Sally is quiet and thoughtful. She sits still in class 
and daydreams. When the sun is out, she is more lively and 
active.

5. What does the phrase ‘you felt the sun saved under her 
skin’ tell you about how the writer feels towards Sally?
It seems like the writer really likes Sally. The phrase ‘you felt 
the sun saved under her skin’ makes it feel like Sally is a 
generous person who can make other people feel good. It is 
like her positive energy can have an impact on other people.

4. How to Sally’s parents react to her behaviour?
Sally’s parents do not like that she is not very good at school. 
Her mother tells her off, and her father canes her, which is 
quite a severe punishment.
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Are you and Sally similar in any ways?
Do you have any friends or family who are like Sally?
Do you think Sally would be a good friend to have?
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Which of the following are correct?

a) Sally is stupid because she doesn’t pay attention in 
class.

b) Sally’s father gives her the cane because she stole 
something.

c) Sally’s parents want Sally to do better at school 
even though Sally is not very interested in studying.

d) The boys at school make fun of Sally.
e) Sally is scared of the dark. 



Re
vi

ew
Which of the following are correct?

a) Sally is stupid because she doesn’t pay attention in 
class.

b) Sally’s father gives her the cane because she stole 
something.

c) Sally’s parents want Sally to do better at school 
even though Sally is not very interested in studying.

d) The boys at school make fun of Sally.
e) Sally is scared of the dark. 
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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