
 
‘Sally’ Annotated Teacher Copy 
 
Below is an annotated copy of the poem, ‘Sally’.   
 
N.B. some of the analysis here may be appropriate for higher ability students, 
but it is very important to be cognisant of the demands a new poem already 
place on working memory.  Planning time should be focussed primarily on 
supporting students to access the content already in the lessons and express 
their ideas with precision, accuracy and the ability to make connections, rather 
than supporting them to express more complex ideas.  This document is 
designed for your interest and to give you an efficient way to develop your 
subject knowledge, rather than to stretch students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
‘Sally’  
Phoebe Hesketh, (1909-2005) 
 

She was a dog-rose kind of girl: 
Elusive, scattery as petals; 
Scratchy sometimes, tripping you like briars. 
She teased the boys 
Turning this way and that, not to be tamed 
Or taught any more than the wind. 
Even in school the word ‘ought’ had no meaning 
For Sally. On dull days 
She’d sit quiet as a mole at her desk 
Delving in thought. 
But when the sun called 
She was gone, running the blue day down 
Till the warm hedgerows prickled the dusk 
And moths flickered out. 
 
 
Her mother scolded; Dad 
Gave her the hazel switch, 
Said her head was stuffed with feathers  
And a starling tongue. 
But they couldn’t take the shine out of her, 
Even when it rained 
You felt the sun saved under her skin. 
She’d a way of escape  
Laughing at you from the bright end of a tunnel, 
Leaving you in the dark. 

 
 

Commented [CP1]: The title is simply the name, ‘Sally’.  It 
is uncomplicated and apparently artless, just like Sally 
herself. 

Commented [CP2]: Sally is compared to a ‘dog-rose’ 
which is a pretty but not conventionally beautiful or elegant 
flower.  It suggests that she is wild, unglamorous and 
unpretentious.   

Commented [CP3]: The phrasing ‘dog-rose kind of girl’ 
rather than ‘she was like a dog-rose’ or similar, makes the 
metaphor seem more informal, like Sally.  It also implies that 
she is the ‘kind of girl’ to be found among the dog-roses 
rather than in an immaculate garden.  

Commented [CP4]: Since this and the following line follow 
a colon, they are both further descriptions of why Sally is like 
a dog-rose.  This line emphasises that she is soft and delicate 
but also scatter-brained and preoccupied.  The word 
‘scattery’ has an artless, childlike feel, as the verb ‘to scatter’ 
has been made into an adjective which doesn’t exist rather 
than replaced with an ‘proper’ word.   

Commented [CP5]: This line emphasises that Sally is also 
slightly prickly.  However, the words ‘scratchy’ and ‘tripping’ 
suggest that this is a guileless and playful sharpness, rather 
than being intended to hurt.  The word ‘you’ introduces the 
idea that the poem is written by someone who knows her ...
Commented [CP6]: Sally appears quite self-reliant.  She is 
independent enough to be able to ‘tease the boys’ rather ...
Commented [CP7]: She’s too wild and carefree to be 
contained. 

Commented [CP8]: This line suggests that Sally isn’t 
necessarily defiant or deliberately disobedient, as the word ...
Commented [CP9]: Although she may appear passive, this 
metaphor suggests that her mind is active, as if she is ...
Commented [CP10]: The personification of the sun makes 
it sound like her friend, beckoning her to come and play. 

Commented [CP11]: This phrase gives the impression that 
she is friends with ‘the blue day’ and racing it.  As she can ...
Commented [CP12]: This line furthers the idea that parts 
of the natural world interact with one another like friends, ...
Commented [CP13]: The word ‘flickered’ captures the 
movement of moths but also compares them to a light.  For ...
Commented [NW14]: In the previous stanza, imagery of 
nature has been used to describe Sally as wonderful and ...
Commented [CP15]: The poetic voice shows that Sally’s 
parents don’t appreciate what a lovely creature she is.  

Commented [CP16]: The lack of a noun of pronoun in 
front of ‘said’ could give this line a sulky tone, as if muttered ...
Commented [CP17]: The comparison of her tongue to a 
‘starling’ suggests her father thinks she gabbles in an ...
Commented [CP18]: The ‘they’ in this line increases the 
sense that the poetic voice sides with Sally and resents the ...
Commented [CP19]: It’s as if Sally has kept some sunshine 
and it keeps her warm and happy which makes being around ...
Commented [CP20]: Finally, Sally seems able to take the 
beauty of nature and protect herself with it.  She appears ...
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